Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2010  with  funding  from 

Boston  Library  Consortium  IVIember  Libraries 


http://www.archive.org/details/annualreport3539mass 


tE^fje  Commantoealtf)  of  iHajfjfacfiujfettsi 

Department  of  Industrial  Accidents 
Room  272,  State  House,  Boston,  May  25,  1936 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

The  Department  of  Industrial  Accidents  has  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  its 
twenty-third  annual  report. 

Respectfully, 

INDUSTRIAL  ACCIDENT  BOARD 
Joseph  A.  Parks,  Chairman  James  Farrell 

Chester  E.  Gleason  Frank  Prestera 

Emma  S.  Tousant  William  S.  Conrot 

Daniel  J.  Sullivan 

Edward  P.  Doyle,  Secretary. 

Contents 

FAGE 

Introduction  ................  1 

The  Twenty-third  Year  of  the  Act 2 

Summary  of  Accident  Experience       .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ■      2 

Dependency  in  Fatal  Cases  not  Insured  under  the  Act          ........  22 

Medical  Division      ...............  23 

Amendments  to  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act      .........  23 

Index  to  Statistical  Tables         .............  26 

Statistical  Tables ' .          .  27 


TWENTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Department  of  Industrial  Accidents 

INTRODUCTION 

The  Department  of  Industrial  Accidents  presents  herewith  its  twenty-third 
annual  report.  This  report  contains  the  facts  and  figures,  in  summarized  form, 
which  comprise  the  Department's  experience  in  the  administration  of  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  Act  (General  Laws,  chapter  152)  for  the  year  July  1,  1934 
to  June  30,  1935. 

It  may  be  stated,  in  brief,  that  a  comparison  with  the  report  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1934,  shows  that  there  was  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  injuries 
reported  to  the  Board  and  a  corresponding  decrease  in  the  number  of  tabulatable 
injuries,  from  32.2  per  cent  in  1934  to  30.8  per  cent  in  1935.  The  severity  of 
injuries,  as  measured  by  the  plan  for  weighting  time  loss  due  to  injuries,  was  more 
by  155,477  days  than  for  the  previous  year.  This  increase  may  be  accounted  for 
by  the  fact  that  there  were  11  more  fatals,  3  more  permanent  totals,  and  37  more 
permanent  partials  than  in  1934. 

A  synopsis  of  the  subjects  covered  in  the  current  report  follows: 

The  Twenty-third  Year  of  the  Act. — This  chapter  covers  in  condensed  form  the 
number  of  tabulatable  injuries,  total  reported  injuries,  aggregate  time  lost,  a  con- 
densed statement  of  combined  payments  by  insurance  companies  operating  under 
the  Act,  extent  of  incapacity  in  certain  cases,  and  dependency,  in  brief,  in  fatal 
cases. 

Summary  of  Acci'^ent  Experience. — This  chapter  explains  the  various  tables  found 
in  the  Appendix,  with  a  brief  analysis  of  each,  and  should  be  referred  to  for  an 
understanding  of  the  tables  used.  Graphs  containing  comparisons  are  used  to 
present  certain  important  phases  of  the  experience. 

Dependency  in  Fatal  Cases  not  Insured  under  the  Act. — This  chapter  deals  with 
particular  reference  to  the  condition  of  dependents  in  fatal  cases  where  the  injured 
employees  were  not  insured  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  The  statements 
represent  an  analysis  based  on  Table  XII  in  the  Appendix  of  this  report. 
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Medical  Division. — This  chapter  contains  a  brief  summary  of  the  work  of  this 
division  with  some  statistical  data  for  the  past  year. 

THE  TWENTY-THIRD  YEAR  OF  THE  ACT 

There  were  107,042  accident  reports  filed  with  the  Department  of  Industrial 
Accidents  for  the  year  July  1,  1934  to  June  30,  1935.  Of  these,  32,973  were  tabu- 
latable  injuries,  (injuries  causing  the  loss  of  at  least  one  day  or  one  shift,  usually 
8  hours),  including  deaths,  permanent  total,  permanent  partial,  and  temporary 
total  disabilities.  Death  resulted  in  242  of  these  cases,  12  involved  permanent 
total  disability,  890  were  of  a  permanent  partial  nature,  and  31,829  were  temporary 
totals. 

There  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  reported  injuries,  from  109,394  in  1934 
to  107,042  in  1935  and  a  corresponding  decrease  in  the  number  of  tabulatable 
injuries,  from  35,217  in  1934  to  32,973  in  1935. 

The  reports  from  insurance  companies  show  that  the  payments  made  and  to  be 
made  on  account  of  injuries  occurring  in  this  period  total  $6,397,752.72,  and  are 
classified  as  foUows:  medical,  $2,177,736.74;  fatal  compensation,  $638,066.18;  and 
non-fatal  compensation,  $3,581,949.80. 

The  weighted  time  loss  charged  to  all  injuries  is  3,392,415  days,  distributed  as 
follows:  death,  42.8  per  cent;  temporary  total  disability,  32.8  per  cent;  permanent 
partial  disability,  22.3  per  cent;  and  permanent  total  disability  2.1  per  cent. 

There  were  242  fatals  this  year,  an  increase  of  11  cases  in  comparison  with  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1934.  Total  dependency  was  involved  in  181  of  these  cases, 
418  persons  being  so  dependent.  In  33  cases,  dependency  was  partial,  the  de- 
pendents numbering  42.  In  the  remaining  28  cases,  there  was  no  dependency. 
There  were  215  cases,  or  88.8  per  cent,  insured. 
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Table  I,  Total  Tabulatable  Injukies,  by  Industbies  and  Cases  Insured 

AND  not  Insured 

The  statistics  of  the  Board  show  that  95.5  per  cent,  or  31,505  of  the  tabulatable 
injuries  were  insured  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  and  that  4.5  per  cent,  or  1,468 
were  not  insured.  This  is  an  increase  of  .7  per  cent  in  the  number  of  not  insured 
cases  as  compared  with  1934. 

Table  II,  Insurance  Transactions  under  the  Act 

This  table  was  compiled  from  figures  furnished  the  Board  by  authorized  insuranc® 
companies  operating  under  the  Act,  and  also  from  the  boards,  commissions  and 
departments  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  and  all  counties,  cities,  towns 
and  districts,  which  have  accepted  the  provisions  of  chapter  807,  Acts  of  1913. 
During  the  year  ending  June  30,  1935,  a  total  payment  of  $6,397,752.72  was 
reported.    This  is  an  increase  of  $238,140.41  over  1934. 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  paid  to  injured  laborers,  workmen  and 
mechanics,  and  their  dependents  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  various  counties, 
cities,  towns  and  districts,  which  have  accepted  St.  1916,  c.  807,  (now  G.  L.  Ch.  152, 
ss.  69-75)  the  sum  of  $381,209.87,  as  compared  with  $330,435.76,  which  was  re- 
ported paid  in  1934. 

The  average  cost  per  case,  including  compensation  and  medical  benefits,  paid 
and  outstanding,  in  all  cases  in  which  such  payments  were  made,  whether  tabu- 
latable or  not,  was  $67.95  as  compared  with  an  average  cost  per  case  of  $68.02  in 
1934. 

Insurance  Payments  Made  and  Outstanding 

Type  of  Payment  Amount  Per  Cent 

Medical,  for  aU  cases $2,177,736.74  34.0 

Fatal,  dependency  compensation      ......  638,066.18  10.0 

Non-fatal,  disability  compensation  ......  3,581,949.80  56.0 

Totals $6,397,752.72  100.0 
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Based  on  the  payments  made  and  to  be  made  and  the  number  of  cases  to  which 
they  apply,  the  average  cost  per  case  for  the  several  groups  is  as  follows: 

Average  Cost  per  Specified  Case 

Number  Average 

Type  of  Payment                                                             of  Cases  Cost 

Medical,  for  aU  cases 91,641  S    23.73 

Fatal,  dependency  compensation      ......                       173  3,688.24 

Non-fatal,  disability  compensation  ......                  22,112  161.99 


NUliBER  OF  TOTAL  TABULATABLE   IKJimiES  BY   lUDUSTRISS 


1,000       2,000         3,900       4,000       5,000       6,000       7,000 
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Table  III,  Frequency  of  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Extent  op 

Disability 

This  table  indicates  the  number  of  deaths,  permanent  total  disabilities,  perma- 
nent partial  disabilities,  and  temporary  total  disabilities. 

In  permanent  total  disabilities,  the  element  of  judgment,  based  on  experience, 
must  enter  into  classifying  a  part  of  the  data.  In  rating  injuries  of  this  nature,  the 
general  principle  by  which  severity  is  to  be  measured  is  based  on  economic  loss  to 
the  community  and  the  loss  of  wages  to  the  employee.  Permanent  total  disability 
applies  to  every  injury  which  permanently  incapacitates  the  workmen  from  per- 
forming any  work  continuously  in  a  gainful  occupation.  The  element  of  judgment 
must  enter  into  the  classification  of  the  data,  because  the  statistics  must  be  com- 
piled before  we  can  determine  definitely  whether  an  injured  employee  is  ever  going 
to  be  able  to  perform  work  again. 

Permanent  partial  disabilities  are  all  injuries  less  than  permanent  total,  which 
result  in  the  loss  of  any  member  of  the  body,  or  part  thereof,  or  in  the  permanent 
impairment  of  any  function,  as  included  in  the  specific  injury  table. 

Temporary  total  disabilities  are  those  in  which  the  injured  employee  returned  to 
work  at  his  former  wages,  except  a  smaU  number  in  which  disability  extended  over 
one  year. 

Extent  of  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries 

Number  of  Per 

Extent  of  Disability                                                               Cases  Cent 

Deaths 242  .7 

Permanent  total  disabilities     .......                     12  .-i 

Permanent  partial  disabilities           ......                   890  2.7 

Temporary  total  disabilities    .......              31,829  96.6 


Totals 32,973  100.0 

'  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 

The  following  table  is  a  summary  of  the  duration  of  disability  in  all  cases  in  this 
classification: 

Duration  of  Temporary  Total  Disabilities 

Number  of  Per 

Disability  Period                                                                      Cases  Cent 

1  to  3  days 4,233  13.3 

4  to  7  days .                6,459  20.3 

1  to  2  weeks .                4,039  12.7 

2  to  3  weeks           . 4,104  12.9 

3  to  4  weeks 2,774  8.7 

4  to  8  weeks 5,580  17.6 

8  to  13  weeks 2,455  7.7 

13  to  26  weeks 1,216  3.8 

26  to  52  weeks 614  1.9 

Over  1  year  ..........                   355  1 . 1 

Totals .              31,829  100.0 

It  should  be  noted  that  in  10,692  cases,  or  33.6  per  cent  of  the  temporary  total 
disabilities,  the  employee  was  not  incapacitated  for  a  period  of  more  than  7  days. 
Compensation  would  not  be  payable  on  these  injuries,  but  if  the  employers  were 
insured,  the  employees  would  be  entitled  to  medical  benefits. 
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Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Industries^  and  Extent  of  Disability,  Including  Per- 
centage Distribution 


Industries 


Trade       . 

Transportation,  road 

Textiles   . 

Iron  and  steel  . 

Miscellaneous  . 

Building  trades 

Service    . 

Leather    . 

Food 

Paper 

Express  and  trucking 

Professional 

Lumber   . 

Printing,  bookbinding 

Agriculture 

Metals     . 

Clothing 

Chemicals 

Liquors    . 

Water  transportation 

Clay,  glass,  stone 

Others  in  transportation 

Telephone,  telegraph 

Minerals 

Air  transportation 

Totals 


Totals 


Num-     Per 
bar       Cent 


6,633 

3,643 

3,056 

2,735 

2,333 

2,274 

2,259 

1,948 

1,720 

1,036 

847 

753 

753 

502 

438 

353 

319 

316 

262 

224 

198 

192 

129 

40 

10 


20.1 
11.0 
9.3 
8.3 
7.1 
6.9 
6.8 
5.9 
5.2 
3.1 
2.6 
2.3 
2.3 
1.5 
1.3 
1.1 
1.0 
.9 


32,973  100.0 


Deaths 


Num-     Per 
ber      Cent 


41 

54 

21 

17 

22 

18 

10 

5 

5 

3 

9 

8 

6 

3 

2 

3 

3 

3 

5 

2 

1 

1 


17.0 

22.3 

8.7 

7.0 

9.1 

7.5 

4.2 

2.1 

2.1 

1.2 

3.7 

3.3 

2.5 

1.2 

.8 

1.2 

1.2 

1.2 

2.1 

.8 

.4 

.4 


242       100.0 


Permanent 

Total, 
Disabilities 


Num-     Per 
ber      Cent 


16.7 
25.0 


16.7 


8.3  + 
8.3  + 


8.3  + 


8.3  + 


8.3  + 


12     100.0 


Permanent 

Partial 
Disabilities 


Num-     Per 
ber      Cent 


84 

95 

126 

132 

74 

53 

32 

74 

34 

34 

14 

11 

51 

21 

12 

12 

4 

7 

6 

3 

6 

3 

1 

1 


9.4 

10.7 

14.2 

14.8 

8.3 

6.0 

3.6 

8.3 

3.8 

3.8 

1.6 

1.2 

5.7 

2.4 

1.4 

1.4 

.4 

.8 

.7 

.3 

.7 

.3 

.1 

.1 


890       100.0 


Temporary 
Total 

DlSABILITIBB 


Num-     Per 
ber      Cent 


6,506 

3,491 

2,909 

2,584 

2,237 

2,203 

2,216 

1,868 

1,681 

999 

823 

734 

696 

478 

424 

338 

311 

306 

261 

219 

191 

187 

128 

39 

10 


20.4 

11.0 

9.1 

8.1 

7.0 

6.9 

6.9 

6.9 

5.3 

3.3 

2.6 

2.3 

2.2 

1.6 

1.3 

1.0 

1.0 

.9 

.8 

.7 

.6 

.6 

.4 

.1 


31.829  100.0 


1  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 


Industry. ^Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  the  classification  "express  com- 
panies" now  includes  trucking  and  expressing,  and  the  classification  "truck, 
transfer,  hack  and  cab  companies"  now  covers  hack  and  cab  companies  only. 

Dea^/is.— "Transportation,  road,  etc."  had  the  highest  number  of  deaths,  54,  or 
22.3  per  cent;  followed  in  order  by  "trade,"  with  41,  or  17.0  per  cent;  "miscellane- 
ous," with  22,  or  9.1  per  cent,  and  the  rest  as  shown. 

Permanent  Total  Disabilities. — ^There  were  12  permanent  total  disabilities  this 
year,  distributed  as  follows:  "transportation,  road,  etc.,"  3;  "iron  and  steel,"  and 
"trade"  each  had  2;  and  "service,"  "others  in  transportation,"  "clothing,"  "express 
and  trucking,"  and  "leather"  each  had  1. 

The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  each  permanent  total: 

The  employee  in  this  case  was  a  truck  driver,  29  years  old,  who  was  standing 
between  his  truck  and  a  parked  car,  when  another  car  crashed  into  the  parked  car, 
crushing  him  between  them  and  causing  injuries  resulting  in  the  amputation  of 
both  legs  above  the  knees. 

This  employee  had  both  arms  amputated  below  the  elbows  when  he  was  operating 
a  beaming  machine. 

In  this  case  the  employee,  who  was  48  years  old,  lost  the  sight  of  both  eyes 
when  the  compressor  drill  which  he  was  operating  struck  an  explosive,  and  sand 
and  powder  became  imbedded  in  his  face  and  eyes. 

There  were  2  foundry  workers,  one  55  years  old  and  the  other  57,  who  contracted 
pneumoconiosis  in  the  course  of  their  employment. 

There  was  one  case  of  a  man  58  years  old,  who  sustained  an  injury  to  his  arm 
and  leg  resulting  in  partial  paralysis.  . 

There  were  6  cases  of  injuries  to  men  of  advanced  years,  which  resulted  in 
permanent  total  disability.  In  the  first  case,  the  employee  was  79  years  old  and 
fractured  his  hip  when  he  slipped  and  fell  on  the  ice.  The  second  employee  was 
75  years  old  and  sustained  an  injury  to  his  knee  resulting  in  loss  of  flexion.  The 
third  employee,  who  sustained  a  fractured  sternum  and  vertebrae  and  a  concussion 
of  the  brain,  when  a  granite  block  fell  on  him,  was  69  years  old.    The  fourth  em- 
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ployee,  who  was  68  years  old,  fell  from  his  team  and  sustained  fractured  ribs  and  a 
strained  back.  The  fifth  employee,  who  was  65  years  old,  fell  downstairs  and 
sustained  a  severe  head  injury.  In  the  sixth  case,  the  employee,  who  was  64  years 
old,  sustained  an  injury  to  his  hip  when  he  feU  downstairs. 

The  establishment  of  a  new  section,  34a,  of  the  Act  through  the  enactment  of 
St.  1935,  Chap.  364,  effective  September  19,  1935,  making  provision  for  payment 
of  compensation  permanently  in  certain  cases  of  "total  and  permanent  disability" 
so-called,  suggests  the  advisabihty  of  a  study  of  the  previous  experience  of  the 
Board  in  relation  to  the  type  of  cases  contemplated  by  this  new  section;  such  study 
to  cover  all  cases  of  the  type  upon  which  this  new  section  confers  a  virtual  presump- 
tion of  total  and  permanent  disability,  whether  the  employee  lived  to  receive  the 
full  pajnnent  heretofore  provided  for  such  cases  or  died  of  some  condition  unrelated 
to  this  injury,  and  such  study  to  cover  further  "all  other  cases"  wherein  the  injured 
received  the  maximum  amount  of  incapacity  compensation  provided  at  the  time 
of  his  injury.    A  preliminary  study  was  made  when  the  Act  was  passed,  but  was 


NUTviBSR  OF  FATAL  IMJURiES  BY   BiDUSTOIES 
■Tuly  1,  1934  "  June  30,  1935 


1  Transportation, road, etc, 

2  Trade 

3  Textiles 

4  Building  trades 

5  Iron  and  steel 

6  Service 

7  Express 

8  Professional 

9  Lumber 

10  Leather 

11  Food 

12  Liquors 

13  Paper 

14  Printing 

15  Chemicals 

16  Jietals 

17  Clothing 

18  Agriculture 

19  Water  transportation 

20  Clay, glass, stone 

21  Others  in  transportation 

22  Miscellanemis 
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restricted  because  of  limited  monetary  facilities.  It  wiU  be  continued  and  extended 
as  facilities  permit  in  the  future. 

Permanent  Partial  Disabilities. — "Iron  and  steel"  had  the  highest  frequency  with 
132  cases,  or  14.8  per  cent;  "textiles,"  126,  or  14.2  per  cent;  and  "transportation, 
road,  etc.,"  95,  or  10.7  per  cent. 

The  original  definition  of  this  type  of  case  included  all  injuries  less  than  perma- 
nent total  disabUity  which  resulted  in  the  loss  of  any  member  of  the  body,  or  part 
thereof,  or  in  the  permanent  impairment  of  any  function  of  the  body.  However, 
in  a  great  many  cases  there  are  losses  coming  within  this  definition  which  were  so 
slight  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  modify  the  application  of  the  definition. 
Therefore,  due  consideration  has  been  given  to  the  nature  of  the  case  in  determining 
whether  or  not  there  should  be  a  modification  of  the  application  of  the  definition. 

Table  VIII  wiU  give  some  idea  of  the  manner  in  which  the  severity  is  measured. 
The  difference  in  the  total  number  of  permanent  partial  disabilities  and  the  total 
number  of  specific  injuries  (Tables  XIV  and  XV)  is  due  to  the  modification  of  the 
definition  as  given  above. 

Temporary  Total  Disabilities. — The  frequency  order  of  this  group  of  injuries 
occurred  as  printed  with  the  exception  of  "buUding  trades"  and  "service"  which 
are  reversed. 

Table  IV,  Severity  of  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Extent  of  Disability 

This  table  aims  to  give  a  measure  of  the  severity  of  injuries  according  to  the 
actual  and  weighted  time  loss,  the  unit  of  time  loss  being  the  unit  least  given  to 
fluctuating. 

The  weighting  of  the  temporary  total  disabilities  is  most  easily  determined  by 
using  as  the  basis  of  measurement  the  actual  number  of  days  lost  as  a  result  of  the 
injuries. 

Under  the  plan  adopted  for  the  weighting  of  the  other  types  of  injuries,  the  fol- 
lowing principles  were  used : 

For  each  death  and  permanent  total  disability,  a  weight  of  six  thousand  days 
was  employed  as  representing  the  average  working  life  expectancy.  This  was 
determined  on  the  accident  experience  in  several  states  and  some  practical  modifica- 
tions based  on  committee  judgment. 

For  each  permanent  partial  disability,  an  aliquot  part  of  six  thousand  days 
proportionate  to  the  degree  of  disability  resulting  from  the  particular  bodily  im- 
pairment in  each  case  was  used. 

Severity  of  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Extent  of  Disability 


Per- 

Per- 

Tem- 

manent 

manent 

porary 

Industries                                      Totals 

Deaths 

Total 

Partial 

Total 

Disabil- 

Disabil- 

Disabil- 

ities 

ities 

ities 

Transportation,  road,  etc.    ....          584,263 

324,000 

18,000 

92,550 

149,713 

Trade 

541,344 

246,000 

12,000 

79,350 

203,994 

Textiles     . 

318,198 

126,000 

— 

88,150 

104,048 

Iron  and  steel     . 

311,450 

102,000 

12,000 

109,800 

87,650 

Building  trades  . 

274,274 

108,000 

— 

48,300 

117,974 

Miscellaneous     . 

253,525 

132,000 

— 

54,000 

67,525 

Service 

171,652 

60,000 

6,000 

28,050 

77,602 

Leather 

146,657 

30,000 

6,000 

55,050 

55,607 

Express  and  trucking 

103,457 

54,000 

6,000 

18,000 

25,457 

Food 

100,459 

30,000 

— 

27,350 

43,109 

Lumber      . 

94,999 

36,000 

— 

37,800 

21,199 

Professional 

85,098 

48,000 

— 

13,800 

23,298 

Paper         ... 

76,897 

18,000 

— 

24,750 

34,147 

Printing,  bookbinding 

52,527 

18,000 

— 

18,950 

15,577 

Liquors 

47,630 

30,000 

— 

9,000 

8,630 

Agriculture 

43,849 

12,000 

— 

13,500 

18,349 

Chemicals 

36,428 

18,000 

— 

9,000 

9,428 

Metals 

36,134 

18,000 

— 

8,250 

9,884 

Clothing    . 

35,012 

18,000 

6,000 

1,800 

9,212 

Others  in  transportation 

27,111 

6,000 

6,000 

5,100 

10,011 

Water  transportation 

22,273 

12,000 

— 

1,200 

9,073 

Clay,  glass,  stone 

19,952 

6,000 

- 

7,200 

6,752 

Minerals    . 

5,230 

— 

— 

3,600 

1,630 

Telephone,  telegraph  . 

3,675 

— 

— 

300 

3,375 

Air  transportation 

321 

- 

- 

- 

321 

Totals 

3,392,415  ■ 

1,452,000 

72,000 

754,850 

1,113,565 
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Distributed  Severity  of  Injuries 

Extent  of  DiSABiiiiTY  Days  Lost  Per  Cent 

Deaths 1,452,000  42.8 

Permanent  total  disabilities 72,000  2 . 1 

Permanent  partial  disabilities        .          .          .          .          .          .          .  754,850  22 . 3 

Temporary  total  disabilities           .......  1,113,565  32 . 8 

Totals 3,392,415  100. G 

The  above  table  indicates  that  under  the  weighted  system  used,  deaths  cover 
42.8  per  cent  of  the  total  time  loss,  although  only  242  out  of  a  total  of  32,973  cases 
were  fatal. 

Percentage  Distribution  of  Lost  Days  and  Average  Days  Per  Case,  by  Industries 

Per  Cent  Average  Days 

Industbies  of  Total  per  Case 

Transportation,  road,  etc.    .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .  17.2  160 

Trade 16.9  82 

Textiles 9.4  104 

Iron  and  steel     ..........  9.2  114 

Building  trades 8.1  121 

Miscellaneous  industries       .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .  7.5  109 

Service 6.1  76 

Leather 4.3  75 

Express  and  trucking            .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .  3.0  122 

Food 3.0  58 

Lumber 2.8  126 

Professional  service     .........  2.5  113 

Paper 2.3  74 

Printing  and  bookbinding    .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .  1.5  104 

Liquors 1.4  182 

Agriculture         .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .  1.3  100 

Chemicals           .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .  1.1  115 

Metals 1.1  102 

Clothing 1.0  110 

Others  in  transportation      ........  .8  141 

Water  transportation             ........  .6  99 

Clay,  glass  and  stone            ........  .6  101 

Minerals    .          .          .          .          .          .          ....          .          .          .  .1  131 

Telephone  and  telegraph      ........  .1  28 

Air  transportation       .........  .-'  32 

Totals 100.0  103 

1  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 

A  study  of  the  above  table  indicates  that  the  industry  "liquors"  contained  the 
injuries  which  were  of  the  most  severe  character,  the  average  days  lost  per  case 
being  182.  Last  year  the  average  time  loss  for  this  industry  was  76  days  per  case. 
However,  it  must  be  noted  that  there  were  5  fatals  this  year,  for  which  a  weighted 
time  loss  of  30,000  days  is  given,  and  last  year  there  was  only  1  fatal  in  this  group. 

The  industry  "minerals"  showed  an  average  time  loss  of  131  days  as  compared 
with  272  days  per  case  in  1934.  This  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  there 
were  2  fatals  in  1934  and  none  in  1935. 

Table  V,  Sex  and  Age  of  Injured  in  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries 

Sex  of  Injured. — The  following  table  indicates  that  from  a  total  of  32,973  cases, 
90.2  per  cent  occurred  among  males  and  3,235,  or  9.8  per  cent,  occurred  among 
females.    The  experience  according  to  the  extent  of  disability  is  here  shown. 


Extent  of  Injury,  by  Sex 

Males 

Females 

Extent  of  Disability 

Number  of 
Cases 

Per  Cent 

Number  of 
Cases 

Per  Cent 

Deaths    ..... 
Permanent  total  disabilities 
Permanent  partial  disabiUties     . 
Temporary  total  disabilities 

232 

12 

820 

28,674 

.8 

_i 

2^7 
96.4 

10 

70 
3,155 

.3 

2.2 
97.5 

Totals       .... 

29,738 

100.0 

3,235 

100.0 

1  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 
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An  analysis  of  the  above  table  shows  that  males  sustained  95.9  per  cent  of  the 
fatal  injuries,  and  that  .8  per  cent  of  the  total  injuries  to  them  were  fatal.  The 
fatal  injuries  to  women  were  .3  per  cent  of  the  total  injuries  sustained  by  them. 

The  permanent  total  injuries,  all  occurring  to  males,  were  less  than  one-tenth  of 
one  per  cent. 

The  percentages  of  the  permanent  partial  and  temporary  total  disabilities  were 
of  almost  equal  proportion. 

Age. — The  age  experience  for  aU  years  is  considered  by  compressing  the  number 
by  year  intervals,  into  groups  sufficient  for  general  explanation. 

Distribution  of  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Age  Periods 


Age  Periods  (Years) 


and  under 


to  24,  inclusive 
to  29,  inclusive 
to  34,  inclusive 
to  39,  inclusive 
to  44,  inclusive 
to  49,  inclusive 
to  54,  inclusive 
to  69,  inclusive 
to  64,  inclusive 
and  over  . 


Number  of 

Per  Cent 

Cases 

15 

.-1 

14 

_i 

97 

'.3 

261 

.8 

561 

1.7 

773 

2.3 

5,258 

15.9 

4,981 

15.1 

4,270 

13.0 

4,013 

12.2 

3,667 

11.1 

3,103 

9.4 

2,342 

7.1 

1,591 

4.8 

1,135 

3.4 

892 

2.7 

Totals 

1  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 


32,973 


100.0 


No  comment  on  the  above  table  seems  necessary  except  to  state  that  the  ages 
from  14  to  20  are  given  for  the  benefit  of  those  interested  in  minors. 


Table  VI,  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Wage  Groups 

No  attempt  is  made  in  the  following  table  to  give  the  distribution  by  industries 
as  Table  VI  in  the  Appendix  contains  this  information. 

Distribution  of  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Wage  Groups 


Wage  Groups 


Under 
$10.00 
SI  1.00 
$12.00 
$13.00 
$14.00 
$15.00 
$16.00 
$17.00 
$18.00 
$19.00 
$20.00 
$21.00 
$22.00 
$23.00 
$24.00 
$25.00 
$26.00 
$27.00 
$28.00 
$29.00 
$30.00 
$31.00 
$32.00 
$33.00 
$34.00 
$35.00 


$10.00 
to  $10.99 
to  $11.99 
to  $12.99 
to  $13.99 
to  $14.99 
to  $15.99 
to  $16.99 
to  $17.99 
to  $18.99 
to  $19.99 
to  $20.99 
to  $21.99 
to  $22.99 
to  $23.99 
to  $24.99 
to  $25.99 
to  $26.99 
to  $27.99 
to  $28.99 
to  $29.99 
to  $30.99 
to  $31.99 
to  $32.99 
to  $33.99 
to  $34.99 
and  over 


Totals 


Number  of 

Per  Cent 

Cumulative 

Cases 

of  Total 

Per  Cent 

1,088 

3.3 

3.3 

557 

1.7 

5.0 

584 

1.8 

6.8 

1,160 

3.5 

10.3 

1,193 

3.6 

13.9 

1,665 

5.1 

19.0 

2,601 

7.9 

26.9 

1,871 

5.7 

32.6 

1,243 

3.8 

36.4 

2,400 

7.3 

43.7 

1,058 

3.2 

46.9 

2,121 

6.4 

53.3 

1,160 

3.5 

56.8 

1,454 

4.4 

61.2 

876 

2.7 

63.9 

1,502 

4.6 

68.5 

1,924 

5.8 

74.3 

723 

2.2 

76.5 

1,082 

3.3 

79.8 

760 

2.3 

82.1 

335 

1.0 

83.1 

1,427 

4.3 

87.4 

379 

1.1 

88.5 

418 

1.3 

89.8 

340 

1.0 

90.8 

208 

.6 

91.4 

2,844 

8.6 

100.0 

32,973 


100.0 


This  year  as  well  as  last,  the  group  "$35.00  and  over,"  is  the  largest  with  2,844 
cases,  or  8.6  per  cent  of  the  total.  Although  this  is  an  increase  of  .5  per  cent  over 
1934,  it  is  14.5  per  cent  less  than  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1930. 
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NOMBSR  OF  TOTAL  TABUIATABLB  INJURIES  BY  WAGE  GROUP 

Comparison  of  year  ending 
June  30,  1934  with  year  ending  June  30,  1935 


5,000 


4,000 


3,000 


2,000 


1,000 


t3      •      • 
COM 

3  l-l 


c>jco«i<m»£»e~cocr>Or-4CNi-eO'4<m<oc-.cocTic>r-ie'jco«* 
r^l-^r-ll-^l-lr-^^-^l-^c^scsJc^Je^leMc^Jc^lc^l<^^e>J^oco•c^p■Jc^  U 


OOrH _.____.  - 

rHi-li-(r-l|-IlHi-!r-1p^r-lrHe>JPCC>5e«JWeMNC>)C>Jcat*JcOCOrr5CQ 


There  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  in  which  the  employees  were  receiving 
less  than  110.00  a  week,  from  4.7  per  cent  in  1934  to  3.3  per  cent  in  1935.  However, 
dm-ing  the  year  ending  June  30,  1930,  this  group  was  only  1.4  per  cent  of  the  total 
tabulatable  injuries. 

There  was  a  slight  increase,  from  22.1  per  cent  in  1934  to  23.5  per  cent  in  1935, 
in  the  number  of  cases  in  which  the  employees  received  the  maximum  compensa- 
tion of  $18  a  week.  However,  this  group  was  50.8  per  cent  of  the  total  cases 
occurring  in  the  year  ending  June  30,  1930. 
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Table  VII,  Location  op  Injury,  by  Nature  of  Injury 
Distribution  of  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Location  of  Injury 


Location  of  Injury 
Upper  extremities 
Lower  extremities 
Trunk 
Head  . 

Face  and  neck 
Body  . 

Totals  . 


Number  of 

Cases 

Per  Cent 

13,258 

40.2 

8,762 

26.6 

7.073 

21.4 

2,033 

6.2 

999 

3.0 

848 

2.6 

32,973 


100.0 


It  win  be  observed  that  of  a  total  of  32,973  injuries,  13,258  or  40.2  per  cent 
affected  the  upper  extremities. 

From  the  medical  aspect  in  particular,  and  for  information  in  general,  the  fol- 
lowing table,  which  shows  the  number  of  tabulatable  injuries,  by  location  and 
nature  of  injury,  will  prove  of  interest. 

Distribution  of  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Location  and  Nature  of  Injury 


Nature  of  Injury 


Head 


Face 

and 

Neck 


Trunk 


Upper 
Extremi- 
ties 


Lower 
Extremi- 
ties 


Body 


Totals 


Cuts,  punctures,  etc. 

Sprains  and  strains    . 

Abrasions,  bruises,  etc. 

All  other 

Fractures 

Burns  and  scalds 

Amputations,  loss  of  use 

Occupational  diseases 

Dislocations 

Concussions 

Electric  shocks 

Totals 


571 

334 

78 

6,270 

1,486 

23 

8,762 

2 

62 

5,164 

1,214 

2,134 

36 

8,612 

257 

121 

739 

1,667 

2,326 

141 

5,251 

721 

97 

619 

1,057 

1,135 

353 

3,982 

100 

55 

417 

1,238 

1,330 

— 

3,140 

169 

256 

38 

687 

249 

41 

1,440 

57 

— 

— 

699 

37 

— 

793 

42 

74 

3 

302 

21 

234 

676 

— 

- 

15 

124 

44 

— 

183 

114 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

114 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20 

20 

2,033 

999 

7,073 

13,258 

8,762 

848 

32,973 

Table  VIII,  Location,  by  Nature  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability 
This  table  shows  the  tabulatable  injuries,  by  nature  of  injury  and  duration  of 

disability,  including  the  percentage  distribution.     The  location  of  injury  is  not 

given  in  this  analysis. 

Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Nature  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability,  Including 

Percentage  Distribution 


Per- 

Per- 

Tem- 

manent 

manent 

porary 

Nature  of  Injury 

Totals 

Per 

Deaths 

Total 

Partial 

Total 

Cent 

Disabili- 
ties 

Disabili- 
ties 

Disabili- 
ties 

Cuts,  punctures,  etc. 
Sprains  and  strains 
Abrasions,  bruises,  etc. 
All  other 
Fractures 
Burns  and  scalds 
Amputations,  loss  of  use 
Occupational  diseases 
Dislocations    . 
Concussions    . 
Electric  shocks 

Totals      . 


8,762 

26.6 

24 

8,612 

26.1 

17 

5,251 

15.9 

11 

3,982 

12.1 

84 

3,140 

9.5 

67 

1,440 

4.4 

11 

793 

2.4 

8 

676 

2.0 

9 

183 

.6 

— 

114 

.3 

1 

20 

.1 

10 

- 

3 

8,735 

1 

14 

8,580 

- 

2 

5,238 

3 

15 

3,880 

2 

48 

3,023 

— 

— 

1,429 

3 

782 

— 

2 

18 

647 

_ 

1 

182 

1 

6 

106 

- 

1 

9 

32,973 


100.0 


31,829 


Table  IX,  Infection,  by  Nature  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability 

A  comparison  of  the  statistics  of  infections  shows  that  there  were  143  cases  less 
than  in  1934.  Experience  of  the  Board  shows  that  this  year  as  well  as  last,  one  out 
of  every  eleven  cases  resulted  in  an  infection.  The  reason  for  this  rather  strange 
ratio  can  be  more  or  less  charged  to  the  individual. 

'  Investigation  made  by  the  Department  of  Labor  and  Industries  has  indicated 
that  in  the  greater  majority  of  cases  facilities  for  first  aid  treatment  were  available, 
but  that  the  employees  neglected  to  make  use  of  them. 
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Infection,  by  Nature  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability 


Nature  of  Injury 


Permanent    Temporary 
Totals  Deaths  Partial  Total 

Disabilities   Disabilities 


Cuts,  punctures,  lacerations 
All  other    .  . 

Abrasions,  bruises,  contiisions 
Bums  and  scalds 
Amputations,  loss  of  use 
Fractures  .... 
Sprains  and  strains 

Totals 


2,046 

19 

1 

2,026 

356 

3 

1 

352 

351 

5 

1 

345 

90 

1 

— 

89 

80 

— 

80 

— 

7 

1 

— 

6 

6 

- 

- 

6 

2,936 


29 


83 


2,824 


According  to  the  above  table,  2,936  cases  of  infection  ensued  from  injuries.  This 
is  8.9  per  cent  of  the  total  tabulatable  injuries. 

Table  X,  Causes  of  Injuries,  by  Extent  of  Disability 

This  table  presents  the  accident  experience  with  such  detail  as  resources  permit, 
showing  by  detailed  causes  the  relative  extent  of  different  types  of  injuries  due  to 
assigned  causes.  The  table  also  shows  the  weighted  severity  of  injuries,  based  on 
time  loss. 

For  each  cause  enumerated,  the  following  information  is  given: 


Number  of  tabulatable  injuries: 
Total  cases 
Deaths 

Permanent  total  disabilities 
Permanent  partial  disabilities 
Temporary  total  disabilities 
7  days  and  under 

1  to  2  weeks 

2  to  3  weeks 
Over  3  weeks 


Days  lost  due  to: 
Total  cases 
Deaths 

Permanent  total  disabilities 
Permanent  partial  disabilities 
Temporary  total  disabihties 
7  days  and  under 

1  to  2  weeks 

2  to  3  weeks 
Over  3  weeks 


Condensed  information  of  the  detailed  table  follows : 


Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Cause  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability 


Permanent 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Cause  or  Injury 

Totals 

Deaths 

Total 

Partial 

Total 

Disabilities 

Disabilities 

Disabilities 

Handling  of  objects 

9,673 

33 

1 

143 

9,496 

Falls  of  persons    .... 

6,146 

34 

4 

52 

6,056 

Machinery  ..... 

4,723 

31 

1 

516 

4,175 

Vehicles       ..... 

2,611 

65 

2 

33 

2,511 

Hand  tools             .... 

2,337 

4 

— 

61 

2,272 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against  objects 

1,962 

12 

— 

17 

1,933 

Falling  objects,  not  being  handled  by 

employee           .... 

1,428 

17 

1 

16 

1,394 

Miscellaneous  causes     . 

1,787 

13 

— 

20 

1,754 

Explosions,  electricity,  etc.    . 

1,456 

23 

1 

12 

1,420 

Occupational  diseases   . 

676 

9 

2 

18 

647 

Animals       ..... 

174 

1 

- 

2 

171 

Totals             .... 

32,973 

242 

12 

890 

31,829 

The  above  table  in  condensed  form,  shows  for  each  printed  cause  group  the  total 
number  of  injuries  and  the  distribution  by  extent  of  the  resulting  disability. 

The  following  table  shows  by  percentage  distribution  the  information  conveyed 
above,  and  may  be  better  used  for  purposes  of  comparison. 
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Distribution  of  Causes,  by  Per  Cents 


Cause  of  Injuby 


Permanent    Permanent    Temporary- 
Totals  Deaths  Total  Partial  Total  _ 

Disabilities   Disabilities   Disabilitiea 


Handling  of  objects 

Falls  of  persons    . 

Machinery  . 

Vehicles 

Hand  tools 

Stepping  on  or  striking 

Miscellaneous  causes     . 

Explosions,  electricity,  etc. 

Falling   objects,   not  being 

employee 
Occupational  diseases   . 
Animals 

Totals 


objects 
handled   by 


29.4 

13.6 

8.3  + 

16.1 

29.8 

18.7 

14.0 

33.3  + 

5.8 

19.0 

14.3 

12.8 

8.3  + 

58.0 

13.1 

7.9 

26.9 

16.7 

3.7 

7.9 

7.1 

1.7 

— 

6.9 

7.2 

6.0 

5.0 

— 

1.9 

6.1 

5.4 

5.4 

— 

2.2 

5.5 

4.4 

9.5 

8.3  + 

1.4 

4.5 

4.3 

7.0 

8.3  + 

1.8 

4.4 

2.0 

3.7 

16.7 

2.0 

2.0 

.5 

.4 

.2 

.5 

100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


The  cause  group  in  which  the  highest  number  of  accidents  occurred  was  ''handling 
of  objects,"  with  29.4  per  cent,  followed  by  "falls  of  persons,"  with  18.7  per  cent. 


Distribution  of  Causes,  by  Resultant  Days  Lost 


Permanent 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Cause  of  Injury 

Totals 

Per 

Deaths 

Total 

Partial 

Total 

Cent 

Disabilities 

Disabilities 

Disabilities 

Machinery  .... 

721,700 

21.3 

186,000 

6,000 

385,100 

144,600 

Falls  of  persons    . 

595,365 

17.5 

204,000 

24,000 

87,000 

280,365 

Handling  of  objects 

588,961 

17.4 

198,000 

6,000 

76,800 

308,161 

Vehicles       .... 

551,807 

16.3 

390,000 

12,000 

41,100 

108,707 

Explosions,  electricity,  etc.    . 

198,650 

5.9 

138,000 

6,000 

14,250 

40,400 

Falling    objects,    not    being 

handled  by  employee 

190,207 

5.6 

102,000 

6,000 

19,500 

62,707 

Occupational  diseases   . 

137,721 

4.1 

54,000 

12,000 

42,000 

29,721 

Hand  tools 

132,380 

3.9 

24,000 

— 

59,400 

48,980 

Miscellaneous  causes     . 

130,748 

3.8 

78,000 

— 

12,300 

40,448 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against 

objects     .... 

126,801 

3.7 

72,000 

— 

11,400 

43,401 

Animals       .... 

18,075 

.5 

6,000 

- 

6,000 

6,075 

Totals 

3,392,415 

100.0 

1,452,000 

72,000 

754,850 

1,113,665 

As  indicated  above,  the  most  serious  cause  of  injury,  as  measured  in  terms  of 
time  loss,  is  "machinery,"  with  21.3  per  cent  of  the  total.  The  estimated  time  loss 
on  this  account,  as  shown  by  the  above  table,  was  721,700  days.  This  increase  is 
due,  in  part,  to  the  fact  that  there  were  31  fatals  in  this  classification  this  year  and 
only  24  last  year. 


Average  Time  Loss  per  Case  by  Principal  Causes 

Cause  of  Injury 


Vehicles     ....... 

Occupational  diseases  .... 

Machinery  ...... 

Explosions,  electricity,  etc.  .... 

Falling  objects,  not  being  handled  by  employee 
Animals     ....... 

Falls  of  persons  .  .  .  .  . 

Miscellaneous  causes  ..... 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against  objects 
Handling  of  objects     ..... 

Hand  tools  ...... 


Average  Days 
per  Case 

211 
204 
153 
136 
133 
104 

97 

73 

65 

61 

67 


In  considering  these  figures  the  fact  should  be  remembered  that  the  units  cover 
all  cases,  including  deaths,  permanent  total,  permanent  partial  and  temporary  total 
disabilities.  If  more  detailed  analysis  is  desired  to  meet  particular  questions, 
reference  should  be  made  to  the  Appendix  under  this  table  heading. 
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Table  XI,  MAcnrNEBY — Fkeqtjency  of  Injuries,  by  Manner  of  Occurrence 

AND  BY  Part  of  Machine 

The  number  of  machine  accidents,  according  to  the  cause  and  the  percentage  of 
the  total,  is  given  in  the  following  table: 

Machine  Accidents,  by  Manner  of  Occurrence 

Number  of  Per  Cent 

Manner  of  Occurence  Cases  of  Total 

Starting,  stopping,  or  operating  machine         ......  1,901  40.3 

All  other 1,214  25.7 

Adjusting  machine,  tool,  or  work            .......              606  12.8 

Cleaning  or  oiling  machine  .........              337  7.2 

Flying  objects 313  6.6 

Breaking  of  machine,  tool,  or  work        .......              204  4.3 

Repairing  machine       ..........              148  3 . 1 

Totals 4,723  100.0 

Of  the  4,723  machine  accidents,  1,901  or  40.3  per  cent  occurred  while  "starting, 
stopping,  or  operating  machine."  There  were  1,374  of  these  cases  which  occurred 
at  the  "point  of  operation." 

Further  analysis  of  the  table  is  given  in  the  following  summary,  showing  the  part 
of  the  machine  on  which  the  injury  occurred. 

Machine  Accidents,  by  Part  of  Machine 

Part  of  Machine 

All  other        ........... 

Point  of  operation  ......... 

Belts 

Gears   ............ 

Cranks  and  eccentrics     ......... 

Setscrews,  keys,  and  bolts        ........ 

Flywheels      ........... 

Counterweights      .......... 

Totals 4,723  100.0 

Table  XII,  Condition  of  Dependents  in  Uninsured  Fatal  Cases 

This  table  shows  in  detail,  when  the  information  was  obtainable,  the  industry, 
occupation,  age,  wage,  amount  payable  under  the  Act  in  analogous  cases,  de- 
pendents, settlement,  and  financial  condition  of  the  family.  Analysis  of  the  facts 
in  the  table  is  not  made  here,  but  will  be  found  in  a  separate  chapter  devoted  to 
the  subject  under  this  heading. 

Table  XIII,  Conjugal  Condition  and  Dependency  in  Cases  of  Fatal  Injuries 

The  conjugal  condition  of  the  employees  fatally  injured,  the  extent  of  dependency 
according  to  the  number  of  persons  dependent,  are  considered  in  the  following 
paragraphs: 

Conjugal  Condition  in  Fatal  Cases 

Number  of  Per  Cent 

Condition                                                                                                       Cases  of  Total 

Single 48  19.8 

Married 179  74.0 

Widowed 11  4.5 

Divorced    ............                  4  1.7 

Totals 242  100.0 

Of  the  179  cases  in  which  the  employees  were  married,  171  involved  total  de- 
pendency, 6  partial  and  2  no  dependency. 

There  were  48  cases  in  which  the  employees  were  single.  Total  dependency  was 
involved  in  6  cases,  partial  dependency  in  25  cases,  and  in  the  remaining  17  cases, 
there  was  no  dependency. 

In  the  remaining  15  cases,  11  were  widowed  and  4  divorced. 


Number  of 

Per  Cent 

Cases 

of  Total 

2,213 

46.9 

2,074 

43.9 

176 

3.7 

168 

3.6 

68 

1.4 

11 

.2 

8 

.2 

5 

.1 
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Table  XIV,  Specific  Injuey  Cases,  by  Age  of  Peesons  Injured 

This  table  indicates  that  there  were  785  cases  of  specific  injuries.  In  94,  or  12 
per  cent,  the  employees  were  more  than  55  years  of  age;  1,  or  .1  per  cent  occurred 
among  children  under  16  years  of  age. 

The  number  of  injuries  to  minors  decreased  from  15  in  1934  to  5  in  1935. 

Specific  Injuries 

Type  of  Injury 
One  or  more  fingers,  one  phalange,  n.o.c.        ...... 

Two  or  more  fingers,  2  or  more  phalanges,  n.o.c.    ..... 

One  eye     .  _       . 

Right  or  major  index  finger,  2  or  more  phalanges   ..... 

Right  or  major  thtimb,  1  phalange        ....... 

One  toe      .  _       . 

Right  or  major  hand  or  arm  ........ 

Left  or  minor  hand  or  arm  ......... 

Right  or  major  index  finger,  2  phalanges,  and  one  or  more  fingers  on  same 
hand      ............ 

Right  or  major  thumb,  2  phalanges       ....... 

One  foot  or  leg  ........... 

Right  or  major  thumb,  2  phalanges,  and  1  or  more  fingers 

Two  or  more  toes        .......... 

Two  or  more  fingers  or  thumbs  on  both  hands        ..... 

Right  or  major  thumb,  1  phalange,  and  1  or  more  fingers 

Right  or  major  thumb,  1  phalange,  and  right  or  major  index  finger,  2 


One  finger  or  thumb  and  one  toe 

One  eye  and  2  or  more  fingers*     . 

Both  hands  or  arms    . 

Both  feet  or  legs 

Both  eyes  .  .  .  , 


Number  of 

Cases 

Per  Cent 

505 

64.3 

60 

7.7 

55 

7.0 

40 

5.1 

27 

3.5 

20 

2.6 

17 

2.2 

17 

2.2 

11 

1.4 

8 

1.0 

7 

.9 

4 

.5 

3 

.4 

3 

.4 

2 

,2 

,1 

,1 

.1 

Totals 785  100.0 

*  This  case  is  classified  under  "amputation  or  loss  of  use  of  one  eye"  in  tables  VII  and  VIII. 

The  group  "one  or  more  fingers,  one  phalange,"  continues  to  be  the  largest 
numerically  of  all  groups  classified  within  this  table.  Included  within  this  classifi- 
cation are  all  finger  injuries,  except  those  occurring  to  the  right  or  major  thumb 
and  index  finger,  in  which  there  is  a  loss,  either  by  amputation  or  the  equivalent 
loss  of  use,  of  less  than  wo  phalanges  of  one  or  more  fingers.  In  other  words,  this 
group  includes  specified  injuries  to  both  one  finger  and  left  or  minor  thumb,  and 
other  such  injuries  which  do  not  come  within  the  higher  classification,  "two  or  more 
fingers,  two  or  more  phalanges." 

There  was  one  case  involving  the  loss  of  use  of  both  arms,  one  case  of  amputa- 
tion of  both  legs,  and  one  case  in  which  the  employee  lost  the  sight  in  both  eyes. 

Table  XV,  Specific  Injury  Cases,  by  Causes 

There  were  508,  or  64.7  per  cent  of  the  total  specific  injuries  which  occurred  on 
machinery.    This  is  a  decrease  of  3.5  per  cent  as  compared  with  1934. 

In  the  group  "one  or  more  fingers,  1  phalange,"  there  were  505  cases.  There 
were  322  of  these  cases  which  were  due  to  machinery,  and  217,  or  67.4  per  cent 
occurred  at  the  point  of  operation. 

Percentage  Distribution  of  Specific  Injury  Cases,  by  Causes 

Number  of  Per  Cent 

Cause  of  Injtjey  Cases  of  Total 

Machinery 508  64.7 

Handling  of  objects 132  16.8 

Hand  tools 58  7.4 

Vehicles 23  2.9 

Miscellaneous  causes  ..........  19  2.4 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against  objects           ......  14  1.8 

Fires,  explosions,  electricity,  etc.             .......  11  1.4 

Falls  of  persons             ..........  10  1.3 

Falling  objects,  not  being  handled  by  employee      .....  10  1.3 

Totals 785  100.0 

In  the  following  table  of  specific  eye  injuries,  there  is  included  in  the  classification 
"fires,  explosions,  electricity,  etc.,"  one  case  in  which  the  employee  also  sustained 
the  specific  loss  of  two  fingers  on  his  right  hand. 
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Distribution  of  Specific  Injuries  to  Eye,  by  Causes 

Number  of 

Cause  of  Injtjkt  Cases 

Hand  tools          ..............  25 

Machinery          ..............  18 

Handling  of  objects     .............  4 

Fires,  explosions,  electricity,  etc.            ..........  3 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against  objects           .........  3 

Falling  objects,  not  being  handled  by  employee      ........  1 

Miscellaneous  causes  .............  3 

Total 57 

The  above  table  includes,  under  "fires,  explosions,  electricity,  etc.,"  one  case  in 
which  the  employee  sustained  the  loss  of  vision  in  both  eyes. 


DEPENDENCY  IN  FATAL  CASES  NOT  INSURED  UNDER  THE  ACT 

From  July  1,  1934,  to  June  30,  1935,  there  were  27  non-insured  fatal  cases.  The 
dependents  in  these  cases  obtained  their  reUef  by  settlement,  voluntary  agreement, 
or  through  legal  procedure. 

The  information  contained  below  was  obtained  by  questionnaires  sent  to  the 
dependents  or  by  personal  interview. 


Not  Insured  Fatal  Injuries,  by  Industries 


Industry 
Steam  railroads 
Wholesale  and  retail  trade 
Building  trades 
Agricvdture 

Paper     .... 
Stone  crushing 


Number 

of  Cases 

12 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 


Industbt 

Number 
of  Cases 

Shipbuilding  . 

Food      .... 

Mfg.  of  leather 

Mfg.  of  thread 

Garage  .... 

Chemical 

Total 

.       27 

The  average  age  of  the  employees  at  the  time  of  death  was  46  years  and  the 
average  weekly  wages  were  $26.93. 

Subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  the  possible  total  pajmient  to  dependents 
in  these  cases  is  $91,500.  In  all  but  8  cases  dependency  was  total  and  in  each  of 
such  cases  the  maximum  payment  possible,  according  to  the  number  of  dependents, 
is  between  $4,000  and  $6,400.  There  were  6  no  dependency  cases  on  which  $250 
would  have  been  due  in  each  case,  $150  for  funeral  expenses,  and  $100  to  the  Com- 
monwealth in  accordance  with  G.  L.  c.  152,  s.  65.  There  were  2  cases  involving 
partial  dependents  on  which  about  $1,000  would  have  been  due  under  the  Act  in 
each  case. 

In  only  6  of  these  cases  were  we  able  to  obtain  accurate  figures  as  to  the  actual 
amount  paid  by  non-insured  employers  to  the  dependents  of  their  fatally  injured 
employees.    The  amount  paid  was  $20,315,  or  an  average  of  $3,386  per  case 

Last  year  the  total  amount  of  settlements  reported  in  7  cases  was  $20,900. 

A  statistical  tabulation  of  these  cases  follows: 


Industry  and  occupation 

Age 

Wages 

Dependents  and  Amount 

Payable  in  Analogous 

Cases 

Settlement 

Steam  railroad,  machinist 
Steam  railroad,  brakeman 

67 
59 

$30.34 
$39.00 

Widow  and  2  children    . 

($5,600) 
Widow  and  2  children    . 

($5,600) 
Father 

($4,000) 
None    .... 

($250) 
Widow  and  6  children     . 

($6,400) 
Widow  and  6  children     . 

($6,400) 

.  $28,250 

$1,000 
$7,500 

Waste  paper,  truck  driver 
Agriculture,  logger 

23 
25 

$20.00 
$12.00 

S  800 
$   365 

Shipbuilding,  chipper  and  caulker 
Trade,  manager     . 

40 
38 

$28.35 
$34.00 

$6,000 
$4,650 

Totals    .... 

$20,315 
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An  analysis  of  dependency  is  of  value  in  uninsured  cases  in  showing  upon  whom 
the  burden  feU. 

Dependency  in  Uninsured  Cases 

Number 
Dependency  of  Cases 

Father 1 


Nunaber 

Dependency 

of  Cases 

Widow  and  8  children 

1 

Widow  and  6  children 

2 

Widow  and  2  children 

2 

Widow  and  1  child 

2 

Widow  .... 

9 

Mother 

Husband 

Daughter 

No  dependents 


Total 27 

THE  MEDICAL  DIVISION 

The  work  accomplished  by  the  Medical  Division  of  the  Board,  under  the  super- 
vision of  its  medical  adviser,'  is  briefly  presented  in  this  chapter.  A  more  detailed 
statement  of  the  work  and  functions  of  this  department  will  be  found  in  the  sixth 
annual  report. 

Insurers  under  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act  paid  out  for  medical  and 
hospital  services  during  the  period  July  1,  1934,  to  June  30,  1935,  the  sum  of 
$2,177,736.74.  This  sum  represents  34  per  cent  of  the  total  payments  of  the  year. 
During  this  period,  91,641  injured  employees  were  furnished  either  medical  or 
hospital  treatment  at  the  expense  of  the  insurance  companies. 

Many  problems  have  grown  out  of  the  large  number  of  cases  which  have  re- 
quired the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  Medical  Division,  including  advice  as  to  the 
reasonableness  of  the  charges  of  physicians  and  hospitals  in  disputed  cases,  adequacy 
of  the  treatment  provided,  additional  treatment  beyond  the  j&rst  two  weeks  after 
the  injury,  whether  the  employee's  incapacity  for  work  as  a  result  of  the  injury  had 
terminated  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  other  medical  questions. 

Impartial  physicians  are  appointed  by  the  Members  of  the  Board.  During  the 
year  covered  by  this  report,  2,314  impartial  examinations  have  been  made  at  a 
total  cost  of  $17,751.75.  In  addition  to  this  sum,  $568.30  was  paid  out  on  account 
of  services  of  impartial  physicians  at  hearings  upon  disputed  cases,  and  for  hospital 
records  obtained  by  the  Board. 

The  medical  work  of  the  Board  has  been  administered  from  the  viewpoint  that 
employees  are  entitled  to  adequate  medical  and  hospital  treatment,  but  that  the 
cost  of  such  treatment  should  be  reasonable. 

•  Francis  D.  Donoghue,  M.  D. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION  ACT 

The  following  six  amendments  were  enacted  during  the  1936  session: 
Section  sixty-five  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  of  the  General  Laws,  as 
amended  by  chapter  three  hundred  and  ninety-five  of  the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred 
and  thirty-five,  is  hereby  further  amended  by  st  iking  out,  in  the  fourth  line,  the 
words  "two  hundred  and  fifty"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  words: — ^five 
hundred, — so  as  to  read  as  follows: — Section  65.  For  every  case  of  personal  injury 
resulting  in  death  covered  by  this  chapter,  when  there  are  no  dependents,  the 
insurance  company  shall  pay  into  the  treasury  of  the  commonwealth  five  hundred 
doUars.  Such  payments  shall  constitute  a  special  fund  in  the  custody  of  the  state 
treasurer  who  shall  make  payments  therefrom  upon  the  written  order  of  the  de- 
partment for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  section  thirty-seven.  {Approved  March  23, 
1936.    In  effect  June  21,  1936.) 

Chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  of  the  General  Laws  is  hereby  amended  by 
striking  out  section  thirty,  as  appearing  in  the  Tercentenary  Edition,  and  inserting 
in  place  thereof  the  following: — Section  30.  During  the  first  two  weeks  after  the 
injury,  and,  in  unusual  cases  or  cases  requiring  specialized  or  surgical  treatment, 
in  the  discretion  of  the  department,  for  a  longer  period,  the  insurer  shall  furnish 
adequate  and  reasonable  medical  and  hospital  services,  and  medicines  if  needed, 
together  with  the  expenses  necessarily  incidental  to  such  services.  The  employee 
may  select  a  physician  other  than  the  one  provided  by  the  insurer;  and  in  case  he 
shall  be  treated  by  a  physician  of  his  own  selection  the  reasonable  cost  of  the 
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physician's  services  shall  be  paid  by  the  insurer,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
department.  Such  approval  shall  be  granted  only  if  the  department  finds  that  such 
services  were  necessary  and  the  charges  therefor  were  reasonable.  In  any  case 
where  the  department  is  of  opinion  that  the  fitting  of  the  employee  with  an  arti- 
ficial eye  or  limb,  or  other  mechanical  appliance,  will  promote  his  restoration  to 
or  continue  him  in  industry,  it  may  order  that  he  be  provided  with  such  an  artificial 
eye,  limb  or  appliance,  at  the  expense  of  the  insurer.  {Approved  March  23,  1936. 
In  effect  June  21,  1936.) 

Chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  of  the  General  Laws  is  hereby  amended  by 
striking  out  section  sixty-nine,  as  most  recently  amended  by  section  seven  of 
chapter  three  hundred  and  eighteen  of  the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
three,  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following: — 

Section  69.  The  commonwealth  and  any  county,  city,  town  or  district  having 
the  power  of  taxation  which  has  accepted  chapter  eight  hundred  and  seven  of  the 
acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  thirteen,  and  any  town  or  district  having  the  power 
of  taxation  which  accepts  the  provisions  of  this  section  at  an  annual  meeting  or 
at  any  special  meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  and  any  county  tuberculosis  hospital 
district  under  sections  seventy-eight  to  ninety,  inclusive,  of  chapter  one  hundred 
and  eleven,  if  the  trustees  of  said  district  accept  the  provisions  of  this  section,  shall 
pay  to  laborers,  workmen  and  mechanics  employed  by  it  who  receive  injuries, 
arising  out  of  and  in  the  course  of  their  emplojnnaent,  or,  in  case  of  death  resulting 
from  such  injury,  to  the  persons  entitled  thereto,  the  compensation  provided  by 
this  chapter.  Compensation  payable  under  this  chapter  to  an  injured  employee 
of  the  commonwealth  who  receives  full  maintenance  in  addition  to  his  cash  salary 
or  wage,  and  compensation  payable  thereunder  to  his  dependents  in  case  of  his 
death,  shall  be  based  upon  his  average  weekly  wages  plus  the  sum  of  seven  dollars 
per  week  in  Ueu  of  the  full  maintenance  received  by  him.  Sections  seventy  to 
seventy-five,  inclusive,  shall  apply  to  the  commonwealth  and  to  any  county,  city, 
town  or  district  having  the  power  of  taxation  which  has  accepted  said  chapter 
eight  hundred  and  seven,  and  to  any  town  or  district  having  the  power  of  taxation 
which  accepts  the  provisions  of  this  section  as  hereinbefore  provided,  and  to  any 
county  tuberculosis  hospital  district  under  said  sections  seventy-eight  to  ninety, 
inclusive,  if  the  trustees  of  said  district  accept  the  provisions  of  this  section.  The 
terms  laborers,  workmen  and  mechanics,  as  used  in  sections  sixty-eight  to  seventy- 
five,  inclusive,  shall  include  foremen,  subforemen  and  inspectors  of  the  common- 
wealth or  of  any  such  county,  city,  town,  district  or  county  tuberculosis  hospital 
district,  to  such  extent  as  the  commonwealth  or  such  county,  city,  town  or  district, 
acting  respectively  through  the  governor  and  council,  county  commissioners,  city 
council,  the  qualified  voters  in  a  town  or  district  meeting,  or  the  trustees  of  such 
county  tuberculosis  hospital  district,  shall  determine,  as  evidenced  by  a  writing 
filed  with  the  department.    {Approved  May  7,  1936.    In  effect  August  5,  1936.) 

Section  sixty-nine  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  of  the  General  Laws,  as 
most  recently  amended  by  chapter  two  hundred  and  sixty  of  the  acts  of  the  current 
year,  is  hereby  further  amended  by  striking  out,  in  the  thirty-second  line,  the  words 
"foremen,  subforemen  and  inspectors"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  words: — 
other  employees  except  members  of  a  police  or  fire  force,  regardless  of  the  nature  of 
their  work, — so  as  to  read  as  follows: — Section  69.  The  commonwealth  and  any 
county,  city,  town  or  district  having  the  power  of  taxation  which  has  accepted 
chapter  eight  hundred  and  seven  of  the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  thirteen,  and 
any  town  or  district  having  the  power  of  taxation  which  accepts  the  provisions  of 
this  section  at  an  annual  meeting  or  at  any  special  meeting  called  for  the  purpose, 
and  any  county  tuberculosis  hospital  district  under  sections  seventy-eight  to 
ninety,  inclusive,  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  eleven,  if  the  trustees  of  said  district 
accept  the  provisions  of  this  section,  shall  pay  to  laborers,  workmen  and  mechanics 
employed  by  it  who  receive  injuries  arising  out  of  and  in  the  course  of  their  em- 
ployment, or,  in  case  of  death  resulting  from  such  injury,  to  the  persons  entitled 
thereto,  the  compensation  provided  by  this  chapter.  Compensation  payable  under 
this  chapter  to  an  injured  employee  of  the  commonwealth  who  receives  full  mainte- 
nance in  addition  to  his  cash  salary  or  wage,  and  compensation  payable  thereunder 
to  his  dependents  in  case  of  his  death,  shall  be  based  upon  his  average  weekly  wages 
plus  the  sum  of  seven  dollars  per  week  in  lieu  of  the  full  maintenance  received  by 
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him.  Sections  seventy  to  seventy-five,  inclusive,  shall  apply  to  the  commonwealth 
and  to  any  county,  city,  town  or  district  having  the  power  of  taxation  which  has 
accepted  said  chapter  eight  hundred  and  seven,  and  to  any  town  or  district  having 
the  power  of  taxation  which  accepts  the  provisions  of  this  section  as  hereinbefore 
provided,  and  to  any  county  tuberculosis  hospital  district  under  said  sections 
seventy-eight  to  ninety,  inclusive,  if  the  trustees  of  said  district  accept  the  pro- 
visions of  this  section.  The  terms  laborers,  workmen  and  mechanics,  as  used  in 
sections  sixty-eight  to  seventy-five,  inclusive,  shall  include  other  employees  except 
members  of  a  poHce  or  fire  force,  regardless  of  the  nature  of  their  work,  of  the 
commonwealth  or  of  any  such  county,  city,  town,  district  or  county  tuberculosis 
hospital  district,  to  such  extent  as  the  commonwealth  or  such  county,  city,  town 
or  district,  acting  respectively  through  the  governor  and  councU,  county  com- 
missioners, city  council,  the  qualified  voters  in  a  town  or  district  meeting,  or  the 
trustees  of  such  county  tuberculosis  hospital  district,  shall  determine,  as  evidenced 
by  a  writing  filed  with  the  department.  (Approved  June  24,  1936.  In  effect 
September  22,  1936.) 

Any  person,  corporation  or  other  concern,  in  the  manufacturing  industry  who 
employs  one  or  more  persons  in  the  operation  of  machinery  or  machines  of  any 
nature,  which  by  the  records  of  the  Massachusetts  industrial  accident  board  has 
shown  that  the  said  machine  or  machines  is  capable  of  inflicting  an  injury  on  the 
employee  operating  said  machine  and  involving  the  loss  of  life,  limb  or  injury  to 
said  employee,  said  employer  shall  provide  compensation  of  a  monetary  nature  to 
said  employee  during  such  time  of  incapacitation.  The  said  compensation  shall 
be  not  less  than  the  amount  and  period  of  time  as  provided  for  in  the  workmen's 
compensation  act  and  its  amendments  thereto.  Any  employee  of  any  person,  con- 
cern or  corporation  cited  above  shall  accept  the  provisions  of  this  act  except  in  the 
event  that  the  employer  fails  to  comply  with  the  provisions  as  later  stated  in  this 
act.  In  such  case  the  employee  retains  his  rights  of  civil  action  and  the  employer's 
common  law  rights  shall  be  abrogated  as  specified  in  section  sixty-six  of  chapter 
one  hundred  and  fifty-two  of  the  General  Laws.  Failure  on  the  part  of  any  em- 
ployer to  comply  with  this  provision  and  in  the  event  of  one  or  more  of  his  employees 
becoming  involved  in  an  accident  relative  to  his  work  on  any  such  machine  or 
machines  as  shown  by  the  records  of  the  Massachusetts  industrial  accident  board 
as  being  capable  of  inflicting  an  injury  upon  any  employee  operating  said  machine 
then  that  employer  shall  be  required  to  post  a  bond  of  a  sufficient  amount,  to  be 
determined  by  the  Massachusetts  industrial  accident  board  or  a  certificate  of  in- 
surance, acceptable  to  said  board  before  said  machine,  or  group  of  machines  of  the 
same  type  in  his  factory,  is  permitted  to  operate  again.  {Approved  June  24,  1936. 
In  effect  September  22,  1936.) 

Chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  of  the  General  Laws  is  hereby  amended  by 
inserting  after  section  sixty-nine  A,  inserted  therein  by  chapter  three  hundred  and 
fifteen  of  the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-three,  the  following  new  section : — 
Section  69B.  Payments  of  compensation,  or  payments  of  medical  or  other  expenses 
or  fees  by  the  commonwealth  under  this  chapter  following  the  consent  or  order  re- 
quired by  section  sixty-nine  A  shall  be  made  only  upon  vouchers  bearing  the 
certification  of  the  supervisor  of  workmen's  compensation  agents  and  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  department.  Said  supervisor  shall  cause  to  be  periodically 
rnade  such  examinations  and  investigations  as  may  assist  in  determining  whether 
or  not  the  injured  employee  is  still  incapacitated  and  whether  such  payments  are 
due  under  this  chapter.    (Approved  June  25,  1936.    In  effect  September  23,  1936.) 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES. 


Table  I. — Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Cases  Insured  and  not 
Insured,  July  1, 1934  to  June  30, 1935 


Industries 


Not 
Insured       Insured 


Total 


Agriculture,  Forestry  and  Animal  Husbandry 

Agriculture   .  ......... 

Forestry        .......... 

Animal  husbandry  ........ 

Ice  harvesting        ......... 

Extraction  of  Minerals 
Quarrying      .......... 

Building  Trades 
Carpenters    .......... 

Electricians  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

Masons  .......... 

Plumhers       .......... 

Painters         .......... 

Roofers  .......... 

Iron  workers  (in  building  trades  only)       ..... 

All  other       .......... 

Chemical  and  Allied  Products 

Fertilizers      .......... 

Paints,  varnish  and  japanning  ...... 

Powder,  cartridges,  fireworks,  etc.,  makers         .... 

Soap  makers  ......... 

Other  chemical  workers  ....... 

Clay,  Glass  and  Stone  Products 
Brick  makers  ......... 

Potteries        .......... 

Tile  makers  .......... 

Glass  makers,  workers    ........ 

Lime,  cement  and  gypsum       ....... 

Marble  and  stone  cutters         ....... 

Mica,  isinglass        ......... 

Clothing 
Clothing  makers     ......... 

Corset  makers        ......... 

Hat  makers,  wool  or  felt  ....... 

Shirt,  collar  and  cuff  makers   ....... 

Food  and  Kindred  Products 
Bakery,  bread  and  other  bakery  products 
Butter  and  cheese  makers 
Candy,  confectionery      ........ 

Fish  curers  and  packers  ....... 

Flour  and  grain  mills      ........ 

Fruit  and  vegetable  caimers    ....... 

Slaughter  and  packing  houses ....... 

Sugar  makers  and  refiners        ....... 

Other  food  preparers       ........ 

Iron  and  Steel  and  Their  Products 
Agricultural  implements  ....... 

Automobile  factories       ........ 

Car  and  railroad  shops    ........ 

Foundries  and  metal  working,  tools,  forging      .... 

Manufacture  of  aeroplanes      ....... 

Ship  and  boat  building   ........ 

Wagons  and  carriages     ........ 

Other  iron  and  steel  workers   ....... 

Leather  and  Its  Finished  Products 
Harness  and  saddle  makers  and  repairers  .... 

Leather  belt,  leather  case,  pocketbook  makers  .... 

Shoes    ........... 

Tanneries      .......... 

Trunk  makers        ......... 

Liquors  and  Beverages 
Breweries      .......... 

Distilleries     .......... 

Other  liquor  and  beverage  workers  ...... 

Lumber  and  Its  Re-manufacture 
Box  makers  (wood)         ........ 

Furniture       .......... 

Pianos  and  organs  ........ 

Saw  and  planing  mills     ........ 

Wood  heels   .......... 

Other  wood  workers        ........ 

Metals  and  Metal  Products  Other  than  Iron  and  Steel 
Brass  mills    .......... 

Clock  factories        ......... 

Copper  factories     ......... 

Gold  and  silver  factories  ....... 

Jewelry  factories    .  .  .  .  . 

Lead  and  zinc  factories  ........ 

Tin-plate  factories  ........ 

Watch  factories      ......... 

Copper  and  brass  factories       .  .  .  .  . 

Other  metal  workers       .  .  . 


421 

17 

438 

315 

16 

331 

40 

— 

40 

27 

— 

27 

39 

1 

40 

26 

14 

40 

26 

14 

40 

2,246 

28 

2,274 

100 

5 

105 

86 

2 

88 

52 

— 

52 

163 

1 

164 

92 

3 

96 

99 

3 

102 

108 

— 

108 

1,546 

14 

1,560 

315 

1 

316 

36 

— 

36 

36 

— 

36 

13 

— 

13 

38 

— 

38 

192 

1 

193 

193 

5 

198 

38 

— 

38 

5 

— 

5 

2 

— 

2 

22 

— 

22 

52 

— 

52 

68 

5 

73 

6 

- 

6 

316 

3 

319 

243 

3 

246 

12 

— 

12 

32 

— 

32 

29 

- 

29 

1,713 

7 

1,720 

528 

3 

531 

34 

1 

35 

151 

— 

151 

218 

— 

218 

2 

— 

2 

7 

1 

8 

534 

1 

535 

52 

_ 

52 

187 

1 

188 

2,456 

279 

2,735 

1 

— 

1 

310 

1 

311 

18 

3 

21 

775 

103 

878 

1 

— 

1 

69 

155 

224 

5 

_ 

5 

1,277 

17 

1,294 

1,922 

26 

1,948 

2 

1 

3 

52 

3 

55 

1,121 

2 

1.123 

746 

20 

766 

1 

— 

1 

262 

_ 

262 

126 

_ 

126 

43 

— 

43 

93 

- 

93 

750 

3 

753 

92 

— 

92 

288 

1 

289 

17 

— 

17 

97 

1 

98 

33 

— 

33 

223 

1 

224 

351 

2 

353 

26 

— 

26 

9 

— 

9 

28 

_ 

28 

53 

— 

53 

56 

— 

56 

35 

2 

37 

34 

— 

34 

36 

_ 

36 

48 

— 

48 

26 

- 

26 
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Table  I. — Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Cases  Insured  and  not 
Insured,  July  1,  193 Jf.  to  June  SO,  1935 — Continued 


Indubtkies 


Insured 


Not 
Insured 


Total 


Paper 

Box  makers  (paper)         ....... 

Makers  of  blank  books,  envelopes,  tags  and  labels,  paper  bags 
Paper  and  pulp  mills       ....... 

Pulp  mills      ......... 

Other  paper  goods  ....... 


Printing  and  Bookbinding 

Printing  and  publishing  establishments     . 

Textiles 

Carpet  mills  ...... 

Cotton  mills  ...... 

Dyeing  and  finishing  textiles   .... 

Hemp  and  jute  mills       ..... 

Knitting  mills         ...... 

Lace  and  embroidery  makers  .... 

Linen  mills    ....... 

Print  works  ....... 

Rope  and  cordage  factories,  twine    . 
Sail,  awning  and  tent  makers 

SilkmiUs 

Woolen  mills,  worsted  mills     .... 
Not  specified  textile  workers   .... 


Miscellaneous  Industries 

Broom  and  brush  makers         .... 

Button  makers       ...... 

Cigars  and  tobacco  ..... 

Electric  light  and  power  companies 

Electrical  supplies  ..... 

Gas  works     ....... 

Oil  works       ....... 

Rubber  factories    ...... 

Straw  workers         ...... 

Gas  and  electric  companies      .... 

Other  miscellaneous  industries  and  occupations 

Water  Transportation 

Water  power  (proprietors  of  locks  and  canals)  . 
Water  transportation      ..... 

Transportation,  Road,  etc. 

Construction  and  maintenance  of  roads,  streets,  etc. 
Livery  stables  and  garages       .... 

Cab  and  hack  companies  .... 

Street  railways       ...... 

Steam  railroads      ...... 

Express  Companies 

Express  companies  and  trucking 


Teleptione  and  Telegraph 

Telephone  and  telegraph  .... 

Aeroplane  Transportation 

Aeroplane  transportation         .... 


Ottier  Persons  in  Transportation 

Other  persons  in  transportation        .... 


trade 


Trade 

Banking  and  brokerage  . 

Insurance 

Real  estate    . 

Automobiles . 

Clothing 

Filling  stations 

Food     .... 

Furniture  .  . 

All  other  wholesale  and  retail 

Elevators 

Stockyards    . 

Warehouses  and  cold-storage  plants 

Other  persons  in  trade    ... 

Clerical  assistants,  industry,  business  or  profession  not  specified 

Professional  Service 

Professional  service         ....... 

_  Domestic  and  Personal  Service 

Occupations  not  in  industries  ..... 

Laundry  and  laundry  work      ...... 


1,018 

18 

1,036 

169 

1 

170 

84 

10 

94 

463 

5 

468 

2 

— 

2 

300 

2 

302 

488 

14 

502 

488 

14 

502 

2,984 

72 

3,056 

57 

— 

57 

1,012 

55 

1,067 

271 

3 

274 

36 

— 

36 

101 

3 

104 

2 

— 

2 

18 

— 

18 

66 

— 

06 

31 

2 

33 

7 

— 

7 

123 

2 

125 

980 

2 

982 

280 

5 

285 

2,314 

19 

2,333 

18 

2 

20 

5 

— 

5 

14 

— 

14 

233 

— 

233 

331 

7 

338 

195 

— 

195 

282 

1 

283 

520 

4 

524 

7 

— 

7 

69 

1 

70 

640 

4 

644 

203 

21 

224 

23 

— 

23 

180 

21 

201 

3,376 

267 

3,643 

2,376 

11 

2,387 

570 

4 

574 

107 

26 

133 

323 

35 

358 

- 

191 

191 

712 

135 

847 

712 

135 

847 

_ 

129 

129 

- 

129 

129 

10 

_ 

10 

10 

- 

10 

191 

1 

192 

191 

1 

192 

6,293 

340 

6,633 

119 

— 

119 

144 

9 

153 

302 

5 

307 

239 

3 

242 

280 

1 

281 

149 

— 

149 

2,375 

266 

2,641 

128 

— 

128 

2,203 

46 

2,249 

15 

— 

15 

2 

— 

2 

137 

— 

137 

197 

10 

207 

3 

- 

3 

708 

45 

753 

708 

45 

753 

2,237 

22 

2,259 

1,936 

22 

1,958 

301 

- 

301 

Grand  Total 


31,505         1,468 


32,973 
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Table  II. — Insurance  Transactions  Under  the  Act,  filed  by  Insurance  Companies 

on  Injuries  Reported  for  the  Year,  July  1,  19S4  to  June  30,  1935 

Number  of  employees  who  lost  no  time  from  work,  but  required  medical  services  61,494 

Payments  made $482,695  46 

Outstanding  payments         .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  37,425  49 

$520,120  95 
Number  of  employees  who  were  not  disabled  more  than  seven  days,  but  re- 
quired medical  services         ........  10,371 

Payments  made  ..........  $148,369  65 

Outstanding  payments         .........  13,099  07 

$161,468  62 
Number  of  employees  receiving  compensation  only        .....            2,336 

Payments  made $164,163  12 

Outstanding  payments  .........  62,392  34 

$226,555  46 
Number  of  employees  receiving  both  medical  services  and  compensation  .  19,776 

Medical  payments  made       .........  $1,061,940  97 

Medical  payments  outstanding     ........  431,951  71 

$1,493,892  68 
Compensation  payments  made      .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $1,931,733  18 

Compensation  payments  outstanding    .......  1,423,661  16 

$3,355,394  34 
Number  of  cases  requiring  neither  payment  of  compensation  nor  medical         .  24,935 

Total  dependency  fatals     ..........  143 

Compensation  payments  made     ........  $87,961  37 

Outstanding  compensation  payments    .......  520,995  81 

$608,957  18 
Partial  dependency  fatals  ..........  17 

Compensation  payments  made     ........  $10,724  00 

Outstanding  compensation  payments     .......  15,435  00 

$26,159  00 
No  dependency  fatals         ..........  13 

Payments  made  ..........  $1,300  00 

Payments  outstanding  .........  1,650  00 

$2,950  GO 


Number  of  fatal  cases  reported  to  insurers  .........  173 

Number  of  non-fatal  cases  reported  to  insurers     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  118,912 

Total  number  reported  to  insurers       ..........  119,085 

Total  medical  paid $1,694,050  47 

Total  medical  outstanding  ...........  483,686  27 

$2,177,736  74 

Total  fatal  compensation  paid    .    _      .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $99,985  37 

Total  fatal  compensation  outstanding  .........  538,080  81 

$638,066  18 

Total  non-:fatal  compensation  paid       ..........     $2,095,896  30 

Total  non-fatal  compensation  outstanding   .........        1,486,053  60 

$3,581,949  80 

Total  payments  made $3,889,932  14 

Total  payments  outstanding       .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .       2,607,820  58 

$6,397,752  72 
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Liquors  and  Beverages 
Breweries        .... 
Distilleries       .... 
Other  liquor  and  beverage  werker 

u 

«    •    ■ 

3 
fl 
a    .    . 

O 

Food  and  Kindred  Prodi 

Bakeries. 

Butter  and  cheese  makers 
Candy  and  confectionery . 
Fish  curers  and  packers    . 
Flour  and  grain  mills 
Fruit  and  vegetable  canners 
Slaughter  and  paclcing  houses 
Sugar  makers  and  refiners 
Other  food  preparers 

Iron  and  Steel  and  Their  Pr 

Agricultural  implements  . 
Automobile  factories 
Car  and  railroad  shops 
Foundries  and  metal  working,  t 
Manufacture  of  aeroplanes 
Ship  and  boat  building     . 
Wagons  and  carriages 
Other  iron  and  steel  workers 

It 

•o  i 

.23 

.S   ID 

fi  fl 

CS  03 

E 

a 

book  makers 
Shoes     . 

Tanneries        .          .          .          , 
Trunk  makers. 

Metal  and  Metal  Products  i 
than  Iron  and  Steel 

Brass  mills      . 

Clock  factories 

Copper  factories 

Gold  and  silver  factories  . 

Jewelry  factories 

Lead  and  zinc  factories     . 

Tin  plate  factories  . 

Watch  factories 

Copper  and  brass  factories 

Other  metal  workers 

Lumber  and  Its  Re-m: 

Box  makers  (wood) . 

Furniture 

Pianos  and  organs    . 

Saw  and  planing  mills 

Wood  heels 

Other  wood  workers 
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Paper 

Box  makers  (paper). 
Makers  of  blank  books,  envelc 

and  labels,  bags    . 
Paper  and  pulp  mills 
Pulp  mills 
Other  paper  goods   . 

11 
^  M 

S  3 
«  ft 

•M-0 
•g  OS 

ft- .2 

Eh 

Ph 

Textiles 

Carpet  mills    . 

Cotton  mills    . 

Dyeing  and  finishing  textiles 

Hemp  and  jute  mills 

Knitting  mills 

Lace  and  embroidery  makers 

Linen  mills 

Print  works 

Rope  and  cordage  factories,  t 

Sail,  awning  and  tent  makers 

Silk  mills 

Woolen  and  worsted  mills 

Not  specified  textile  workers 

Miscellaneous  Industr 

Broom  and  brush  makers . 
Button  makers 
Cigars    .          . 

Electric  light  and  power  com] 
Electrical  supplies    . 
Gas  works 
Oil  works 
Rubber  factories 
Straw  workers. 
Gas  and  electric  companies 
Other  miscellaneous  industries 
cupations    . 
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-Cases  of  Infection,  by  Nature  of  Injury,  July  1,  1934,  to 
June  30,  1935 


Natuhe  or  Injuht 

Total 

Fatals 

Permanent 

Total 
Disabilities 

Permanent 

Partial 
Disabilities 

Temporary- 
Total 
Disabilities 

Abrasions,  contusions  and  briiises. 
Burns  and  scalds 
Cuts,  punctures  and  lacerations     . 
Fractures  ..... 
Sprains  and  strains      . 

All  other 

Amputations      .... 

351 

90 

2,046 

7 

6 

356 

80 

5 

1 
19 

1 

3 

- 

1 

1 

1 

80 

345 

89 

2,026 

6 

6 

352 

Grand  Total 

2,936 

29 

- 

83 

2,824 
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Poles  and  trees        ..... 
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TWENTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Department  of  Industrial  Accidents 

INTRODUCTION 

The  Department  of  Industrial  Accidents  presents  herewith  its  twenty-fourth 
annual  report.  This  report  contains  the  facts  and  figures,  in  summarized  form, 
which  comprise  the  Department's  experience  in  the  administration  of  the  Work 
men's  Compensation  Act  (General  Laws,  chapter  152)  for  the  year  July  1,  1935  to 
June  30,  1936. 

It  may  be  stated,  in  brief,  that  a  comparison  with  the  report  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1935  shows  that  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  injuries  reported 
to  the  Department  but  a  slight  decrease  in  the  percentage  of  tabulatable  injuries, 
from  30.8  per  cent  in  1935  to  28.9  per  cent  in  1936.  This  decrease  may  be  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  employers  have  been  more  efiiceint  in  reporting  no  time  lost 
cases,  heretofore  neglected  or  omitted.  The  severity  of  injuries,  as  measured  by 
the  plan  for  weighting  time  loss  due  to  injuries,  was  less  by  41,885  days  than  for  the 
previous  year.  This  decrease  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  there  were  8 
fatals  less  this  year  than  last. 

A  synopsis  of  the  subjects  covered  in  the  current  report  foUows: 

The  Twenty-fourth  Year  of  the  Act. — This  chapter  covers  in  condensed  form  the 
number  of  tabulatable  injuries,  total  reported  injuries,  aggregate  time  lost,  a  con- 
densed statement  of  combined  payments  by  insurance  companies  operating  under 
the  Act,  extent  of  incapacity  in  certain  cases,  and  dependency,  in  brief,  in  fatal  cases . 

Summary  of  Accident  Experience. — This  chapter  explains  the  various  tables  found 
in  the  Appendix,  with  a  brief  analysis  of  each,  and  should  be  referred  to  for  an  under- 
standing of  the  tables  used.  Graphs  containing  comparisons  are  used  to  present 
certain  important  phases  of  the  experience. 
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Maximum  Payment  Cases. — This  chapter  contains  a  brief  survey  of  the  non-fatal 
cases  in  which  the  maximum  amount  of  compensation  payable  has  been  made. 

Dependency  in  Fatal  Cases  not  Insured  under  the  Act. — '1^'his  chapter  deals  with 
particular  reference  to  the  condition  of  dependents  in  fatal  cases  where  the  injured 
employees  were  not  insured  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  The  statements 
represent  an  analysis  based  on  Table  XII  in  the  Appendix  of  this  report. 

Medical  Division. — This  chapter  contains  a  brief  sunamary  of  the  work  of  this 
division  with  some  statistical  data  for  the  past  year. 

THE  TWENTY-FOURTH  YEAR  OF  THE  ACT 

There  were  118,648  accident  reports  filed  with  the  Department  of  Industrial 
Accidents  for  the  Year  July  1,  1935  to  June  30,  1936.  Of  these,  34,323  were  tabula- 
table  injuries,  (injuries  causing  the  loss  of  at  least  one  day  or  one  shift,  usually  8 
hours),  including  deaths,  permanent  total,  permanent  partial,  and  temporary  total 
disabilities.  Death  resulted  in  224  of  these  cases,  11  involved  permanent  total  dis- 
ability, 925  were  of  a  permanent  partial  nature,  and  33,163  were  temporary  totals. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  reported  injuries,  from  107,042  in  1935  to 
118,648  in  1936  and  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of  tabulatable  injuries, 

There  was  an  increse  in  the  number  of  reported  injuries,  from  107,042  in  1935  to 
118,648  in  1936  and  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of  tabulatable  injuries, 
from  32,973  in  1935  to  34,323  in  1936. 

The  reports  from  the  insurance  companies  show  that  the  payments  made  and  to 
be  made  on  account  of  injuries  occurring  in  this  period  total  $7,115,547.44,  and  are 
classified  as  follows:  medical,  $2,403,946.14;  fatal  compensation,  $677,304.71;  and 
non-fatal  compensation,  $4,034,296.59. 

The  weighted  time  loss  charged  to  all  injuries  is  3,350,530  days,  distributed  as 
follows:  death,  40.1  per  cent;  temporary  total  disability,  33.6  per  cent-,  permanent 
partial  disability,  24.3  per  cent;  and  permanent  total  disability,  2  per  cent. 

There  were  224  f atals  this  year,  a  decrease  of  8  cases  in  comparison  with  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1935.  Total  dependency  was  involved  in  174  of  these  cases,  376 
persons  being  so  dependent.  In  21  cases,  dependency  was  partial,  the  dependents 
numbering  28.  In  the  remaining  29  cases,  there  was  no  dependency.  There  were 
198  cases,  or  88.4  per  cent  insured. 

SUMMARY  OF  ACCIDENT  EXPERIENCE 

Table  I,  Total  Tabulatable  Injueies,  by  Industries  and  Cases  Insured  and 

NOT  Insured 
The  statistics  of  the  Board  show  that  94.6  per  cent,  or  32,461  of  the  tabulatable 
injuries  were  insured  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  and  that  5.4  per  cent,  or  1,862, 
were  not  insured.    This  is  an  increase  of  .9  per  cent  in  the  number  of  not  insured 
cases  as  compared  with  1935. 

Table  II,  Insurance  Transactions  Under  the  Act 
This  table  was  compiled  from  figures  furnished  the  Board  upon  its  request  under 
section  63  of  the  Act,  by  insurers  licensed  under  the  Act,  and  also  from  boards, 
commissions  and  departments  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  and 
counties,  cities,  towns  and  districts,  which  have  accepted  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 
During  the  year  ending  June  30,  1936,  a  total  payment  of  $7,115,547.44  was  re- 
ported. This  is  an  increase  of  $717,794.72  oyer  1935.  This  increase  may  be  ac- 
counted for  by  the  fact  that  there  were  more  injuries  this  year  than  last. 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  paid  to  injured  laborers,  workmen  and  me- 
chanics, and  their  dependents  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  various  counties, 
cities,  towns  and  districts,  which  are  under  the  Act,  the  sum  of  $370,951.40,  as 
compared  with  $381,209.87,  which  was  reported  paid  in  1935. 

According  to  the  information  furnished  the  Board  by  insurers  and  the  public 
units,  the  average  cost  per  case,  including  compensation  and  medical  benefits,  paid 
and  estimated  as  outstanding,  in  all  cases  in  which  such  payments  were  made, 
whether  tabulatable  or  not,  was  $62.40  as  compared  with  an  average  cost  per  case 
of  $67.95  in  1935. 
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Insurance  Payments  Made  and  Outstanding 

Type  of  Payment  Amoiint 

Medical,  for  all  cases $2,403,946.14 

Fatal,  dependency  compensation      ......  677,304,71 

Non-fatal,  disabiUty  comi>ensatioa  ......  4,034,296 .  59 

Totals $7,115,547.44 

Average  Cost  per  Specified  Case 

Number 

Type  of  Payment  of  Cases 

Medical,  for  all  cases      ........  101,772 

Fatal,  dependency  compensation      .  .  .       '  .  .  .  174 

Non-fatal,  disability  compensation  ......  23,138 


Per  Cent 

33.8 

9.5 

56.7 


100.00 


Average 

Coat 

$23.62 

3,892.55 

174.35 


Number  of  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries  by  Industries  July  1,  1935 — June  30, 

1936 


1,000        2,000       3,000       4,000       5,000       6,000       7,000 
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Table  III,  Feequency  of  Injueies,  by  Industries  and  Extent  of  Disability 

This  table  indicates  the  number  of  deaths,  permanent  total  disabilities,  perma- 
nent partial  disabilities,  and  temporary  total  disabilities. 

In  permanent  total  disabilities,  the  element  of  judgment,  based  on  experience, 
must  enter  into  classifying  a  part  of  the  data.  In  rating  injuries  of  this  nature,  the 
general  principle  by  which  severity  is  to  be  measured  is  based  on  economic  loss  to 
the  conmaunity  and  the  loss  of  wages  to  the  employee.  Permanent  total  disability 
applies  to  every  injury  which  permanently  incapacitates  the  workmen  from  per- 
forming any  work  continuously  in  a  gainful  occupation.  The  element  of  judgment 
must  enter  into  the  classification  of  the  data,  because  the  statistics  must  be  com- 
piled before  we  can  determine  definitely  whether  an  injured  employee  is  ever  going 
to  be  able  to  perform  work  again. 

Permanent  partial  disabilities  are  all  injuries  less  than  permanent  total,  which 
result  in  the  loss  of  any  member  of  the  body,  or  part  thereof,  or  in  the  permanent 
impairment  of  any  function,  as  included  in  the  specific  injury  table. 

Temporary  total  disabilities  are  those  in  which  the  injured  employee  returned  to 
work  at  his  former  wages,  except  a  small  number  in  which  disability  extended  over 
one  year.      i 

Extent  of  Total  Tahulatable  Injuries 

Number  of  Per 

E:j£.TENT  or  Disability                                                                 Cases  Cent 

Deaths 224  .6 

Permanent  total  disabilities     .......                           11  •-' 

Permanent  partial  disabilities            .          .          .          .          .          .                        925  2.7 

Temporary  total  disabilities    .......                  33,163  96.6 

Totals    .     [ 34,323  100.0 

1  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 


The  following  table  is  a  sunmiary  of  the  duration  of  disabihty  in  all  cases  in  this 
classification : 


Duration  of  Temporary  Total  Disabilities 


Disability  Pehiod 
1  to  3  days    . 
4  to  7  days    . 

1  to  2  weeks 

2  to  3  weeks 

3  to  4  weeks 

4  to  8  weeks 
8  to  13  weeks 
13  to  26  weeks  ' 
26  to  52  weeks 
Over  1  year  . 


Number  of 

Per 

Cases 

Cent 

4,341 

13.1 

6,999 

21.1 

4,723 

14.2 

4,154 

12.5 

2,637 

8.0 

5,625 

17.0 

2,469 

7.5 

1,266 

3.8 

609 

1.8 

340 

1.0 

Totals 


33,163 


100.0 


It  should  be  noted  that  in  11,340  cases,  or  34.2  per  cent  of  the  temporary  total 
disabilities,  the  employee  was  not  incapacitated  for  a  period  of  more  than  7  days. 
Compensation  would  not  be  payable  on  these  injuries,  but  if  the  employers  were 
insured,  the  employees  would  be  entitled  to  medical  benefits. 
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Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Extent  of  Disability,  Including  Per- 
centage Distribution 


Permanent 

Permanent 

Tbmpohaht 

Totals 

Deaths 

Total 

Partial 

Total 

Disabilities 

Disabilities 

DlSABILITIEa 

Industries 

Num- 

Per 

Num- 

Per 

Num- 

Per 

Num- 

Per 

Num- 

Per 

ber 

Cent 

ber 

Cent 

ber 

Cent 

ber 

Cent 

ber 

Cent 

Trade      .... 

6,592 

19.2 

31 

13.9 

1 

9.1 

89 

9.6 

6,471 

19.5 

Transportation,  road 

3,445 

10.0 

51 

22.8 

3 

27.3 

70 

7.6 

3,321 

10.0 

Textiles   .... 

3,396 

9.9 

18 

8.1 

1 

9.1 

139 

15.0 

3,238 

9.8 

Iron  and  steel  . 

3,036 

8.8 

9 

4.0 

3 

27.3 

164 

17.7 

2,860 

8.6 

Miscellaneous  . 

2,511 

7.3 

26 

11.6 

2 

18.1 

98 

10.6 

2,385 

7.2 

Service     .... 

2,298 

6.7 

8 

3.6 

_ 

- 

35 

3.8 

2,255 

6.8 

Building  trades 

2,276 

6.6 

31 

13.9 

— 

— 

45 

4.9 

2,200 

6.6 

Leather   .... 

2,118 

6.2 

8 

3.6 

— 

— 

60 

6.5 

2,050 

6.2 

Food        .... 

1,782 

5.2 

6 

2.7 

— 

— 

35 

3.8 

1,741 

5.2 

Paper       .... 

1,154 

3.4 

3 

1.3 

— 

— 

33 

3.6 

1,118 

3.4 

Express  and  trucking 

1,003 

2.9 

7 

3.1 

— 

— 

12 

1.3 

984 

3.0 

Lumber   .... 

818 

2.4 

3 

1.3 

— 

- 

49 

5.3 

766 

2.3 

Professional 

786 

2.3 

8 

3.6 

1 

9.1 

17 

1.9 

760 

2.3 

Printing,  bookbinding 

551 

1.6 

1 

.4 

- 

19 

2.1 

531 

1.6 

Agriculture 

438 

1.3 

6 

2.7 

— 

- 

5 

.5 

427 

1.3 

Clothing 

412 

1.2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

.5 

407 

1.2 

Metals      .... 

341 

1.0 

2 

.9 

— 

— 

26 

2.8 

313 

.9 

Chemicals 

339 

1.0 

1 

.4 

_ 

— 

8 

.9 

330 

1.0 

Liquors    .... 

243 

.7 

_ 

- 

— 

— 

5 

.5 

238 

.7 

Water  transportation 

226 

.7- 

1 

.4 

— 

— 

1 

.1 

224 

.7 

Others  in  transportation     . 

188 

.5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

.2 

186 

.6 

Clay,  glass.  Stone 

161 

.5 

1 

.4 

— 

— 

5 

.5 

155 

.4 

Telephone,  telegraph 

140 

.4 

1 

.4 

— 

— 

1 

.1 

138 

.4 

Minerals 

67 

.1 

2 

.9 

— 

— 

2 

.2 

63 

.2 

Air  transportation 

2 

.-' 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

__i 

Totals 

34,323 

100.0 

224 

100.0 

11 

100.0 

925 

100.0 

33,163 

100.0 

•  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 

Deaths. — "Transportation,  road,  etc."  had  the  highest  number  of  deaths,  51,  or 

22.8  per  cent;  followed  in  order  by  "trade"  and  "building  trades",  each  with  31  or 

13.9  per  cent;  "miscellaneous  industries"  with  26  or  11.6  per  cent,  and  the  rest  as 
shown. 

Permanent  Total  Disabilities. — There  were  11  permanent  total  disability  injuries 
this  year,  classified  as  follows:  "transportation,  road,  etc."  and  "iron  and  steel" 
each  had  3;  "miscellaneous  industries",  2;  and  "trade",  "textiles"  and  "profes- 
sional" each  had  1. 

The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  each  permanent  total  disability: 

Transportation,  Road,  Etc.: — An  employee,  63  years  old,  lost  the  sight  of  one  eye 
when  he  was  struck  by  flying  particles  of  stone.  He  has  now  become  totally  blind, 
but  it  has  not  yet  been  determined  whether  the  loss  of  vision  in  the  other  eye  is  due 
to  the  injury  or  to  glaucoma. 

An  employee,  72  years  old,  was  struck  by  a  truck  and  sustained  a  severe  back 
strain. 

An  employee,  71  years  old,  scratched  his  knee  on  a  nail  which  resulted  in  a  strep- 
tococcus infection  and  stiff  knee. 

Iron  and  Steel: 

An  employee,  38  years  old,  sustained  a  fractured  spine  and  paralysis  of  both  legs, 
when  he  was  crushed  under  a  "fuUing  mUl  frame",  which  was  being  disassembled. 

An  employee  in  a  foundry,  42  years  old,  contracted  sHicosis. 

An  employee,  30  years  old,  while  adjusting  a  paper  "hand  feed  cutter",  had  both 
feet  amputated  above  the  ankles,  when  they  were  caught  between  the  bridge  and 
the  bed  of  the  machine. 

Miscellaneous: 

An  employee,  54  years  old,  employed  as  a  laborer  by  a  gas  company,  who  had 
previously  lost  the  sight  of  one  eye,  was  struck  by  an  automobile,  sustaining  in- 
juries resulting  in  the  loss  of  sight  in  the  other. 

An  employee,  55  years  old,  contracted  silicosis  as  a  result  of  his  work  in  an  elec- 
trical apparatus  manufacturing  plant. 
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Trade. — ^An  employee,  68  years  old,  developed  pneumoconiosis  due  to  his  work 
in  a  coal  yard. 

Textiles. — ^An  employee,  67  years  old,  sustained  a  severe  concussion  of  the  brain 
and  a  possible  fractured  skull  resulting  in  facial  paralysis,  when  he  was  struck  by 
the  beam  of  a  loom. 

Number  of  Fatal  Injuries  by  Industries 
July  1,  1935— June  30,  1936 


1  Transportation, road, etc.   | 

2 

Trade 

3 

Building  trades 

4 

TestileB 

5 

Iron  and  steel 

6 

Service 

7 

Leather 

8 

Professional 

9 

Express 

10 

Food 

11 

Agricultiire 

12 

Paper 

13 

Lumber 

14  UetalB 

15  Minerals 

16 

Printing 

17 

Chemicals 

18 

Water  transportation 

19 

Clay, glass, stone 

20 

Telejihone  &  telegraph 

21  Miscellaneous             | 

60 


Professional. — An  employee,  47  years  old,  employed  as  a  nurse  in  a  tuberculosis 
hospital,  contracted  tuberculosis. 

Permanent  Partial  Disabilities. — "Iron  and  steel"  had  the  highest  frequency  with 
164  cases,  or  17.7  per  cent;  "textiles",  139  or  15  per  cent;  and  "miscellaneous  in- 
dustries", 98  or  10.6  per  cent. 

The  original  definition  of  this  type  of  case  included  all  injuries  less  than  permanent 
total  disability  which  resulted  in  the  loss  of  any  member  of  the  body,  or  part  thereof, 
or  in  the  permanent  impairment  of  any  function  of  the  body.  However,  in  a  great 
many  cases  there  are  losses  coming  within  this  definition  which  were  so  slight  that 
it  was  found  necessary  to  modify  the  application  of  the  definition.  Therefore,  due 
consideration  has  been  given  to  the  nature  of  the  case  in  determining  whether  or 
not  there  should  be  a  modification  of  the  application  of  the  definition. 
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Table  VIII  will  give  some  idea  of  the  manner  in  which  the  severity  is  measured. 
The  difference  in  the  total  number  of  permanent  partial  disabilities  and  the  total 
number  of  specific  injuries  (Tables  XIV  and  XV  is  due  to  the  modification  of  the 
definition  as  given  above. 

Temporary ^  Total  pisahilities. — The  frequency  order  of  this  group  of  injuries  oc- 
cured  as  printed  with  the  exception  of  "metals"  and  "chemicals",  which  are  reversed. 

Table  IV,  Severity  of  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Extent  of  Disability. 

This  table  aims  to  give  a  measure  of  the  severity  of  injuries  according  to  the 
actual  and  weighted  time  loss,  the  unit  of  time  loss  being  the  unit  least  given  to 
fluctuating. 

The  weighting  of  the  temporary  total  disabilities  is  most  easily  determined  by 
using  as  the  basis  of  measurement  the  actual  number  of  days  lost  as  a  result  of  the 
injuries. 

Under  the  plan  adopted  for  the  weighting  of  the  other  types  of  injuries,  the  fol- 
lowing principles  were  used: 

For  each  death  and  permanent  total  disability,  a  weight  of  six  thousand  days 
was  employed  as  representing  the  average  working  life  expectancy.  This  was  de- 
termined on  the  accident  experience  in  several  states  and  some  practical  modifica- 
tion based  on  committee  judgment. 

For  each  permanent  partial  disability,  an  aliquot  part  of  six  thousand  days  pro- 
portionate to  the  degree  of  disability  resulting  from  the  particular  bodily  impair- 
ment in  each  case  was  used. 

Severity  of  Total  Tabulatahle  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Extent  of  Disability. 


Per- 

Per- 

Tem- 

manent 

manent 

porary 

Industries 

Totals 

Deaths 

Total 
Disabil- 
ities 

Partial 
Disabil- 
ities 

Total 
Disabil- 
ities 

Transportation,  road  . 

532,229 

306,000 

18,000 

69,300 

138,929 

Trade          .          .          .          . 

487,872 

186,000 

6,000 

82,800 

213,072 

Miscellaneous 

356,273 

156,000 

12,000 

114,350 

73,923 

Building  trades  . 

344,683 

186,000 

- 

53,400 

105,283 

Textiles      . 

342,055 

108,000 

6,000 

118,800 

109,255 

Iron  and  steel     . 

265,125 

54,000 

18,000 

105,900 

87,225 

Leather 

172,690 

48,000 

— 

60,750 

63,940 

Service 

157,952 

48,000 

- 

34,650 

75,302 

Food 

101,224 

36,000 

— 

20,850 

44,374 

Professional 

93,604 

48,000 

6,000 

19,650 

19,954 

Express 

84,418 

42,000 

- 

7,500 

34,918 

Lumber 

77,165 

18,000 

- 

35,900 

23,265 

Paper 

74,712 

18,000 

— 

22,350 

34,362 

Agriculture 

56,813 

36,000 

- 

4,950 

15,863 

Printing,  bookbinding 

45,198 

6,000 

_ 

22,800 

16,398 

Metals 

41,087 

12,000 

— 

19,550 

9,537 

Clay,  glass,  stone 

19,992 

6,000 

— 

8,100 

5,892 

Minerals     . 

18,993 

12,000 

— 

3,300 

3,693 

Chemicals 

18,908 

6,000 

— 

3,300 

9,608 

Water  transportation 

17.912 

6,000 

— 

1,200 

10,712 

Clothing     . 

13,260 

- 

— 

2,400 

10,860 

Others  in  transportation 

10,148 

- 

— 

1,200 

8,948 

Telephone  and  telegraph 

9,099 

6,000 

— 

300 

2,799 

Liquors 

9,085 

- 

— 

1,800 

7,285 

Air  transportation 

33 

- 

- 

33 

Totals 

3,350,530 

1,344,000 

66,000 

815,100 

1,125,430 

J 

Distributed  Severity  of  Injuries 

. 

Extent  of  Disabil 

ITY 

Days  Lost 

Per  Cent 

Deaths     ..... 

1,344,000 

40 

1 

Permanent  total  disabilities 

66,000 

2 

0 

Permanent  partial  disabilities 

815,100 

24 

3 

Temporary  total  disabilities 

1,125,430 

33 

6 

Totals        .... 

3,350,530 

100 

0 

The  above  table  indicates  that  under  the  weighted  system  used,  deaths  cover 
40.1  per  cent  of  the  total  time  loss,  although  only  224  out  of  a  total  of  34,323  cases 
were  fatal. 
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Percentage  Distribution  of  Lost  Days  and  Average  Days  per  Case,  by  Industries 


Industries 
Transportation,  road,  etc 
Trade 

Miscellaneous  industries 
Building  trades 
Textiles   . 
Iron  and  steel 
Leather    . 
Service     . 
Food 

Professional  service  . 
Express  and  trucking 
Lumber    . 
Paper 
Agriculture 

Printing  and  bookbinding 
Metals 

Clay,  glass,  and  stone 
Minerals 
Chemicals 

Water  transportation 
Clothing 

Others  in  transportation 
Telephone  and  telegraph 
Liquors    . 
Air  transportation 


Per  Cent 

Average  Days 

of  Total 

per  Case 

15.9 

154 

14.6 

74 

10.6 

142 

10.3 

151 

10.2 

101 

7.9 

87 

5.1 

81 

4.7 

69 

3.0 

57 

2.8 

119 

2.5 

84 

2.3 

94 

2.2 

65 

1.7 

130 

1.3 

82 

1.2 

120 

.6 

124 

.6 

283 

.6 

56 

.5 

79 

.4 

32 

.3 

54 

.3 

65 

.3 

37 

__i 

16 

Totals 


100.0 


98 


'  Less  thari  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 


A  study  of  the  above  table  indicates  that  the  industry  "minerals"  contained  the 
injuries  which  were  of  the  most  severe  character,  the  average  days  lost  per  case 
being  283.  Last  year  the  average  time  loss  for  this  industry  was  131  days  per  case. 
However,  it  must  be  noted  that  there  were  2  fatals  this  year,  for  which  a  weighted 
time  loss  of  12,000  days  is  given,  and  last  year  there  was  no  fatal  case  in  this  group. 

The  decrease  in  the  average  days  per  case  in  the  industries  "liquors",  "chemi- 
cals", "clothing",  and  "others  in  transportation",  is  due  to  the  fact  that  there  were 
fewer  fatals  in  these  industries  this  year  than  last  year.  Also,  the  industries  "cloth- 
ing" and  "others  in  transportation",  each  contained  a  permanent  total  disability 
case  last  year  for  which  a  weighted  time  loss  of  6,000  days  is  given,  and  no  such  case 
occurred  this  year. 

Table  V,  Sex  and  Age  of  Injured  in  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries 

Sex  of  Injured. — The  following  table  indicates  that  from  a  total  of  34,323  cases, 
89.3  per  cent  occurred  among  males  and  3,657,  or  10.7  per  cent  occurred  among 
females.    The  experience  according  to  the  extent  of  disability  is  here  shown. 


Extent  of  Injury,  by  Sex 


Males 

Females 

Extent  op  Disability 

Number  of 
Cases 

Per  Cent 

Number  of 
Cases 

Per  Cent 

Deaths 

Permanent  total  disabilities 
Permanent  partial  disabilities     . 
Temporary  total  disabilities 

215 

10 

850 

29,591 

.7 

_i 

2!7 
96.5 

9 

1 

75 

3,572 

.2 
_i 

2;o 

97.7 

Totals        .... 

30,666 

100.0 

3,657 

100.0 

1  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 

An  analysis  of  the  above  table  shows  that  males  sustained  96  per  cent  of  the  fatal 
injuries,  and  that  .7  per  cent  of  the  total  injuries  to  them  were  fatal.  The  fatal 
injuries  to  women  were  .2  per  cent  of  the  total  injuries  sustained  by  them. 

Of  the  11  permanent  totals,  10  occurred  to  males  and  1  to  females. 
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The  percentages  of  the  permanent  partial  and  temporary  total  disabilities  were 
of  almost  equal  proportion. 

Age.— The  age  experience  for  all  years  is  considered  by  compressing  the  number, 
by  year  intervals,  into  groups  sufficient  for  general  explanation. 

Distribution  of  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Age  Periods 


and  under 


to  24,  inclusive 
to  29,  inclusive 
to  34,  inclusive 
to  39,  inclusive 
to  44,  inclusive 
to  49,  inclusive 
to  54,  inclusive 
to  59,  inclusive 
to  64,  inclusive 
and  over  . 

Totals    . 


Age  Periods  (Years) 


Number  of 

Cases 

Per  Cent 

15 

_i 

22 

!i 

159 

.5 

273 

.8 

674 

2.0 

949 

2.8 

5,724 

16.7 

4,960 

14.4 

4,173 

12.1 

4.012 

11.7 

3,758 

10.9 

3,315 

9.7 

2,420 

7.0 

1,688 

4.9 

1.178 

3.4 

1,003 

2.9 

1  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 


34,323 


100.0 


No  comment  on  the  above  table  seems  necessary  except  to  state  that  the  ages 
from  14  to  20  are  given  for  the  benefit  of  those  interested  in  minors. 


Table  VI,  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Wage  Groups 

No  attempt  is  made  in  the  following  table  to  give  the  distribution  by  industries 
as  Table  VI  in  the  Appendix  contains  this  information. 

Distribution  of  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Wage  Groups 


Under 
$10.00 
$11.00 
$12.00 
$13.00 
$14.00 
$15.00 
$16.00 
$17.00 
$18.00 
$19.00 
$20.00 
$21.00 
$22.00 
$23.00 
$24.00 
$25.00 
$26.00 
$27.00 
$28.00 
$29.00 
$30.00 
$31.00 
$32.00 
$33.00 
$34.00 
$35.00 


Wage  Groups 
$10.00 
to  $10.99 
to  $11.99 
to  $12.99 
to  $13.99 
to  $14.99 
to  $15.99 
to  $16.99 
to  $17.99 
to  $18.99 
to  $19.99 
to  $20.99 
to  $21.99 
to  $22.99 
to  $23.99 
to  $24.99 
to  $25.99 
to  $26.99 
to  $27.99 
to  $28.99 
to  $29.99 
to  $30.99 
to  $31.99 
to  $32.99 
to  $33.99 
to  $34.99 
and  over 


Number  of 

Per  Cent 

Cumulative 

Cases 

of  Total 

Per  Cent 

1,060 

3.1 

3.1 

743 

2.2 

5.3 

540 

1.6 

6.9 

1,217 

3.5 

10.4 

1,087 

3.2 

13.6 

1,550 

4.5 

18.1 

2,172 

6.3 

24.4 

1,856 

5.4 

29.8 

1,375 

4.0 

33.8 

2,249 

6.6 

40.3 

1,258 

3.7 

44.0 

2.412 

7.0 

51.0 

1,290 

3.8 

54.8 

1,505 

4.4 

59.2 

946 

2.7 

61.9 

1,686 

4.9 

66.8 

1,891 

5.5 

72.3 

883 

2.6 

74.9 

1,157 

3.4 

78.3 

878 

2.5 

80.9 

382 

1.1 

82.0 

1,610 

4.7 

86.7 

400 

1.2 

87.9 

439 

1.3 

89.2 

348 

1.0 

90.2 

255 

.7 

90.9 

3,134 

9.1 

100.0 

Totals 


34,323 


100.0 


This  year  as  well  as  last,  the  group  "$35.00  and  over",  is  the  largest  with  3,134 
cases,  or  9.1  per  cent  of  the  total.  Although  this  is  an  increase  of  .5  per  cent  over 
1935,  it  is  14  per  cent  less  than  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1930. 

There  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  in  which  the  employees  were  receiv- 
ing less  than  $10.00  a  week,  from  3.3  per  cent  in  1935  to  3.1  per  cent  in  1936.  How- 
ever, during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1930,  this  group  was  only  1.4  per  cent  of  the 
total  tabulatable  injuries. 
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Number  of  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries  by  Wage  Group 

Comparison  of  year  ending 
June  30,  1935  with  year  ending  June  30,  1936 


5,000 


4,000 


3,000 


2,000 


1,000 
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lilllllllllllllllllllllllO 
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There  was  a  shght  increase,  from  23.5  per  cent  in  1935  to  25.1  per  cent  in ',1936, 
in  the  number  of  cases  in  which  the  employees  received  the  maximum  compensa- 
tion of  $18  a  week.  However,  this  group  was  50.8  per  cent  of  the  total  cases  occur- 
ring in  the  year  ending  June  30,  1930. 
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Table  VII,  Location  of  Injury,  by  Nature  of  Injury 
Distribution  of  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Location  of  Injury 

Number  of 

Location  of  Injury                                                                         Cases  Per  Cent 

Upper  extremities 13,998  40.8 

Lower  extremities            .........          8,943  26 . 1 

Trunk 7,520  21.9 

Head 1,960  5.7 

Face  and  neck 1,038  3 . 0 

Body 864  2.5 

Totals 34,323  100.0 

It  will  be  observed  that  of  a  total  of  34,323  injuries,  13,997  or  40.8  per  cent 
affected  the  upper  extremities. 

From  the  medical  aspect  in  particular,  and  for  information  in  general,  the  follow- 
ing table,  which  shows  the  number  of  tabulatable  injuries,  by  location  and  nature 
of  injury,  will  prove  of  interest. 


Distribution  of  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Location  and  Nature  of  Injury 


Face 

Upper 

Lower 

Head 

and 

Trunk 

Extrem- 

Extrem- 

Body 

Total 

Nature  of  Injury 

Neck 

ities 

ities 

Sprains  and  strains 

3 

49 

5,591 

1,291 

2,126 

36 

9,096 

Cuts,  punctures,  lacerations 

502 

355 

56 

6,605 

1,467 

26 

9,011 

Abrasions,  bruises 

202 

127 

699 

1,774 

2,453 

143 

5,398 

All  other 

856 

104 

641 

1,098 

1,030 

364 

4,093 

Fractures 

108 

58 

475 

1,270 

1,496 

— 

3,407 

Burns  and  scalds    . 

145 

247 

39 

733 

270 

47 

1,481 

Amputations,  loss  of  use 

50 

- 

— 

707 

39 

— 

796 

Occupational  diseases 

10 

98 

2 

391 

26 

228 

755 

Dislocations 

- 

— 

17 

129 

36 

_ 

182 

Concussions 

84 

- 

— 

- 

_ 

_ 

84 

Electrical  shocks    . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20 

20 

Totals    . 

1,960 

1,038 

7,520 

13,998 

8,943 

864 

34,323 

Table  VIII,  Location,  by  Nature  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability 

This  table  shows  the  tabulatable  injuries,  by  nature  of  injury  and  duration  of 
disability,  including  the  percentage  distribution.  The  location  of  injury  is  not 
given  in  this  analysis. 

Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Nature  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability,  Including 

Percentage  Distribution 


Per- 

Per- 

Tem- 

manent 

manent 

porary 

Per 

Total 

Partial 

Total 

Nature  of  Injury 

Totals 

Cent 

Deaths 

Disabili- 
ties 

Disabili- 
ties 

Disabili- 
ties 

Sprains  and  strains 

9,096 

26.5 

14 

1 

22 

9,059 

Cuts,  punctures,  lacerations     . 

9,011 

26.3 

13 

1 

5 

8,992 

Abrasions,  bruises,  contusions 

5,398 

15.7 

2 

— 

3 

5,393 

All  other        .... 

4,093 

11.9 

60 

— 

13 

4,020 

Fractures       .... 

3,407 

9.9 

95 

— 

61 

3,251 

Burns  and  scalds    . 

1,481 

4.3 

11 

- 

3 

1,467 

Amputations,  loss  of  use 

796 

2.3 

7 

4 

785 

— 

Occupational  diseases 

755 

2.2 

8 

4 

29 

714 

Dislocations 

182 

.5 

— 

— 

1 

181 

Concussions 

84 

.3 

3 

1 

3 

77 

Electric  shocks 

20 

.1 

11 

- 

- 

9 

Totals    .... 

34,323 

100.0 

224 

11 

925 

33,163 

Table  IX,  Infection,  by  Nature  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability 

A  comparison  of  the  statistics  of  infections  shows  that  there  were  182  cases  more 
than  in  1935.  Experience  of  the  Board  shows  that  this  year  as  well  as  last,  one  out 
of  every  eleven  cases  resulted  in  an  infection.  The  reason  for  this  rather  strange 
ratio  can  be  more  or  less  charged  to  the  individual. 
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Investigation  made  by  the  Department  of  Labor  and  Industries  has  indicated 
that  in  the  greater  majority  of  cases  facilities  for  first  aid  treatment  were  available, 
but  that  the  employees  neglected  to  make  use  of  them. 

Infection,  by  Nature  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability 


Nature  of  Injury 


Permanent      Permanent      Temporary 
Totals  Deaths  Total  Partial  Total 

Disabilities     Disabilities     Disabilities 


Cuts,  punctures,  lacerations     . 

2,041 

10 

Abrasions,  bruises,  contusions 

440 

1 

All  other        .... 

422 

3 

Burns  and  scalds    . 

116 

1 

Amputations,  loss  of  use 

79 

1 

Fractures       .... 

18 

3 

Sprains  and  strains 

2 

- 

Totals 


3,118 


19 


2 

2,028 

1 

438 

— 

419 

1 

114 

78 

— 

3 

12 

- 

2 

85 


3,013 


According  to  the  above  table,  3,118  cases  of  infection  ensued  from  injuries.  This 
is  9.1  per  cent  of  the  total  tabulatable  injuries. 


Table  X,  Causes  of  Injuries,  by  Extent  of  Disability 

This  table  presents  the  accident  experience  with  such  detail  as  resources  permit, 
showing  by  detailed  causes  the  relative  extent  of  different  types  of  injuries  due  to 
assigned  causes.  The  table  also  shows  the  weighted  severity  of  injuries,  based  on 
time  loss. 

For  each  cause  enumerated,  the  following  information  is  given: 


Number  of  tabulatable  injuries: 
Total  cases 
Deaths 

Permanent  total  disabilities 
Permanent  partial  disabilities 
Temporary  total  disabilities 
7  days  and  under 

1  to  2  weeks 

2  to  3  weeks 
Over  3  weeks 


Days  lost  due  to : 
Total  cases 
Deaths 

Permanent  total  disabilities 
Permanent  partial  disabilities 
'Temporary  total  disabilities 
7  days  and  under 

1  to  2  weeks 

2  to  3  weeks 
Over  3  weeks 


Condensed  information  of  the  detailed  table  follows: 

Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Cause  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability 


Cause  op  Injury 


Permanent      Permanent      Temporary 
Totals  Deaths  Total  Partial  Total 

Disabilities     Disabilities      Disabilities 


Handling  of  objects 

Falls  of  persons 

Machiner3'     . 

Hand  tools    . 

Vehicles 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against  object: 

Miscellaneous  causes 

Explosions,  electricity,  etc. 

Falling  objects,  not  being  handled  by 

employee  . 
Occupational  diseases 
Animals 

Totals    .  .  .  .  .         34,323 


10,402 

17 

6,382 

51 

5,084 

31 

2,371 

2 

2,314 

56 

2,141 

6 

1,794 

19 

1,470 

20 

1,435 

12 

755 

8 

175 

2 

141 

10,244 

73 

6,258 

550 

4,501 

60 

2,308 

15 

2,241 

13 

2,121 

16 

1,759 

10 

1,440 

17 

1,405 

29 

714 

1 

172 

925 


33,163 


The  above  table  in  condensed  form,  shows  for  each  printed  cause  group  the  total 
number  of  injuries  and  the  distribution  by  extent  of  the  resulting  disability. 

The  following  table  shows  by  percentage  distribution  the  information  conveyed 
above,  and  may  be  better  used  for  purposes  of  comparison. 
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Distribution 

of  Causes,  by  Per  Cents 

Permanent 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Cause  of  Injury 

Totals 

Deaths 

Total 

Partial 

Total 

Disabilities 

Disabilities 

Disabilities 

Handling  of  objects 

30.3 

7.6 

_ 

15.3 

30.9 

Falls  of  persons      .... 

18.6 

22.8 

- 

7.9 

18.9 

Machinery    ..... 

14.8 

13.8 

18.1 

59.5 

13.6 

Hand  tools    ..... 

6.9 

.9 

9.1 

6.5 

7.0 

Vehicles         ..... 

6.8 

25.0 

18.1 

1.6 

6.8 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against  objects 

6.2 

2.7 

9.1 

1.4 

6.4 

Miscellaneous  causes 

5.2 

8.5 

- 

1.7 

5.3 

Explosions,  electricity,  etc. 

4.3 

8.9 

_ 

1.1 

4.3 

Falling  objects,  not  being  handled  by 

employee  ..... 

4.2 

5.3 

9.1 

1.8 

4.2 

Occupational  diseases 

2.2 

3.6 

36.5 

3.1 

2.1 

Animals         ..... 

.5 

.9 

- 

.1 

.5 

Totals 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

The  cause  group  in  which  the  highest  number  of  accidents  occurred  was  ''handling 
of  objects",  with  30.3  per  cent,  followed  by  "falls  of  persons",  with  18.6  per  cent. 

Distribution  of  Causes,  by  Resultant  Days  Lost 


Per 

Permanent 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Cause  op  Injury 

Totals 

Cent 

Deaths 

Total 
Disabilities 

Partial 
Disabilities 

Total 
Disabilities 

Machinery 

736,249 

22.0 

186,000 

12,000 

383,550 

154,699 

Falls  of  persons 

701,901 

21.0 

306,000 

— 

119,850 

276,051 

Handling  of  objects 

521,499 

15.6 

102,000 

— 

89,550 

329,949 

Vehicles 

474,054 

14.1 

336,000 

12,000 

22,950 

103,104 

Explosions,  electricity 

178,991 

5.3 

120,000 

— 

18,450 

40,541 

Occupational  diseases 

173,292 

5.2 

48,000 

24,000 

70,200 

31,092 

Miscellaneous  causes 

171,201 

5.1 

114,000 

— 

17,850 

39,351 

Falling  objects,  not  being 

handled  by  employee 

148,985 

4.4 

72,000 

6,000 

22,500 

48,485 

Hand  tools 

121,370 

3.6 

12,000 

6,000 

55,200 

48,170 

Stepping    on    or    striking 

against  objects 

106,306 

3.2 

36,000 

6.000 

14,400 

49,906 

Animals 

16,682 

.5 

12,000 

- 

600 

4,082 

Totals      . 

3,350,530 

100.0 

1,344,000 

66,000 

815,100 

1,125,430 

As  indicated  above,  the  most  serious  cause  of  injury,  as  measured  in  terms  of 
time  loss,  is  "machinery",  with  22  per  cent  of  the  total.  The  estimated  time  loss 
on  this  account,  as  shown  by  the  above  table,  was  736,249  days.  This  increase  is 
due,  to  the  fact  that  there  were  361  more  cases  under  this  classification  this  year. 


Average  Time  Loss  per  Case,  by  Principal  Causes 

Average  Days 

Cause  op  injury  per  Case 

Occupational  diseases       .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .  229 

Vehicles 205 

Machinery      .    '       .          .          .          .          .          .          .         [ .          .          .          .          .          .  145 

Explosions,  electricity,  etc.        ...........  122 

Falls  of  persons        .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .         ..  110 

Falling  objects,  not  being  handled  by  employee            .......  103 

Animals           ..............  95 

Miscellaneous  causes         .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .  95 

Hand  tools      ..............  51 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against  objects       .........  50 

Handling  of  objects           ............  50 

In  considering  these  figures  the  fact  should  be  remembered  that  the  units  cover 
aU  cases,  including  deaths,  permanent  total,  permanent  partial  and  temporary 
total  disabilities.  If  more  detailed  analysis  is  desired  to  meet  particular  questions, 
reference  should  be  made  to  the  Appendix  under  this  table  heading. 
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Table  XI,  Machineky — Frequency  of  Injuries,  by  Manner  of  Occurrence 
AND  BY  Part  of  Machine 

The  number  of  machine  accidents,  according  to  the  cause  and  the  percentage  of 
the  total,  is  given  in  the  following  table: 

Machine  Accidents,  by  Manner  of  Occurrence 

Number  of  Per  Cent 

Manner  of  Occurrence                                                                   Cases  of  Total 

Starting,  stopping  or  operating  machine           ......          2,145  42.2 

All  other 1,169  23.0 

Adjiisting  machine,  tool  or  work    ........             587  11.5 

Cleaning  or  oiling  machine    .........             421  8.3 

Flying  objects 385  7.6 

Brealang  of  machine,  tool,  or  work          .......             250  4 . 9 

Repairing  machine        ..........             127  2 . 5 


Number  of 

Per  Cent 

Cases 

of  Total 

2,668 

52.5 

1,937 

38.1 

227 

4.5 

165 

3.2 

63 

1.2 

12 

.2 

10 

.2 

2 

.-1 

Totals 5,084  100.0 

Of  the  5,084  machine  accidents,  2,145  or  42.2  per  cent  occurred  while  "starting, 
stopping,  or  operating  machine".  There  were  1,685  of  these  cases  which  occurred 
at  the  "point  of  operation". 

Further  analysis  of  the  table  is  given  in  the  following  summary,  showing  the  part 
of  the  machine  on  which  the  injury  occurred. 

Machine  Accidents,  hy  Part  of  Machine 

Part  of  Machine 
Point  of  operation         ......... 

AU  other     ........... 

Belts 

Gears  ........... 

Cranks  and  eccentrics  .  .  . 

Setscrews,  keys,  and  bolts      ........ 

Flywheels    ........... 

Coimterweights    .......... 

Totals 5,084  100.0 

'  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 

Table  XII,  Condition  of  Dependents  in  Uninsured  Fatal  Cases 

This  table  shows  in  detail,  when  the  information  was  obtainable,  the  industry, 
occupation,  age,  wage,  amount  payable  under  the  Act  in  analogous  cases,  depend- 
ents, settlement,  and  financial  condition  of  the  family.  Analysis  of  the  facts  in 
the  table  is  not  made  here,  but  will  be  found  in  a  separate  chapter  devoted  to  the 
subject  under  this  heading. 

Table  XIII,  Conjugal  Condition  and  Dependency  in  Cases  of  Fatal  Injuries 

The  conjugal  condition  of  the  employees  fatally  injured,  the  extent  of  dependency 
according  to  the  number  of  persons  dependent,  are  considered  in  the  following 
paragraphs : 

Conjugal  Condition  in  Fatal  Cases 

Number  of  Per  Cent 

Condition                                                                                                         Cases  of  Total 

Single 45  20.1 

Married 163  72.8 

Widowed     ............               H  4.9 

Divorced     ............                 5  2.2 

Totals 224  100.0 

Of  the  163  cases  in  which  the  employees  were  married,  160  involved  total  de- 
pendency, 2  partial  dependency  and  1  no  dependency. 

There  were  45  cases  in  which  the  employees  were  single.  Total  dependency  was 
involved  in  8  cases,  partial  dependency  in  17  cases,  and  in  the  remaining  20  cases, 
there  was  no  dependency. 

In  the  remaining  16  cases,  11  were  widowed  and  5  divorced. 
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Table  XIV,  Specific  Injury  Cases,  by  Age  op  Persons  Injured 

This  table  indicates  that  there  were  789  cases  of  specific  injuries.  In  93,  or  11.8 
per  cent,  the  employees  were  more  than  55  years  of  age.  There  were  no  specific 
injuries  to  children  under  16  years  of  age. 

There  was  an  increase,  from  5  in  1935  to  8  in  1936,  in  the  number  of  injuries  to 
minors. 

Specific  Injuries 

Type  of  Injuky 
One  or  more  fingers,  one  phalange 
Right  or  major  index  finger,  two  phalanges 
Two  or  more  fingers,  two  or  more  phalanges 
One  eye        ...... 

One  toe        ...... 

Right  or  major  thumb,  one  phalange 
Right  or  major  hand  or  arm 
Right  or  major  index  finger,  2  phalanges,  and 
hand         ...... 

Left  or  minor  hand  or  arm     . 

Right  or  major  thumb,  two  phalanges     . 

One  foot  or  leg     ..... 

Right  or  major  thumb,  one  phalange,  and  one  or  more  fingers 
Right  or  major  thumb,  one  phalange,  and  right  or  major  index 


one  or  more  fingei 


Right  or  major  thumb,  two  phalanges,  and  one  or  more  fingers 
Two  or  more  toes  ....... 

Both  feet  or  legs  ....... 

One  finger  or  thumb  on  one  hand,  two  or  more  on  the  other 
Right  or  major  thumb  and  index  finger,  two  phalanges     . 
Left  or  minor  hand  and  one  eye*    ..... 

Left  or  minor  hand  and  three  fingers  on  right  hand* 
One  finger  or  thumb  on  each  hand  .... 


Totals 789 

*These  cases  are  classified  under  "left  or  minor  hand  or  arm"  in  tables  XIV  and  XV. 


finger, 


,  two 


Number  of 

Cases 

Per  Cent 

510 

64.7 

57 

7.2 

49 

6.2 

49 

6.2 

24 

3.1 

22 

2.8 

17 

2.2 

14 

1.8 

11 

1.4 

10 

1.2 

5 

.6 

5 

.6 

4 

.5 

3 

.4 

2 

.3 

2 

.3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

100.0 


The  group  "one  or  more  fingers,  one  phalange",  continues  to  be  the  largest 
numerically  of  all  groups  classified  within  this  table.  Included  within  this  classifi- 
cation are  all  finger  injuries,  except  those  occurring  to  the  right  or  major  thumb 
and  index  finger,  in  which  there  is  a  loss,  either  by  amputation  or  the  equivalent 
loss  of  use,  of  less  than  two  phalanges  of  one  or  more  fingers.  In  other  words,  this 
group  includes  specified  injuries  to  both  one  finger  and  left  or  minor  thumb,  and 
other  such  injuries  which  do  not  come  within  the  higher  classification,  "two  or  more 
fingers,  two  or  more  phalanges". 

Included  under  the  classification  "one  eye",  there  are  two  cases  in  which  the 
employees  are  totally  blind.  In  one  case  the  employee,  who  had  previously  lost  the 
sight  of  one  eye,  sustained  an  injury  resulting  in  the  loss  of  sight  in  the  other.  In 
the  second  case,  the  employee  sustained  an  injury  resulting  in  the  loss  of  vision  in 
one  eye,  and  has  now  lost  the  sight  in  the  other  eye,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  formally 
determined  whether  or  not  it  is  the  result  of  the  injury. 

Table  XV,  Specific  Injury  Cases,  by  Causes 

There  were  534,  or  67.7  per  cent  of  the  specific  injuries  which  occurred  on  ma- 
chinery.   This  is  an  increase  of  3  per  cent  as  compared  with  1935. 

In  the  group  "one  or  more  fingers,  one  phalange",  there  were  510  cases.  There 
were  364  of  these  cases  which  were  due  to  machinery,  and  263,  or  72.2  per  cent, 
occurred  at  the  point  of  operation. 

Percentage  Distribution  of  Specific  Injury  Cases,  by  Causes 

Cause  of  Injuby 
Machinery  .      _    . 
Handling  of  objects       ......... 

Hand  tools  .......... 

Falls  of  persons    .......... 

Vehicles       ........... 

Miscellaneous  causes     ......... 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against  objects    ...... 

Falling  objects,  not  being  handled  by  employee        .... 

Fires,  explosions,  electricity,  etc.    ....... 

Totals 789  100.0 


Number  of 

Per  Cent 

Cases 

of  Total 

534 

67.7 

129 

16.4 

58 

7.3 

19 

2.4 

12 

1.5 

11 

1.4 

11 

1.4 

8 

1.0 

7 

.9 
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In  the  following  table  of  specific  eye  injuries,  there  is  included  in  the  classification 
"fires,  explosions,  electricity,  etc."  one  case  in  which  the  employee  also  sustained 
the  specific  loss  of  his  right  hand. 

Distribution  of  Specific  Injuries  to  Eye,  by  Causes 

Number  of 

Cause  of  Injury  Cases 

Hand  tools 22 

Machinery  ...............  10 

Fires,  explosions,  electricity,  etc.     ...........  4 

Handling  of  objects       .............  3 

Miscellaneous  causes     .............  3 

Vehicles       ...............  3 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against  objects   ..........  2 

Falls  of  persons    ..............  2 

Total 49 

There  are  included  in  the  above  table,  2  cases,  1  under  "vehicles"  and  the  other 
under  "hand  tools",  in  which  the  employees  are  totally  blind. 

In  one  case  the  employee  had  lost  the  sight  in  one  eye  by  a  previous  injury,  and 
in  the  other  case,  it  has  not  been  decided  yet  whether  or  not  the  loss  of  vision  in  the 
second  eye  is  due  to  the  injury  or  glaucoma. 

MAXIMUM  PAYMENT  CASES 

The  following  table  shows,  for  the  years  ending  June  30,  1934,  1935,  and  1936, 
the  number  of  non-fatal  cases  closed  by  the  payment  of  the  maximum  amount 
payable  under  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act.  The  year  in  which  the  accident 
occurred  and  the  type  of  compensation  paid  is  also  given. 

Year  Compensation  Years  Ending  June  30,  in  Which  Accident  Occurred 

ENDED,  and  Type 

OF  Compensation 

Paid  1918  1919  1920  1922  1923  1924  1925  1926  1927  1928  1929  1930  1931  1932    Totals 

1934 
Total    . 

Total  and  Partial 
Total  and  Specific 
Total,  Partial  and 

Specific 

Totals    . 

1933 
Total    . 

Total  and  Partial 
Total  and  Specific 
Total,  Partial  and 

Specific 

Totals    . 

1936 
Total    . 

Total  and  Partial 
Total  and  Specific 
Total,  Partial  and 

Specific 

Totals    . 
Grand  Total 

During  the  3  year  period  covered  by  the  above  table,  there  were  345  non-fatal 
cases  in  which  the  maximum  compensation  payable  under  the  Workmen's  Compen- 
sation Act  was  paid.  In  247  of  these  cases,  the  employees  were  receiving  total 
disability  compensation  when  the  total  amount  due  had  been  paid. 

The  following  table  shows  by  location  and  nature  of  injury  and  by  type  of  dis- 
ability the  distribution  of  maximum  pajnnent  cases,  closed  during  the  year  July  1, 
1935  to  June  30,  1936. 

"Fractures"  contained  the  largest  number  of  injuries,  52,  followed  by  "ampu- 
tations, or  loss  of  use",  with  46.  "Fractures"  also  caused  the  most  severe  disability, 
38  involving  total  disability  and  14  partial  disability. 
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60 

12 

- 
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8 
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16 
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67 
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23 

25 

29 

74 

88 

79 

8 
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Maximum  Payment  Cases  in  Which  the  Last  Payment  was  Made  During  the 

Year  July  1,  1935  to  June  30,  1936,  by  Location  and  Nature  of 

Injury  and  by  Type  of  Disability. 


Type  of  Disability 


Location  and  Natuke  of  Injubt 


Total 

Compensation 

only 


Total 

and 

Partial 


Total 

and 

Specific 


Total 
Partial 

and 
Specific 


Total 


Bruises,  Contusions,  Abrasions      ...  4 

Trunk 2 

Upper  extremity      .....  1 

Lower  extremity      .....  1 

Concussions         ......  2 

Head 2 

Cuts,  Punctures,  Lacerations          ...  2 

Head 

Trimk .  1 

Upper  extremity      .....  1 

Lower  extremity      .....  — 

Dislocations         ......  2 

Upper  extremity      .....  - 

Lower  extremity      .....  1 

Trunk 1 

Fractures    .......  38 

Head 7 

Trunk 7 

Upper  extremity      .....  5 

Lower  extremity      ......  19 

Sprains  and  Strains     .....  8 

Trunk 4 

Upper  extremity      .....  2 

Lower  extremity      .....  2 

All  other     .......  4 

Trunk 1 

Upper  extremity      .....  - 

Lower  extremity      .....  2 

Unknown         ......  1 

Occupational  Diseases            ....  6 

Dermatitis       ......  1 

Pneumoconiosis,  etc.          ....  4 

Amputations,  Loss  of  Use     .          .          .          .  — 

Eye 

Major  hand  or  arm            ....  - 

Minor  hand  or  arm            .          .          .          .  - 

Foot  or  leg      .          .          .          .          .          .  - 

Both  legs         .          .          .          .          .          .  - 

Both  arms  and  legs            .          .          .          .  — 

One  finger  or  thumb          ....  - 

Two  or  more  fingers  or  thumb             .          .  - 

Totals 65 


14 
1 
1 
5 

7 

3 
2 


32 

2* 
11 

8 

3 

1 

1 

2 

4 


14 


1 
1 

52 

8 

8 

10 

26 

11 
7 
2 
2 

5 
1 
1 
2 
1 

5 
1 

4 

46 
2 

14 

10 
3 
1 
1 
4 

11 


23 


32 


14 


134 


*By  injury,  employee  in  one  case  became  totally  blind,  condition  in  other  eye  caused  by  glaucoma. 


DEPENDENCY  IN  FATAL  CASES  NOT  INSURED  UNDER  THE  ACT 

From  July  1,  1935  to  June  30,  1936,  there  were  26  non-insured  fatal  cases.  The 
dependents  in  these  cases  obtained  their  relief  by  settlement,  voluntary  agreement, 
or  through  legal  procedure. 

The  information  contained  below  was  obtained  by  questionnaires  sent  to  the 
dependents  or  by  personal  interview. 


Not  Insured  Fatal  Injuries,  by  Industries 


Industry 
Steam  railroads 
Express  and  trucking 
Building  trades 
Rubber  manufacturing 
Service 


Number  of 


Industry 
Farming 
Street  railways 
Ice  harvesting 
Telephone  and  Telegraph 

Total      . 


Number  of 


26 
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The  average  age  of  the  employees  at  the  time  of  death  was  44  years  and  the 
average  weekly  wages  were  $25.26. 

Subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  the  possible  total  payment  to  the  dependents 
in  these  cases  is  $101,850.  In  all  but  5  cases  dependency  was  total  and,  excepting 
these  5  cases,  the  maximum  payment  possible,  according  to  the  number  of  depen- 
dents, is  between  $4,000  and  $6,400.  There  were  5  no  dependency  cases,  on  each 
of  which  $150  would  have  been  due  for  funeral  expenses  together  with  a  further 
payment  of  $100,  $250,  or  $500  depending  upon  the  applicability  of  legislative 
amendments  increasing  the  amount  of  such  payment. 

In  only  5  of  these  cases  were  we  able  to  obtain  accurate  figures  as  to  the  actual 
amount  paid  by  non-insured  employers  to  the  dependents  of  their  fatally  injured 
employees.  The  amount  paid  was  $28,600,  or  an  average  of  $5,720  per  case.  In 
the  other  cases,  figures  are  unavailable  either  because  of  the  reluctance  of  parties 
to  disclose  information  or  because  the  claims  have  not  been  adjudicated  or  settled. 

Last  year  the  total  amount  of  the  settlements  reported  in  6  cases  was  $20,315. 

A  statistical  tabulation  of  these  cases  follows : 


Industry  and  Occupation 


Age 


Wages 


Dependents  and  Amount 
Payable  in  Analagous 
Cases 


Settlement 


Steam  railroad,  cutter  . 
Steam  railroad,  yard-brakeman 
Steam  railroad,  yard  helper  . 
Building  trades,  carpenter 
Freight  handling,  freight  handler 

Totals 


48  $28.40  Widow 

($4,000) 
60  $30.00  Widow 

($4,000) 
59  $39.72  Widow  and  5  children 

($6,400) 
62  $25.00  Widow  and  2  children 

($5,600) 

49  $26.40  Widow  and  2  children 

($5,600) 


$25,600 


$5,000 
$  2,700 
$15,000 
$  900 
$  5,000 

$28,600 


An  analysis  of  dependency  is  of  value  in  uninsured  cases  in  showing  upon  whom 
the  burden  fell. 


Dependency 
Widow  and  7  children 
Widow  and  5  children 
Widow  and  4  children 
Widow  and  3  children 
Widow  and  2  children 


Dependency  in  Uninsured  Fatal  Cases 


Number 
of  Cases 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 


Dependency 
Widow  and  1  child 
Widow 
Parent 
No  dependents 

Total      . 


Number 
of  Cases 

2 
11 

1 

5 

26 


THE  MEDICAL  DIVISION 

The  work  accomplished  by  the  Medical  Division  of  the  Board,  under  the  super- 
vision of  its  medical  adviser,^  is  briefly  presented  in  this  chapter.  A  more  detailed 
statement  of  the  work  and  functions  of  this  department  will  be  found  in  the  sixth 
annual  report. 

Insurers  under  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act  paid  out  for  medical  and 
hospital  services  during  the  period  July  1,  1935,  to  June  30,  1936,  the  sum  of 
$2,403,946.14.  This  sum  represents  33.8  per  cent  of  the  total  payments  of  the  year. 
During  this  period,  101,772  injured  employees  were  furnished  either  medical  or 
hospital  treatment  at  the  expense  of  the  insurance  companies. 

Many  problems  have  grown  out  of  the  large  number  of  cases  which  have  required 
the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  Medical  Division,  including  advice  as  to  the  reason- 
ableness of  the  charges  of  physicians  and  hospitals  in  disputed  cases,  adequacy  of 
the  treatment  provided,  additional  treatment  beyond  the  first  two  weeks  after  the 
injury,  whether  the  employee's  incapacity  for  work  as  a  result  of  the  injury  had 
terminated  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  other  medical  questions. 

Impartial  physicians  are  appointed  by  the  Members  of  the  Board.  During  the 
year  covered  by  this  report,  2,098  impartial  examinations  have  been  made  at  a 

'Matthew  V.  Norton,  M.  D. 
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total  cost  of  $15,427.39.  In  addition  to  this  sum,  $418.92  was  paid  out  on  account 
of  services  of  impartial  physicians  at  hearings  upon  disputed  cases,  and  for  hospital 
records  obtained  by  the  Board. 

The  Medical  work  of  the  Board  has  been  administered  from  the  viewpoint  that 
employees  are  entitled  to  adequate  medical  and  hospital  treatment,  but  that  the 
cost  of  such  treatment  should  be  reasonable. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  GENERAL  LAWS,  CHAPTER  152 

(Chapter  317,  Acts  of  1937) 

Section  thirty-nine  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  of  the  General  Laws, 
as  appearing  in  the  Tercentenary  Edition,  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  the 
last  two  sentences  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following: — When  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  legal  representative  of  a  deceased  employee  or  dependent,  or  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  guardian  or  conservator  of  an  employee  or  dependent  who  is  a  minor  or  is 
insane  or  is  otherwise  legally  incapacitated,  is  required  to  comply  with  this  chapter, 
the  insurer  shall  furnish  or  pay  for  legal  services  rendered  in  connection  with  the 
appointment  of  such  legal  representative,  guardian  or  conservator  or  in  connection 
with  his  duties,  and  shall  pay  the  necessary  disbursements  for  such  appointment, 
the  necessary  expenses  of  such  legal  representative,  guardian  or  conservator,  and 
reasonable  compensation  to  him  for  time  necessarily  spent  in  complying  there- 
with. Said  payments  shall  be  in  addition  to  sums  paid  for  compensation, — so  as 
to  read  as  follows : — 

Section  39. — The  compensation  payable  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  injured  em- 
ployee shall  be  paid  to  his  legal  representative;  or,  if  he  has  no  legal  representative, 
to  his  dependents;  or,  if  he  leaves  no  dependents,  to  the  persons  to  whom  payment 
of  the  expenses  for  the  last  sickness  and  burial  is  due.  If  payment  is  made  to  the 
legal  representative  of  the  deceased  employee,  it  shall  be  paid  by  him  to  the  de- 
pendents or  other  persons  entitled  thereto  under  this  chapter.  When  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  legal  representative  of  a  deceased  employee  or  dependent,  or  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  guardian  or  conservator  of  an  employee  or  dependent  who  is  a  minor  or 
is  insane  or  is  otherwise  legally  incapacitated,  is  required  to  comply  with  this  chap- 
ter, the  insurer  shall  furnish  or  pay  for  legal  services  rendered  in  connection  with 
the  appointment  of  such  legal  representative,  guardian  or  conservator  or  in  con- 
nection with  his  duties,  and  shall  pay  the  necessary  disbursements  for  such  appoint- 
ment, the  necessary  expenses  of  such  legal  representative,  guardian  or  conservator, 
and  reasonable  compensation  to  him  for  time  necessarily  spent  in  conplying  there- 
with. Said  payments  shall  be  in  addition  to  sums  paid  for  compensation. — {A'p- 
proved  May  18,  1937.    In  effect  August  16,  1937.) 

Whereas,  The  deferred  operation  of  this  law  would  defeat  its  purpose,  therefore 
it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  an  emergency  law,  necessary  for  the  immediate  preser- 
vation of  the  public  health,  safety  and  convenience. 

Section  thirty-seven  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  of  the  General  Laws, 
as  appearing  in  the  Tercentenary  Edition,  is  hereby  amended  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "thirty-four"  in  the  tenth  line  the  word: — ,  thirty-four  A, —  so  as  to  read  as 
follows: — Section  37.  Whenever  an  employee  who  has  previously  suffered  a  per- 
sonal injury  resulting  in  the  loss  by  severance,  or  the  permanent  incapacity,  of  one 
hand  at  or  above  the  wrist  or  one  foot  at  or  above  the  ankle,  or  the  reduction  to 
twenty  seventieths  of  normal  vision  of  one  eye  with  glasses,  incurs  further  disability 
by  the  loss  or  permanent  incapacity  of  a  hand  or  foot  or  the  reduction  to  twenty 
seventieths  of  normal  vision  in  an  eye,  by  reason  of  a  personal  injury  for  which 
compensation  is  required  by  this  chapter,  he,  or  his  dependent,  if  death  results  from 
the  injury,  shall  be  paid  the  compensation  provided  for  by  sections  thirty-one, 
thirty-two,  thirty-four,  thirty-four  A  or  thirty-five,  in  the  following  manner:  One 
half  of  such  compensation  shall  be  paid  by  the  state  treasurer  from  the  fund  es- 
tablished by  section  sixty-five,  and  the  other  half  by  the  insurer,  but  the  additional 
compensation  required  by  section  thirty-six  shall  be  paid  by  the  insurer. — {Approved 
May  20,  1937,  12.20  p.  m.) 
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Section  thirty-one  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  of  the  General  Laws,  as 
amended  by  chapter  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and 
thirty-four,  is  hereby  further  amended  by  striking  out  the  paragraph  contained  in 
the  seventh  to  the  forty-fourth  hnes  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following : — 
To  the  widow,  so  long  as  she  remains  unmarried,  ten  dollars  a  week  if  and  so  long 
as  there  is  no  child  of  the  employee,  who  is  under  the  age  of  eighteen,  or  over  said 
age  and  physically  or  mentally  incapacitated  from  earning;  to  or  for  the  use  of  the 
widow  and  for  the  benefit  of  all  children  of  the  employee,  twelve  dollars  a  week  if 
and  so  long  as  there  is  one  such  child,  and  two  dollars  more  a  week  for  each  such 
additional  child,  provided,  that  in  case  any  such  child  is  a  child  by  a  former  wife, 
the  death  benefit  shall  be  divided  between  the  surviving  wife  and  all  living  children 
of  the  deceased  employee  in  equal  shares,  the  surviving  wife  taking  the  same  share 
as  a  child.  If  the  widow  dies,  such  amount  or  amounts  as  would  have  been  payable 
to  or  for  her  own  use  and  for  the  benefit  of  all  children  of  the  employee  shall  be  paid 
in  equal  shares  to  all  the  surviving  children  of  the  employee.  If  the  widow  remar- 
ries, all  payments  under  the  foregoing  provisions  shall  terminate  and  the  insurer 
shall  pay  each  week  to  each  of  the  children  of  the  employee,  if  and  so  long  as  there 
are  more  than  five,  his  or  her  proportionate  share  of  eighteen  dollars  and  shall  pay 
each  of  such  children,  if  and  so  long  as  there  are  five  or  less,  three  dollars  a  week. 
If  there  is  no  surviving  wife  or  husband  of  the  deceased  employee,  such  amount  or 
amounts  as  would  have  been  payable  under  this  section  to  or  for  the  use  of  a  widow 
and  for  the  benefit  of  all  such  children  of  the  employee,  shall  be  paid  in  equal  shares 
to  all  such  surviving  children  of  the  employee.  The  total  amount  of  payments  and 
the  period  of  payments  in  all  cases  under  this  section  shall  not  be  more  than  sixty- 
four  hundred  dollars  nor  continue  for  more  than  four  hundred  weeks,  except  that 
payment  to  or  for  the  benefit  of  children  of  the  deceased  employee  under  the  age 
of  eighteen  shall  not  be  discontinued  prior  to  the  age  of  eighteen.  When  weekly 
payments  have  been  made  to  an  injured  employee  before  his  death,  compensation 
under  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  section  shall  begin  from  the  date  of  the  death 
of  the  employee,  but  shall  not  amount  to  a  total  of  more  than  sixty-four  hundred 
dollars,  including  such  payments  as  were  made  to  the  injured  employee  before  his 
death,  and  shall  not  continue  for  more  than  four  hundred  weeks,  including  weeks 
during  which  payments  were  made  to  the  injured  employee  before  his  death,  except 
as  above  provided  in  cases  where  children  of  the  deceased  employee  continue  to  be 
under  the  age  of  eighteen. — {Approved  May  20,  1937.    In  effect  August  18,  1937.) 

Whereas,  The  deferred  operation  of  this  act  would  tend  to  defeat  its  purpose, 
therefore  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  an  emergency  law,  necessary  for  the  immediate 
preservation  of  the  public  convenience. 

Section  1.  Section  twenty-six  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  of  the  General 
Laws,  as  appearing  in  the  Tercentenary  Edition,  is  hereby  amended  by  adding  at 
the  end  the  following: — ,  and  if  an  employee  while  acting  in  the  course  of  his  em- 
ployment receives  injury  resulting  from  frost  bite  or  sun  stroke,  without  having 
voluntarily  assumed  increased  peril  not  contemplated  by  his  contract  of  employ- 
ment, or  is  injured  by  reason  of  the  physical  activities  of  fellow  employees  in  which 
he  does  not  participate,  whether  or  not  such  activities  are  associated  with  the  em- 
ployment, such  injury  shall  be  conclusively  presumed  to  have  arisen  out  of  the 
employment.  Section  2.  Said  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  is  hereby  further 
amended  by  inserting  after  section  twenty-six  the  following  new  section: — Section 
26 A.  Dependents  shall  not  be  precluded  from  recovery  under  this  chapter,  nor 
shall  the  insurance  company  be  relieved  from  making  payment  to  the  common- 
wealth under  section  sixty-five,  for  death  by  suicide  of  the  employee,  if  it  be  shown 
by  the  weight  of  the  evidence  that,  due  to  the  injury,  the  employee  was  of  such  un- 
soundness of  mind  as  to  make  him  irresponsible  for  his  act  of  suicide. — Approved 
May  28,  1937.    {12.21  a.  m.) 

Chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  of  the  General  Laws  is  hereby  amended  by 
striking  out  section  twenty-nine  as  amended  by  chapter  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  of  the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-five,  and  inserting  in  place  thereof 
the  following: — Section  29.  No  compensation  shall  be  paid  for  any  injury  which 
does  not  incapacitate  the  employee  from  earning  fuU  wages  for  a  period  of  at  least 
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seven  days.  If  incapacity  extends  for  a  period  of  two  weeks  or  more,  compensation 
shall  be  paid  from  the  day  of  injury,  otherwise  from  the  eighth  day  thereafter; 
provided,  that,  except  under  section  thirty-five,  no  compensation  shall  be  paid  for 
any  period  for  which  any  wages  were  earned.  When  compensation  shall  have  be- 
gun it  shall  not  be  discontinued  except  with  the  written  assent  of  the  employee,  or 
with  the  approval  of  the  department  or  a  member  thereof,  granted  only  after  an 
impartial  examination  or  after  a  personal  interview  with  the  employee  by  a  member 
or  employee  of  the  department  or  after  failure  of  the  employee  to  report  for  or 
submit  to  such  examination  or  interview  after  reasonable  notice  by  the  department 
provided,  that  such  compensation  shall  be  paid  in  accordance  with  section  thirty- 
five  if  the  employee  in  fact  earns  wages  after  the  original  agreement  or  decision  is 
&\ed.— {Approved  May  28,  1937.    In  effect  August  26,  1937.) 

Section  sixty-five  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  of  the  General  Laws,  as 
most  recently  amended  by  chapter  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  of  the  acts  of  nine- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-six,  is  hereby  further  amended  by  striking  out,  in  the 
fourth  line,  the  words  "five  hundred"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  words: — 
one  thousand, — so  as  to  read  as  follows: — Section  65.  For  every  case  of  personal 
injury  resulting  in  death  covered  by  this  chapter,  when  there  are  no  dependents, 
the  insurance  company  shall  pay  into  the  treasury  of  the  commonwealth  one 
thousand  dollars.  Such  payments  shall  constitute  a  special  fund  in  the  custody  of 
the  state  treasurer  who  shall  make  pajmients  therefrom  upon  the  written  order  of 
the  department  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  section  thirty-seven.  {Approved  May 
28, 1937.    In  effect  August  26,  1937.) 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES. 

Table  I. — Total   Tabulatable  Injuries,  hy  Industries  and  Cases  Insured  and  not 
Insured,  July  1,  1935  to  June  30,  1936 


Industries 


Not 
Insured        Insured        Total 


Agriculture,  Forestry  and  Animal  Husbandry 

Agriculture  ....... 

Forestry       ........ 

Animal  husbandry         ...... 

Ice  harvesting       ....... 

Extraction  of  Minerals 
Quarrying   ........ 

Building  Trades 
Carpenters  ........ 

Electricians  ....... 

Masons        ........ 

Plumbers     ........ 

Painters       ........ 

Roofers        ........ 

Iron  workers  (in  building  trades  only)     . 

Hand  trades,  all  other  ...... 

Chemical  and  Allied  Products 
Fertilizers    ........ 

Paints,  varnish  and  japanning         .... 

Powder,  cartridges,  fireworks,  etc.,  makers 

Soap  makers         ....... 

Other  chemical  workers  ..... 

Clay,  Glass  and  Stone  Products 
Brickmakers  ....... 

Potteries     ........ 

Tile  makers  ....... 

Glass  makers,  workers  ...... 

Lime,  cement  and  gypsum     ..... 

Marble  and  stone  cutters       ..... 

Mica  and  isinglass         ...... 

Clothing 
Clothing  makers  ....... 

Corset  makers      ....... 

Hat  makers;  wool  and  felt     ..... 

Shirts,  collar  and  cuff  makers  .... 

Food  and  Kindred  Products 
Bakeries      ........ 

Butter  and  cheeae  makers      ..... 

Candy  ........ 

Fish  curers  and  packers  ..... 

Flour  and  grain  mills    ...... 

Fruit  and  vegetable  canners  ..... 

Slaughtering  and  packing  houses    .... 

Sugar  makers  and  refiners      ..... 

Other  food  preparers     ...... 

Iron  and  Steel  and  Their  Products 
Agricultural  implements  ..... 

Automobile  factories     ...... 

Car  and  railroad  shops  ..... 

Foundries  and  metal  working,  tools 

Ship  and  boat  building  ..... 

Wagons  and  carriages   ...... 

Other  iron  and  steel  workers  .... 

Leather  and  its  Finished  Products 
Harness  and  saddle  makers  and  repairers 
Leather  belt,  leather  case,  pocket-book  makers 
Shoes  ........ 

Tanneries    ........ 

Trunk  makers      ....... 

Liquors  and  Beverages 

Breweries    ........ 

Distilleries  ........ 

Other  liquor  and  beverage  worker.s 

Lumber  and  its  Re-manufacture 
Box  makers  (wood)        ...... 

Furniture     .  .  .  .  . 

Pianos  and  organs  ...... 

Saw  and  planing  mills  ...... 

Wood  heels  ....... 

Other  wood  workers      ...... 

Metals  and  Metal  Products  Other  than  Iron  and  Steel 
Brass  mills  ........ 

Clock  factories     ....... 

Copper  factories  ....... 

Gold  and  silver  factories        ..... 

Jewelry  factories  ...... 

Lead  and  zinc  factories  ..... 

Tin  plate  factories         ...... 

Watch  factories    .  .         •. 

Copper  and  brass  factories    ..... 

Other  metal  workers     ...... 


413 

25 

438 

264 

23 

287 

62 

— 

62 

39 

— 

39 

48 

2 

50 

38 

29 

67 

38 

29 

67 

2,254 

124 

22 

1 

2,276 

125 

105 

1 

106 

72 

1 

73 

189 

_ 

189 

105 

4 

109 

110 

2 

112 

89 

— 

89 

1,460 

13 

1,473 

337 

2 

339 

25 

— 

25 

34 

— 

34 

12 

2 

14 

46 

— 

46 

220 

- 

220 

156 

5 

161 

38 

— 

38 

16 

— 

16 

3 

— 

3 

27 

_ 

27 

46 

— 

46 

19 

5 

24 

7 

- 

7 

404 

8 

412 

267 

8 

275 

7 

_ 

7 

87 

— 

87 

43 

- 

43 

1.779 

491 

3 
2 

1,782 
493 

27 

— 

27 

180 

_ 

180 

348 

— 

348 

4 

— 

4 

16 

— 

16 

470 

1 

471 

44 

— 

44 

199 

- 

199 

2,740 

13 

296 

3,036 

13 

207 

1 

208 

5 

1 

6 

1,057 
69 

128 
142 

1,185 
211 

6 

— 

6 

1,383 

24 

1,407 

2,047 

7 

71 

2,118 

7 

85 

6 

91 

1,180 
773 

5 
60 

1,185 
833 

2 

- 

2 

243 

_ 

243 

118 

— 

118 

34 

_ 

34 

91 

- 

91 

801 

17 

818 

120 

— 

120 

278 

9 

287 

22 

— 

22 

98 

3 

101 

42 

— 

42 

241 

5 

246 

340 

1 

341 

24 

— 

24 

15 

— 

15 

38 

'  — 

38 

59 

— 

59 

60 

— 

60 

46 

— 

46 

21 

— 

21 

23 

— 

23 

6 

— 

6 

48 

1 

49 
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Table  I. — Total  Tahulatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Cases  Insured  and  not 
Insured,  July  1,  1935  to  June  30,  1936 — Continued 


Industries 


Paper 

Box  makers  ....... 

Makers  of  blank  books,  envelopes,  tags  and  labels,  bags 
Paper  and  pulp  mills     ...... 

Pulp  mills   ........ 

Other  paper  goods         ...... 

Printing  and  Bookbinding 

Printing  and  publishing  establishments  . 

Textiles 

Carpet  mills 

Cotton  mills 

Dyeing  and  finishing  textiles 

Hemp  and  jute  mills     . 

Knitting  mills 

Linen  mills 

Print  works 

Rope  and  cordage  factories,  twine 

Sail,  awning  and  tent  makers 

Silk  mills     .... 

Woolen  mills,  worsted  mills 

Not  specified  textile  workers 

Miscellaneous  Industries 

Broom  and  brush  makers 

Cigars  and  tobacco 

Electric  Light  and  power  companies 

Electrical  supplies 

Gas  works 

Water  power 

Oil  works     . 

Rubber  factories 

Straw  workers 

Gas  and  electric  companies 

Asbestos      ... 

Other  miscellaneous  industries  and  occupations 

Water  Transportation 

Water  transportation    ....... 

Transportation,  Road,  etc.    . 

Construction  and  maintenance  of  roads,  streets,  etc. 
Livery  stables  and  garages     ...... 

Cab  and  taxi  companies,  buses,  not  street  railway  busses 
Street  railways     ........ 

Steam  railroads    ........ 


Express  companies 


Express  Companies 


Telephone  and  Telegraph 

Telephone  and  telegraph        ..... 

Air  Transportation 

Air  transportation  ...... 

Other  Persons  in  Transportation 

Other  persons  in  transportation      .... 

Trade 

Banking  and  brokerage 

Insurance    ..... 

Real  Estate  .... 

Elevators     ..... 

Stockyards  .... 

Warehouses  and  cold  storage  plants 

Other  persons  in  trade  .  . 

Clerical  assistants  (industry,  business  or  profession  not  specified) 

Automobiles 

Clothing 

Filling  stations     . 

Food  . 

Furniture     . 

All  other  wholesale  and  retail  trade 

Professional  Service 

Professional  service,  all  kinds  .... 

Domestic  and  Personal  Service 

Occupations  not  in  industries  .... 

Laundry  and  laundry  work    ..... 

Grand  Total 


Insured 


Not 
Insured 


1,121 

165 
108 
519 
5 
324 

541 

541 

3,313 

58 

966 

258 

21 

165 

24 

72 

38 

11 

121 

1,297 

282 

2,420 

27 

18 

186 

421 

233 

24 

246 

437 

13 

88 

26 

701 

203 

203 
3,098 

2,254 

497 

44 

301 

2 

831 

831 

2 

2 

2 

2 

188 

188 

6,212 

92 

117 

368 

26 

1 

172 

145 

8 

256 

229 

124 

2,260 

137 

2,277 

716 

716 

2,262 

1,925 
337 


33 
10 

17 

6 

10 

10 

83 

59 


2 
8 
5 

91 

1 

2 
20 


2 
10 

23 

23 

347 

17 

4 

26 

55 

245 

172 

172 

138 

138 


380 


2 
294 

70 

70 

70 

36 

29 

7 


Total 


1,154 

175 
108 
536 
-  5 
330 

551 

551 

3,396 

58 
1,025 

258 
21 

173 
24 
73 
38 
11 

123 
1,305 

287 

2,511 

28 

18 

188 

441 

233 

24 

246 

493 

13 

88 

28 

711 

226 

226 
3,445 

2,271 

501 

70 

356 

247 

1,003 

1,003 

140 

140 

2 

2 

188 

188 

6,592 

92 

123 

369 

26 

1 

173 

149 

8 

258 

229 

126 

2,554 

137 

2,347 

786 

786 

2,298 

1,954 
344 


32,461 


1,862 


34,323 
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Table  II. — Insurance  Transactions  Under  the  Act,  filed  by  Insurance  Companies 

on  Injuries  Reported  for  the  Year,  July  1,  1935  to  June  30,  1936 

Niimber  of  employees  who  lost  no  time  from  work,  but  required  medical  services        68,624 

Payments  made  ..........  $566,683  60 

Outstanding  payments  .........  31,668  47 

$598,352  07 
Numiber  of  employees  who  were  not  disabled  more  than  7  days,  but  required 

medical  services   ..........         12,470 

Payments  made  ..........  $170,912  57 

Outstanding  payments  .........  11,948  17 

$182,860  74 
Number  of  employees  receiving  compensation  only        .....  2,460 

Payments  made  ..........  $182,384  53 

Outstanding  payments         .........  44,203  14 

$226,587  67 
Number  of  employees  receiving  both  medical  services  and  compensation  .        20,678 

Medical  payments  made       .........  $1,065,222  09 

Medical  payments  outstanding     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  552,405  94 

$1,617,628  03 

Compensation  payments  made     ........  $1,999,112  29 

Compensation  payments  outstanding    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,808,596  63 

$3,807,708  92 
Number  of  cases  requiring  neither  the  payment  of  compensation  nor  medical  .        26,667 

Total  dependency  fatals     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  135 

Compensation  payments  made      ........  $87,906  16 

Outstanding  compensation  payments     .......  540,480  80 

$628,386  96 
Partial  dependency  fatals  ..........  22 

Compensation  payments  made      ........  $10,977  70 

Outstanding  compensation  payments     .......  32,365  05 

$43,342  75 
No  dependency  fatals         ..........  17 

Payments  made  ..........  $2,325  00 

Payments  outstanding  .........  3,250  00 

$5,575  00 


Number  of  fatal  cases  reported  to  insurers   .........  174 

Number  of  non-fatal  cases  reported  to  insurers      ........  130,899 

Total  number  reported  to  insurers        ..........  131,073 

Total  medical  paid $1,805,486  56 

Total  medical  outstanding 598,459  58 

$2,403,946  14 

Total  fatal  compensation  paid     ...........         $101,208  86 

Total  fatal  compensation  outstanding  .........  576,095  85 

$677,304  71 

Total  non-fatal  compensation  paid       ..........     $2,181,496  82 

Total  non-fatal  compensation  outstanding    .........        1,852,799  77 

$4,034,296  59 

Total  payments  made $4,088,192  24 

Total  payments  outstanding        ,......'..-•        3,027,355  20 

$7,115,547  44 
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Nature  of  Injury 

Total 

Fatals 

Permanent 

Total 
Disabilities 

Permanent 

Partial 
Disabilities 

Temporary- 
Total 
Disabilities 

Abrasions,  contusions  and  bruises 

Burns  and  scalds 

Cuts,  punctures  and  lacerations 

Fractures     .... 

Sprains  and  strains 

All  other      .... 

Amputations 

440 

116 

2.041 

18 

2 

422 

79 

1 

1 

10 

3 

3 
1 

1 

1 
1 
2 
3 

78 

438 

114 

2,028 

12 

2 

419 

Grand  Total  . 

3,118 

19 

1 

85 

3.013 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Department  of  Industrial  Accidents 

INTRODUCTION 

The  Department  of  Industrial  Accidents  presents  herewith  its  twenty-fifth  annual 
report.  This  report  contains  the  facts  and  figures,  in  summarized  form,  which 
comprise  the  Department's  experience  in  the  administration  of  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act  (General  Laws,  Chapter  152)  for  the  year  July  1,  1936  to  June 
30,  1937. 

It  may  be  stated,  in  brief,  that  a  comparison  with  the  report  for  the  year_ ending 
June  30,  1936,  shows  that  although  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  injuries 
reported  to  the  Department,  the  percentage  of  tabulatable  injuries  remained  the 
same,  28.9  per  cent.  This  increase  in  the  number  of  injuries  reported  may  be 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  employers  have  been  more  efficient  in  reporting  no 
time  lost  cases,  heretofore  neglected  or  omitted. 

The  severity  of  injuries,  as  measured  by  the  plan  for  weighting  time  loss  due  to 
injuries,  was  less  by  9,966  days  than  for  the  previous  year.  This  decrease  may  be 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  weighted  system  for  time  loss  was  not  used  this 
year  in  cases  of  permanent  partial  disabilities,  the  actual  time  lost  being  tabulated 
whenever  possible. 

A  synopsis  of  the  subjects  covered  in  the  current  report  follows: 

The  Twenty-fifth  Year  of  the  Act. — This  chapter  covers,  in  condensed  form,  the 
number  of  tabulatable  injuries,  total  reported  injuries,  aggregate  time  lost,  a  con- 
densed statement  of  combined  payments  by  insurance  companies  operating  under 
the  Act,  extent  of  incapacity  in  certain  cases,  and  dependency,  in  brief,  in  fatal 
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Summary  of  Accident  Experience. — This  chapter  explains  the  various  tables 
found  in  the  Appendix,  with  a  brief  analysis  of  each,  and  should  be  referred  to 
for  an  understanding  of  the  tables  used.  Graphs  containing  comparisons  are  used 
to  present  certain  important  phases  of  the  experience. 

Maximum  Payment  Cases. — This  chapter  contains  a  brief  survey  of  the  non- 
fatal cases  in  which  the  maximum  amount  of  compensation  payable  has  been  made. 

Dependency  in  Fatal  Cases  not  Insured  under  the  Act. — This  chapter  deals  with 
particular  reference  to  the  condition  of  dependents  in  fatal  cases  where  the  injured 
employees  were  not  insured  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  The  statements  repre- 
sent an  analysis  based  on  Table  XII  in  the  Appendix  of  this  report. 

Medical  Division. — This  chapter  contains  a  brief  summary  of  the  work  of  this 
division  with  some  statistical  data  for  the  past  year. 

THE  TWENTY-FIFTH  YEAR  OF  THE  ACT 

There  were  133,086  accident  reports  filed  with  the  Department  of  Industrial 
Accidents  forthe  year  July  1,  1936  to  June  30,  1937.  Of  these,  38,460  were 
tabulatable  injuries  (injuries  causing  the  loss  of  at  least  one  day  or  one  shift,  usually 
8  hours),  including  deaths,  permanent  total,  permanent  partial  and  temporary 
total  disabilities.  Death  resulted  in  232  of  these  cases,  12  involved  permanent 
total  disability,  1,047  were  of  a  permanent  partial  nature,  and  37,169  were  temporary 
totals. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  reported  injuries,  from  118,648  in  1936 
to  133,086  in  1937  and  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of  tabulatable 
injuries,  from  34,323  in  1936  to  38,460  in  1937. 

The  reports  from  the  insurance  companies  show  that  the  payments  made  and 
to  be  made  on  account  of  injuries  occurring  in  this  period  total  $7,502,571.35,  and 
are  classified  as  follows:  medical,  12,638,339.09;  fatal  compensation,  $666,071.97; 
and  non-fatal  compensation,  $4,198,160.29. 

The  weighted  time  loss  charged  to  all  injuries  is  3,340,564  days,  distributed  as 
follows:  death,  41.7  per  cent;  permanent  total  disability,  2.2  per  cent;  permanent 
partial  disability,  19.4  per  cent  and  temporary  total  disability,  36.7  per  cent. 

There  were  232  fatals  this  year,  an  increase  of  8  cases  in  comparison  with  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1936.  Total  dependency  was  involved  in  186  cases,  401 
persons  being  so  dependent.  In  20  cases,  dependency  was  partial,  the  dependents 
numbering  27.  In  the  remaining  26  cases,  there  was  no  dependency.  There  were 
202  cases,  or  87.1  per  cent  insured. 

SUMMARY  OF  ACCIDENT  EXPERIENCE 

Table  1,  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Cases  Insured  and 

NOT  Insured 
The  statistics  of  the  Board  show  that  93.8  per  cent,  or  36,069  of  the  tabulatable 
injuries  were  insured  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  and  that  6.2  per  cent,  or 
2,391  were  not  insured.    This  is  an  increase  of  .8  per  cent  in  the  number  of  not 
insured  cases  as  compared  with  1936. 

Table  II,  Insurance  Transactions  Under  the  Act 
This  table  was  compiled  from  figures  furnished  the  Board,  upon  its  request  under 
section  63  of  the  Act,  by  insurance  companies  licensed  under  the  Act,  and  also 
from  boards,  commissions  and  departments  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  counties,  cities,  towns  and  districts,  which  have  accepted  the  provisions 
of  the  Act.  During  the  year  ending  June  30,  1937,  a  total  payment  of  $7,502,571.35 
was  reported.  This  is  an  increase  of  $387,023.91  over  1936.'^  This  increase  may  be 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  there  were  more  injuries  this  year  than  last. 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  paid  to  injured  laborers,  workmen,  and 

mechanics  in  the  service  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  various  counties,  cities, 

towns  and  districts,  and  to  their  dependents,  which  are  under  the  Act,  the  sum  of 

$414,960.60  as  compared  with  $370,951.40,  which  was  reported  paid  in  1936. 

It  should  be  noted  that  Chapter  403  of  the  Acts  1936  permits  the  extension  of 
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the  Act  to  all  employees  of  the  Commonwealth,  counties,  cities,  towns  and  districts, 
upon  proper  acceptance  of  such  chapter,  but  excepting  pohce  and  fire  forces. 

According  to  the  information  furnished  the  Board  by  insurers  and  the  pubHc 
units,  the  average  cost  per  case,  including  compensation  and  medical  benefits, 
paid  and  estimated  as  outstanding,  in  all  cases  in  which  such  payments  were 
made,  whether  tabulatable  or  not,  was  $60.30  as  compared  with  an  average  cost 
per  case  of  $62.40  in  1936. 


Insurance  Payments  Made  and  Outstanding 


Type  of  Payment 
Medical,  for  all  cases 
Fatal,  dependency  compensation 
Non-fatal,  disabifity  compensation 


Amount 
$2,638,339.09 
666,071.97 
4,198,160.29 


Totals 


$7,502,571.35 


Per  Cent 

35.2 

8.9 

55.9 


100.0 


NuMBEE  OF  Total  Tabutable  Injubies  by  Industkies 
July  1,  1936  -  June  30,  1937 


1 

Trade 

2 

Iron  and  steel 

3 

Textiles 

4 

Transportation, road, etc. 

5 

Building  trades 

6 

Service 

7 

Leather 

8 

Food 

9 

Paper 

10 

Express 

11 

Liomber 

12 

Professional 

13 

Printing 

14 

Clothing 

15 

Agriculture 

16  Metals                | 

17 

Chemicals 

13 

Liquors 

19 

Water  transportation 

20 

Clay, glass, s't  one 

21 

Others  in  transportation 

22 

Telephone  and  telegraph 

23 

Minerals 

24  Air  transDortation      | 

25 

Miscellaneous          | 

3,000        4,000        5,000 


6,000        7,000 
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Based  on  the  payments  made  and  estimated  outstanding  and  the  number  of 
cases  to  which  they  apply,  the  average  cost  per  case  for  the  several  groups  is  as 
follows : 


Average  Cost  per  Specified  Case 


Ttpe  of  Payment 
Medical,  for  all  cases 
Fatal,  dependency  compensation 
Non-fatal,  disability  compensation 


Number 

of  Cases 

122,882 

183 

25,686 


Average 

Cost 

S21.47 

$3,639.73 

S163.05 


Table  III,  Frequency  of  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Extent  op  Disability 

This  table  indicates  the  number  of  deaths,  permanent  total  disabilities,  perma- 
nent partial  disabilities,  and  temporary  total  disabilities. 

In  permanent  total  disabilities,  the  element  of  judgment,  based  on  experience, 
must  enter  into  classifying  a  part  of  the  data.  In  rating  injuries  of  this  nature, 
the  general  principle  by  which  severity  is  to  be  measured  is  based  on  economic  loss 
to  the  community  and  the  loss  of  wages  to  the  employee.  Permanent  total 
disability  applies  to  every  injury  which  permanently  incapacitates  the  workmen 
from  performing  any  work  continuously  in  a  gainful  occupation.  The  element  of 
judgment  must  enter  into  the  classification  of  the  data,  because  the  statistics  must 
be  compiled  before  we  can  determine  definitely  whether  an  injured  employee  is 
ever  going  to  be  able  to  perform  work  again. 

Permanent  partial  disabilities  are  all  injuries  less  than  permanent  total,  which 
result  in  the  loss  of  any  member  of  the  body,  or  part  thereof,  or  in  the  permanent 
impairment  of  any  function,  as  included  in  the  specific  injury  table. 

Temporary  total  disabilities  are  those  in  which  the  injured  employee  returned 
to  work  at  his  former  wages,  except  a  small  number  in  which  disability  extended 
over  one  year. 


Extent  of  Total  TabuJatable  Injuries 


Extent  op  Disability 
Deaths  .......... 

Permanent  total  disabilities     ....... 

Permanent  partial  disabilities  ...... 

Temporary  total  disabilities     ....... 

Totals 

1  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 


Number  of 
Cases 
232 
12 
1,047 
37,169 


Per 

Cent 

.6 

_  1 

2^7 
96.6 


38,460 


100.0 


The  following  table  is  a  summary  of  the  duration  of  disability  in  all  cases  in  this 
classification : 


Duration  of  Temporary  Total  Disabilities 


Disability  Period 


1  to  3  days    . 
4  to  7  days    . 

1  to  2  weeks 

2  to  3  weeks 

3  to  4  weeks 

4  to  8  weeks 
8  to  13  weeks 
13  to  26  weeks 
26  to  52  weeks 
Over  1  year  . 


Number  of 

Per 

Cases 

Cent 

5,034 

13.5 

8,215 

22.1 

5,399 

14.5 

4,561 

12.3 

2,779 

7.5 

6,222 

16.7 

2,619 

7.0 

1,393 

3.8 

558 

1.5 

389 

1.1 

Totals 


37,169 


It  should  be  noted  that  in  13,249  cases,  or  35.6  per  cent  of  the  temporary  total 
disabilities,  the  employee  was  not  incapacitated  for  a  period  of  more  than  7  days. 
Compensation  would  not  be  payable  on  these  injuries,  but  if  the  employers  were 
insured,  the  employees  would  be  entitled  to  medical  benefits. 
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Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Extent  of  Disability,  Including  Per- 
centage Distribution 


Permanent 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Totals 

Deaths 

Total 

Partial 

Total 

Disabilities 

Disabilities 

Disabilities 

Ind  ustries 

Num- 

Per 

Num- 

Per 

Num- 

Per 

Num- 

Per 

Num- 

Per 

ber 

Cent 

ber 

Cent 

ber 

Cent 

ber 

Cent 

ber 

Cent 

Trade       .... 

6,573 

17.1 

34 

14.7 

1 

8.3 

78 

7.4 

6,460 

17.4 

Iron  and  steel  . 

4,054 

10.5 

26 

11.2 

2 

16.7 

206 

19.7 

3,820 

10.3 

Textiles   .... 

.3,697 

9.6 

17 

7.3 

— 

— 

135 

12.9 

3,545 

9.5 

Transportation,  road,  etc. 

3,396 

8.8 

46 

19.8 

4 

33.4 

71 

6.8 

3,275 

8.8 

Building  trades 

2,878 

7.5 

23 

9.9 

2 

16.7 

57 

5.4 

2,796 

7.5 

Miscellaneous   . 

2,668 

6.9 

25 

10.8 

1 

8.3 

136 

13.0 

2,506 

6.7 

Service     .... 

2,650 

6.9 

5 

2.1 

1 

8.3 

34 

3.2 

2,610 

7.0 

Leather    .... 

2,372 

6.2 

5 

2.1 

- 

_ 

64 

6.1 

2,303 

6.2 

Food        .... 

2,161 

5.6 

3 

1.3 

- 

- 

37 

3.5 

2,121 

5.7 

Paper       .... 

1,360 

3.5 

9 

3.9 

- 

— 

47 

4.5 

1,304 

3.5 

Express,  trucking 

1,153 

3.0 

8 

3.7 

— 

- 

16 

1.5 

1,129 

3.0 

Lumber    .... 

1,106 

2.9 

4 

1.7 

— 

— 

75 

7.2 

1,027 

2.8 

Professional  se^^'ice   . 

872 

2.3 

3 

1.3 

- 

— 

14 

1.3 

855 

2.3 

Printing,  bookbinding 

589 

1.5 

7 

3.0 

— 

- 

15 

1.4 

567 

1.5 

Clothing 

530 

1.4 

- 

— 

— 

_ 

7 

.7 

523 

1.4 

Agriculture 

431 

1.1 

4 

1.7 

1 

8.3 

5 

.5 

421 

1.1 

Metals      .... 

405 

1.0 

5 

2.1 

- 

— 

19 

1.8 

.381 

1.0 

Chemicals 

375 

1.0 

- 

- 

— 

~ 

10 

1.0 

365 

1.0 

Liquors    .... 

271 

.7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

.2 

269 

.7 

Water  transportation 

266 

.7 

3 

1.3 

— 

— 

3 

.3 

260 

.7 

Clay,  glass,  stone 

261 

.7 

5 

2.1 

— 

— 

5 

.5 

251 

.7 

Others  in  transportation     . 

185 

.5 

_ 

- 

— 

— 

8 

.8 

177 

.5 

Telephone,  Telegraph 

143 

.4 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

143 

.4 

Minerals 

60 

.1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

3 

.3 

57 

.2 

Air  transportation 

4 

__i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

._i 

Totals 

38,460 

100.0 

232 

100.0 

12 

100.0 

1,047 

100.0 

37,169 

100.0 

'  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 

Deaths. — "Transportation,  road,  etc."  had  the  highest  number  of  deaths,  46,  or 
19.8  per  cent;  followed  in  order  by  "trade",  with  34,  or  14.7  per  cent;  "iron  and 
steel",  with  26,  or  11.2  per  cent;  and  "miscellaneous",  with  25,  or  10.8  percent; 
and  the  rest  as  shown. 

Permanent  Total  Disabilities. — There  were  12  permanent  total  disability  injuries 
this  year,  classified  as  follows:  "transportation,  road,  etc."  had  4;  "building  trades" 
and  "iron  and  steel"  each  had  2;  and  "agriculture",  "service",  "trade",  and  "mis- 
cellaneous industries"  each  had  1. 

The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  each  permanent  total  disability: 

Transportation,  Road,  Etc.: 

An  employee,  32  years  old,  sustained  an  injury  causing  the  detachment  of  the 
retina  in  both  eyes  with  resulting  loss  of  vision,  when  he  tripped  and  fell  striking 
his  head  against  a  tree  stump. 

An  employee,  41  years  old,  sustained  the  permanent  loss  of  use  of  both  legs 
from  injury  to  spine,  caused  when  he  was  knocked  off  a  sea-wall  and  pinned  under 
a  beam. 

An  employee,  46  years  old,  slipped  off  a  truck  injuring  his  knee,  and  also  his  hip 
which  had  been  fractured  several  years  ago.  He  is  suffering  from  progressive 
destructive  arthritis  in  his  knee. 

An  employee,  58  years  old,  fell  and  refractured  his  hip. 

Iron  and  Steel: 

An  employee,  53  years  old,  employed  as  a  moulder  in  a  foundry,  contracted 
pneumoconiosis  aggravating  a  latent  tuberculosis. 

An  employee,  73  years  old,  employed  as  a  moulder  in  a  foundry,  alleges  silicosis. 

Industrial  referees  report:    " it  is  our  unanimous  opinion  that  this 

employee  has  Arterial  Hypertension,  Arterio-sclerosis,  secondary  cardiac  changes, 
and  also  a  Silicosis  of  moderate  degree."    Claim  pending  and  not  yet  adjudicated. 

Building  Trades: 

An  employee,  63  years  old,  fell  from  a  roof  on  which  he  was  working  and  sustained 
a  fractured  spine. 
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An  employee,  46  years  old,  sustained  severe  electrical  burns  and  possible  perma- 
nent paralysis  of  both  arms  and  legs,  caused  by  coming  in  contact  with  a  high 
tension  transformer. 

Miscellaneous  Industries. — An  employee,  49  years  old,  contracted  asbestosis  as 
a  result  of  his  work  in  the  manufacturing  of  asbestos. 

Service. — An  employee,  24  years  old,  sustained  general  multiple  fractures,  when 
the  automobile  in  which  he  was  riding  turned  over. 

Number  of  Fatal  Injuries  by  Industries 
July  1,  1936— June  30,  1937 


18 

17 

16 

15 

14 

13 

12 

11 

10 

9 

8 

7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 


10 


1 

Transportation, road, etc. 

2 

Trade 

3 

Iron  and  steol 

4 

B\iilding  trades 

5 

Textiles 

5 

Paper 

7 

Express 

a 

Printing 

9 

Service 

10 

Leather 

11  Metals               1 

12 

Clay, glass, stone 

13 

Lumber 

14 

Agriculture 

15 

Food 

15 

Professional 

17 

Water  transportation 

13 

Miscellaneous 

20 


30 


40 


50 


Agriculture. — An  employee,  74  years  old,  sustained  a  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the 
humerus  when  thrown  by  a  horse. 

Trade. — An  employee,  29  years  old,  sustained  the  loss  of  use  of  both  legs,  when 
he  fell  from  a  roof  and  fractured  his  spine.  Insurer  contested  claim,  contending 
that  injured  was  employed  by  person  other  than  assured.  Claim  now  pending 
before  Superior  Court. 

Permanent  Partial  Disahilities. — "Iron  and  steel"  had  the  highest  frequency 
with  206  cases,  or  19.7  per  cent;  "miscellaneous",  136  or  13.0per  cent;  and  "textiles", 
135  or  12.9  per  cent. 

The  original  definition  of  this  type  of  case  included  all  injuries  less  than  perma- 
nent total  disability  which  resulted  in  the  loss  of  any  member  of  the  body,  or  part 
thereof,  or  in  the  permanent  impairment  of  any  function  of  the  body.    However, 
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in  a  great  many  cases  there  are  losses  coming  within  this  definition  which  were  so 
sUght  that  it  was  foimd  necessary  to  modify  the  application  of  the  definition. 
Therefore,  due  consideration  has  been  given  to  the  nature  of  the  case  in  determining 
whether  or  not  there  should  be  a  modification  of  the  application  of  the  definition. 

Table  VIII  will  give  some  idea  of  the  manner  in  which  the  severity  is  measured. 
The  difference  in  the  total  number  of  permanent  partial  disabilities  and  the  total 
mmiber  of  specific  injuries  (Tables  XIV  and  XV)  is  due  to  the  modification  of  the 
definition  as  given  above. 

Temporary  Total  DisabilUies. — The  frequency  order  of  this  group  of  injuries  oc- 
curred as  printed  with  the  exception  of  "miscellaneous"  and  "service"  which  are 
reversed. 


Table  IV,  Sevekity  of  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Extent  of  Disability 

This  table  aims  to  give  a  measure  of  the  severity  of  injuries  according  to  the 
actual  and  weighted  time  loss,  the  unit  of  time  loss  being  the  unit  least  given  to 
fluctuating. 

The  weighting  of  the  temporary  total  and  permanent  partial  disabilities  is  most 
easily  determined  by  using  as  the  basis  of  measurement  the  actual  number  of  days 
lost  as  a  result  of  injuries.  In  preAdous  years  the  permanent  partial  disabilities 
were  weighted  by  using  for  each  case  an  aliquot  part  of  six  thousand  days  propor- 
tionate to  the  degree  of  disability  resulting  from  the  particular  bodily  impairment. 

Under  the  plan  for  the  weighting  of  the  other  types  of  injuries,  the  following 
principles  were  used: 

For  each  death  and  permanent  total  disability,  a  weight  of  six  thousand  days 
was  employed  as  representing  the  average  working  life  expectancy.  This  was 
determined  on  the  accident  experience  in  several  states  and  some  practical  modifi- 
cations based  on  committee  judgment." 

Severity  of  Total  Tabtdatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Extent  of  Disability. 


Per- 

Per- 

Tem- 

manent 

manent 

porary 

Industries                              Totals 

Deaths 

Total 

Partial 

Total 

Pisabil- 

Disabil- 

Disabil- 

ities 

ities 

ities 

Transportation,  road,  etc.     .          .          .            492,390 

2/6,000 

24,000 

57,476 

134,914 

Trade 

478,298 

204,000 

6,000 

71,742 

196,556 

Miscellaneous 

359,718 

150,000 

6,000 

125,388 

78,330 

Building  trades  . 

347,906 

138,000 

12,000 

60,295 

137,611 

Iron  and  steel 

343,114 

156,000 

12,000 

62,303 

112,811 

Textiles 

288,032 

102,000 

- 

64,106 

121,926 

Service 

156,274 

30,000 

6,000 

35,882 

84,392 

Leather 

124,936 

30,000 

— 

23,494 

71,442 

Food 

104,027 

18,000 

— 

30,034 

55,993 

Express  and  trucking  . 

103,431 

48,000 

— 

19,481 

35,950 

Paper 

100,060 

54,000 

— 

12,009 

34,051 

Lumber 

67,966 

24,000 

- 

15,557 

28,409 

Printing  and  bookbinding 

63,742 

42,000 

- 

3,459 

18,283 

Professional  service 

61,469 

18,000 

- 

19,291 

24,178 

Agriculture 

49,594 

24,000 

6,000 

5,288 

14,306 

Metals 

45,498 

30,000 

— 

4,533 

10,965 

Clay,  glass,  and  stone 

43,174 

30,000 

— 

5,031 

8,143 

Water  transportation 

29,801 

18,000 

— 

303 

11,498 

Chemicals 

23,323 

— 

— 

12,422 

10,901 

Others  in  transportation 

20,234 

— 

— 

11,741 

8,493 

Clothing     . 

16,221 

— 

— 

2,490 

13,731 

Liquors 

11,651 

— 

— 

3,875 

7,776 

Minerals     . 

6,069 

— 

— 

3,088 

2,981 

Telephone  and  telegraph 

3,603 

— 

— 

— 

3,603 

Air  transportation 

33 

- 

- 

- 

33 

Totals 

3,340,564 

1,392,000 

72,000 

649,288 

1,227,276 

The  following  table  indicates  that  under  the  weighted  system  used,  deaths  cover 
41.7  per  cent  of  the  total  time  loss,  although  only  232  out  of  a  total  of  38,460  cases 
were  fatal: 

Distributed  Severity  of  Injuries. 

Extent  op  Disability 
Deaths     .......... 

Permanent  total  disabilities    ,     . 

Permanent  partial  disabilities      ...... 

Temporary  total  disabilities         ...... 

Totals        ......... 


Days  Lost 

Per  Cent 

1,392,000 

41.7 

72,000 

2.2 

649,288 

19.4 

1,227,276 

36.7 

3,340,564 

100.0 
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The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  distribution  of  days  lost  and  the 
average  days  lost  per  case  by  industries: 

Percentage  Distribution  of  Lost  Days  and  Average  Days  per  Case,  by  Industries 

Industries 
Transportation,  road,  etc. 
Trade 

Miscellaneous  . 
Building  trades 
Iron  and  steel  . 
Textiles    . 
Service     . 
Leather    . 
Food 

Express  and  trucking 
Paper 
Lumber    . 

Printing  and  bookbinding 
Professional  service   . 
Agriculture 
Metals     . 

Clay,  glass,  and  stone 
Water  transportation 
Chemicals 

Others  in  transportation 
Clothing 
Liquors    . 
Minerals 

Telephone  and  telegraph 
Air  transportation 


Per  Cent 

Average  Days 

of  Total 

per  Case 

14.7 

145 

14.3 

/3 

10.8 

-135 

10.4 

121 

10.3 

85 

8.6 

78 

4.7 

59 

3.7 

53 

3.1 

48 

3.1 

90 

3.0 

73 

2.0 

61 

1.9 

108 

1.8 

70 

1.5 

115 

1.4 

112 

1.3 

165 

.9 

112 

.7 

62 

.6 

109 

.5 

31 

.3 

43 

.2 

101 

.1 

25 

__  1 

8 

Totals 


87 


1  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 


A  study  of  the  above  table  indicates  that  the  industry  "clay,  glass  and  stone" 
contained  the  injuries  which  were  of  the  most  severe  character,  the  average  days 
lost  per  case  being  165.  Last  year  the  average  days  lost  per  case  for  this  industry 
was  124  days  per  case.  However,  it  must  be  noted  that  there  were  5  fatals  this 
year,  for  which  a  weighted  time  loss  of  30,000  days  is  given,  and  last  year  there 
were  only  2  fatals  in  this  group. 

This  year  the  industry  "minerals",  which  had  an  average  of  283  days  per  case 
in  1936,  had  an  average  of  101  days  per  case.  This  decrease  may  be  accounted  for 
by  the  fact  that  there  were  2  fatals  in  1936  and  none  this  year. 

The  general  decrease  in  the  average  days  lost  per  case  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
weighted  system  for  measuring  time  loss  was  not  used  this  year  for  permanent 
partial  disabilities,  the  actual  period  of  disability  being  tabulated  whenever  possible. 

Table  V,  Sex  and  Age  of  Injured  in  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries 

Sex  of  Injured. — The  following  table  indicates  that  from  a  total  of  38,460  cases, 
88.7  per  cent  occurred  among  males  and  4,353,  or  11.3  per  cent,  occurred  among 
females. 

The  experience  according  to  the  extent  of  disability  is  here  shown. 


Extent  of  Disability,  by  Sex 

Males 

Females 

Extent  of  Disability 

Number  of 
Cases 

Per  Cent 

Number  of 
Cases 

Per  Cent 

Deaths    ..... 
Permanent  total  disabilities 
Permanent  partial  disabilities     . 
Temporary  total  disabilities 

228 

12 

952 

32,915 

.6 

_  1 

2.'8 
96.5 

4 

95 
4,254 

.1 

2.2 

97.7 

Totals       .... 

34,107 

100.0 

4,353 

100.0 

1  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 
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An  analysis  of  the  above  table  shows  that  males  sustained  98.3  per  cent  of  the 
fatal  injuries,  and  that  .6  per  cent  of  the  total  injuries  to  them  were  fatal.  The 
fatal  injuries  to  women  were  .1  per  cent  of  the  total  injuries  sustained  by  them. 

The  twelve  permanent  totals  all  occurred  to  males. 

The  percentages  of  the  permanent  partial  and  temporary  total  disabilities  were 
of  almost  equal  proportion. 

Age. — The  age  experience  for  all  years  is  considered  by  compressing  the  number, 
by  year  intervals,  into  groups  sufficient  for  general  explanation. 

Distribution  of  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Age  Periods 


Age  Periods  (Years) 


and  under 


to  24,  inclusive 
to  29,  inclusive 
to  34,  inclusive 
to  39,  inclusive 
to  44,  inclusive 
to  49,  inclusive 
to  54,  inclusive 
to  59,  inclusive 
to  64,  inclusive 
and  over  . 


Number  of 

Cases 

Per  Cent 

19 

_  1 

37 

.1 

267 

.7 

461 

1.2 

941 

2.4 

1,211 

3.1 

6,710 

17.4 

5,329 

13.9 

4,642 

12.1 

4,262 

11.1 

4,076 

10:6 

3,605 

9.4 

2,810 

7.3 

1,818 

4.7 

1,226 

3.2 

1,046 

2.7 

Totals 


38,460 


100.0 


>  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 


Kg  comment  on  the  above  table  seems  necessary  except  to  state  that  the  ages 
from  14  to  20  are  given  for  the  benefit  of  those  interested  in  minors. 


Table  VI,  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Wage  Groups 

No  attempt  is  made  in  the  following  table  to  give  the  distribution  by  industries 
as  Table  VI  in  the  Appendix  contains  this  information. 

Distribution  of  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Wage  Groups 


Under 
$10.00 
$11.00 
$12.00 
$13.00 
$14.00 
$15.00 
$16.00 
$17.00 
$18.00 
$19.00 
S20.00 
$21.00 
$22.00 
«23.00 
$24.00 
S25.00 
S26.00 
$27.00 
$28.00 
$29.00 
$30.00 
$31.00 
$32.00 
$33.00 
$34.00 
S35.00 


Wage  GROtrps 
$10.00 

to  $10.99  . 

to  $11.99  . 

to  $12.99  . 

to  $13.99  . 

to  $14.99  . 

to  $15.99  . 

to  $16.99  . 

to  $17.99  . 

to  $18.99  . 

to  $19.99  . 

to  $20.99  . 

to  $21.99  . 

to  $22.99  . 

to  $23.99  . 

to  $24.99  . 

to  $25.99  . 

to  .$26.99  . 

to  $27.99  . 

to  $28.99  . 

to  $29.99  . 

to  $30.99  . 

to  $31.99  . 

to  $32.99  . 

to  $33.99  . 

to  $34.99  . 
and  over 


Number  of 

Per  Cent 

Cumulative 

Cases 

of  Total 

Per  Cent 

1,261 

3.3 

3.3 

708 

1.8 

5.1 

570 

1.5 

6.6 

1,229 

3.2 

9.8 

1,080 

2.8 

12.6 

1,448 

3.8 

16.4 

2,142 

5.6 

22.0 

1,897 

4.9 

26.9 

1,534 

4.0 

30.9 

2,323 

6.0 

36.9 

1,473 

3.8 

40.7 

2,436 

6.3 

47.0 

1,523 

4.0 

51.0 

1,657 

4.3 

55.3 

1,197 

3.1 

58.4 

1,998 

5.2 

63.6 

2,051 

5.3 

68.9 

1,053 

2.7 

71.6 

1,149 

3.0 

74.6 

1,109 

2.9 

77.5 

555 

1.5 

79.0 

1,855 

4.8 

83.8 

538 

1.4 

85.2 

642 

1.7 

86.9 

567 

1.5 

88.4 

449 

1.2 

89.6 

4,016 

10.4 

100.0 

Totals 


38,460 


This  year  as  well  as  last,  the  group  "$35.00  and  over"  is  the  largest  with  4,016 
cases,  or  10.4  per  cent  of  the  total.  Although  this  is  an  increase  of  1.3  per  cent 
over  1936,  it  is  12.7  per  cent  less  than  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1930. 
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There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  in  which  the  employees  were 
receiving  less  than  flO.OO  a  week,  from  3.1  per  cent  in  1936  to  3.3  per  cent  in  1937. 
During  the  year  ending  June  30,  1930,  this  group  was  only  1.4  per  cent  of  the 
total  tabulatable  injuries. 


NuMBEE  OF  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries  by  Wage  Group 

Comparison  of  year  ending 
June  30,  1936  with  year  ending  June  30,  1937 


5,000 


4,000 


3,000 


2,000 


1,000 


I    I    I    I    t    I    I 


There  was  a  slight  increase,  from  25.1  per  cent  in  1936  to  28.4  per  cent  in  1937, 
in  the  number  of  cases  in  which  the  employees  received  the  maximum  compensa- 
tion of  118  a  week.  However,  this  group  was  50.8  per  cent  of  the  total  cases 
occurring  in  the  year  ending  June  30,  1930. 
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Table  VII,  Location  of  Injury,  by  Nature  of  Injury 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  injuries  by  location  of  injury. 

Distribution  of  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Location  of  Injury 

Number  of 

Location  op  Injury  Cases  Per  Cent 

Upper  extremities            .........  15,792  41.1 

Lower  extremities            .........  10,058  26 . 1 

Trunk 8,275  21.5 

Head 2,215  5.8 

Face  and  neck 1,104  2.9 

Body 1,016  2.6 

Totals 38,460  100.0 

It  will  be  observed  that  of  a  total  of  38,460  injuries,  15,792,  or  41.1  per  cent 
affected  the  upper  extremities. 

From  the  medical  aspect  in  particular,  and  for  information  in  general,  the  follow- 
ing table,  which  shows  the  number  of  tabulatable  injuries,  by  location  and  nature 
of  injury,  will  prove  of  interest. 


Distribution  of  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Location  and  Nature  of  Injury 


Natithe  of  Injury 


Face  Upper        Lower 

Head  and  Trunk      Extrem-    Extrem- 

Neck  ities  ities 


Body        Total 


Cuts,  punctures,  lacerations 

Sprains  and  strains 

Abrasions,  bruises,  contusions 

All  other 

Fractures 

Burns  and  scalds    . 

Amputations,  loss  of  use 

Occupational  diseases 

Dislocations 

Concussions 

Electrical  shocks    . 

Totals    . 


545 

369 

77 

7,652 

1,643 

20 

10,306 

1 

53 

6,153 

1,330 

2,387 

43 

9,967 

246 

138 

815 

1,907 

2,776 

140 

6,022 

939 

100 

652 

1,348 

1,051 

433 

4,523 

105 

80 

505 

1,459 

1,786 

- 

3,935 

190 

259 

49 

760 

330 

78 

1,666 

47 

- 

- 

796 

28 

- 

871 

30 

105 

4 

408 

17 

286 

850 

_ 

- 

20 

132 

40 

_ 

192 

112 

- 

- 

— 

- 

_ 

112 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

16 

16 

2,215 

1,104 

8,275 

15,792 

10,058 

1,016 

38,460 

Table  VIII,  Location,  by  Nature  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability 

This  table  shows  the  tabulatable  injuries,  by  nature  of  injury  and  durations  of 
disability,  including  the  percentage  distribution.  The  location  of  injury  is  not 
given  in  this  analysis. 

Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Nature  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability,  Including 

Percentage  Distribution 


Per- 

Per- 

Tem- 

manent 

manent 

porary 

Per 

Total 

Partial 

Total 

Nature  of  Injury 

Totals 

Cent 

Deaths 

Disabili- 
ties 

Disabili- 
ties 

Disabili- 
ties 

Cuts,  punctures,  lacerations    . 

10,.306 

26.8 

13 

_ 

8 

10,285 

Sprains  and  strains 

9,967 

25.9 

11 

— 

28 

9,928 

Abrasions,  contusions,  bruises 

6,022 

15.7 

6 

— 

3 

6,013 

All  other       .... 

4,523 

11.8 

62 

2 

17 

4,442 

Fractures       .... 

3,935 

10.2 

92 

3 

72 

3,768 

Burns  and  scalds    . 

1,666 

4.3 

18 

— 

3 

1,645 

Amputations,  loss  of  use 
Occupational  diseases 

871 
850 

2.2 
2.2 

3 
20 

3 
3 

865 
48 

779 

Dislocations 

192 

.5 

— 

— 

— 

192 

Concussions 

112 

.3 

1 

- 

3 

.    108 

Electrical  shocks    . 

16 

6 

1 

- 

9 

Totals    .... 

38,460 

100.0 

232 

12 

1,047 

37,169 

1  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 


Table  IX,  Infection,  by  Nature  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability 

A  comparison  of  the  statistics  of  infections  shows  that  there  were  663  cases  more 
than  in  1936.     Experience  of  the  Board  shows  that  one  out  of  every  ten  cases 
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resulted  in  an  infection  as  compared  with  one  out  of  every  eleven  last  year.  The 
reason  for  this  rather  strange  ratio  can  be  more  or  less  charged  to  the  individual. 
Investigation  made  by  the  Department  of  Labor  and  Industries  has  indicated 
that  in  the  greater  majority  of  cases  facilities  for  first  aid  treatment  were  available, 
but  that  the  employees  neglected  to  make  use  of  them. 


Infection,  by  Nature  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability 


Nature  of  Injury 

Totals 

Deaths 

Permanent 

Partial 
Disabilities 

Temporary 

Total 
Disabilities 

Cuts,  punctures,  lacerations     . 
Abrasions,  bruises,  contusions 
All  other        .... 
Burns  and  scalds    . 
Amputations,  loss  of  use 
Fractures       .... 
Sprains  and  strains 

2,465 

545 

525 

122 

93 

18 

13 

10 
5 
5 

2 

1 

3 
1 
2 

93 
3 
2 

2,452 
539 
518 
122 

13 
10 

Totals    .... 

3,781 

23 

104 

.     3,654 

According  to  the  above  table,  3,781  cases  of  infection  ensued  from  injuries. 
This  is  9.8  per  cent  of  the  total  tabulatable  injuries. 

Table  X,  Causes  of  Injueies,  by  Extent  op  Disability 

This  table  presents  the  accident  experience  with  such  detail  as  resources  permit, 
showing  by  detailed  causes  the  relative  extent  of  different  types  of  injuries  due  to 
assigned  causes.  The  table  also  shows  the  weighted  severity  of  injuries,  based  on 
time  loss. 

For  each  cause  enumerated,  the  following  information  is  given : 


Number  of  tabulatable  injuries: 
Total  cases 
Deaths 

Permanent  total  disabilities 
Permanent  partial  disabilities 
Temporary  total  disabilities 
7  days  and  under 

1  to  2  weeks 

2  to  3  weeks 
Over  3  weeks 


Days  lost  due  to : 
Total  cases 
Deaths 

Permanent  total  disabilities 
Permanent  partial  disabilities 
Temporary  total  disabilities 
7  days  and  under 

1  to  2  weeks 

2  to  3  weeks 
Over  3  weeks 


Condensed  information  of  the  detailed  table  follows : 

Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Cause  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability 


Permanent 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Cause  of  Injury 

Totals 

Deaths 

Total 

Partial 

Total 

Disabilities 

Disabilities 

Disabilities 

Handling  of  objects 

12,245 

26 

_ 

122 

12,097 

Falls  of  persons      .... 

6,681 

51 

4 

56 

6,570 

Machinery    ..... 

5,808 

32 

— 

666 

5,110 

Hand  tools    .          .     ,     . 

2,593 

2 

— 

49 

2,542 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against  object 

2,553 

5 

— 

14 

2,534 

Vehicles         ..... 

2,239 

53 

2 

34 

2,150 

Miscellaneous  causes 

1,390 

13 

- 

17 

1,860 

Explosions,  electricity,  etc. 

1,745 

18 

1 

17 

1,709 

Falling  objects,  not  being  handled  by 

employee  ..... 

1,684 

11 

1 

24 

1,648 

Occupational  diseases 

850 

20 

3 

48 

779 

Animals         . 

172 

1 

1 

- 

170 

Totals 

38,460 

232 

12 

1,047 

37,169 

The  above  table  in  condensed  form,  shows  for  each  printed  cause  group  the  total 
number  of  injuries  and  the  distribution  by  extent  of  the  resulting  disability. 
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The  following  table  shows  by  percentage  distribution  the  information  conveyed 
above,  and  may  be  better  used  for  purposes  of  comparison. 
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Distribution  of  Causes,  by  Per  Cents 


Permanent 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Cause  of  Injury 

Totals 

Deaths 

Total 

Partial 

Total 

Disabilities 

Disabilities 

Disabilities 

Handling  of  objects 

31.8 

11.2 

_ 

11.7 

32.5 

FaDs  of  persons      .... 

17.4 

22.0 

33.4 

5.4 

17.7 

Machinery     ..... 

15.1 

1.3.8 

- 

63.6 

13.8 

Hand  tools    ..... 

6.8 

.9 

- 

4.7 

6.8 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against  objects 

6.6 

2.2 

— 

1.3 

6.8 

Vehicles         ..... 

5.8 

22.8 

16.7 

3.2 

5.8 

Miscellaneous  causes 

4.9 

5.6 

- 

1.6 

5.0 

Explosions,  electricity,  etc. 

4.5 

7.8 

8.3 

1.6 

4.6 

Falling  objects,  not  being  handled  by 

employee  ..... 

4.4 

4.7 

8.3 

2.3 

4.4 

Occupational  diseases 

2.2 

8.6 

25.0 

4.6 

2.1 

Animals 

.5 

.4 

8.3 

- 

.5 

Totals 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

The  cause  group  in  which  the  highest  number  of  accidents  occurred  was  "handling 
of  objects",  with  31.8  per  cent,  followed  by  "falls  of  persons",  with  17.4  per  cent. 

Distribution  of  Causes,  by  Resultant  Days  Lost 


Per 

Permanent 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Cause  of  Injury 

Totals 

Cent 

Deaths 

Total 
Disabilities 

Partial 
Disabilities 

Total 
Disabilities 

Falls  of  persons 

735,481 

22.0 

306,000 

24,000 

104,302 

301,179 

Handlinc  of  objects 

581,743 

17.4 

156,000 

- 

53,130 

372,613 

Machinery 

563,570 

16.9 

192,000 

— 

209,072 

162,498 

Vehicles 

481,139 

14.4 

318,000 

12,000 

57,431 

93,708 

Occupational  diseases 

308,761 

9.2 

120,000 

18,000 

133,700 

37,061 

Explosions,  electricity,  etc. 

170,663 

5.1 

108,000 

6,000 

15,847 

40,816 

Falling  objects,  not  being 

handled  bv  employee    . 

165,2.30 

4.9 

66,000 

6,000 

32,767 

60,463 

Miscellaneous  causes    . 

134,406 

4.0 

78,000 

- 

16,985 

39,421 

Hand  tools 

93,0.34 

2.8 

12,000 

— 

21,121 

59,913 

Stepping    on    or    striking 

against  objects     . 

89,542 

2.7 

30,000 

— 

4,933 

54,609 

Animals 

16,995 

.6 

6,000 

6,000 

- 

4,995 

Totals      . 

3,340,564 

100.0 

1,392,000 

72,000 

649,288 

1,227,276 

As  indicated  above,  the  most  serious  cause  of  injury,  as  measured  in  terms  of 
time  loss,  is  "falls  of  persons",  with  22  per  cent  of  the  total.  The  estimated  time 
loss  on  this  account,  as  shown  by  the  above  table  is  735,481  days.  This  increase 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  there  were  299  more  cases  this  year  under  this  classification, 
4  of  them  being  permanent  total  disabilities  for  which  a  weighted  time  loss  of  24,000 
days  was  given. 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  days  lost  under  "machinery"  is  accounted  for 
by  the  fact  that  the  system  for  weighting  time  loss  due  to  injuries  was  not  used 
this  year  for  permanent  partial  disabilities,  the  actual  time  lost  being  tabulated 
M^henever  possible. 


Average  Time  Loss  per  Case,  by  Principal  Causes 


Average  Days 

per  Case 

363 

215 

110 

99 


Cause  of  injury 
Occupational  diseases 
Vehioles  .... 

Falls  of  persons 

Animals  .... 

Explosions,  electricity,  etc. 

Falling  objects,  not  being  handled  by  .     ^    _^  __ 

Machinery       ..............  97 

Miscellaneous  causes         ..............  71 

Handling  of  objects  ............  48 

Hand  tools      ..............  36 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against  objects        .........  35 

In  considering  these  figures  the  fact  should  be  remembered  that  the  units  cover 
all  cases,  including  deaths,  permanent  total,  permanent  partial  and  temporary 
total  disabilities.  If  more  detailed  analysis  is  desired  to  meet  particular  questions, 
reference  should  be  made  to  the  Appendix  under  this  table  heading. 
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Table  XI,  Machinery — Frequency  op  Injuries,  by  Manner  of  Occurrence 
AND  BY  Part  of  Machine 

The  number  of  machine  accidents,  according  to  the  cause  and  the  percentage  of 
the  total,  is  given  in  the  following  table: 

Machine  Accidents,  by  Manner  of  Occurrence 

Number  of  Per  Cent 

Manner  of  Occurrence  Cases  of  Total 

Starting,  stopping  or  operating  machine            ......  2,466  42 . 5 

All  other 1,413  24.3 

Adjusting  machine,  tool,  or  work  ........  676  11.6 

Cleaning  or  oiling  machine    .........  491  8.5 

Flying  objects       ...........'  433  7 . 5 

Breaking  of  machine,  tool,  or  work          .          .          .          .          .          .          .  210  3.6 

Repairing  machine         ..........  119  2.0 

Totals 5,808  100.0 

Of  the  5,808  machine  accidents,  2,466  or  42.5  per  cent  occurred  while  "starting, 
stopping,  or  operating  machine".  There  were  2,076  of  these  cases  which  occurred 
at  the  "point  of  operation". 

Further  analysis  of  the  table  is  given  in  the  following  summary,  showing  the  part 
of  the  machine  on  which  the  injury  occurred. 

Machine  Accidents,  by  Part  of  Machine 

Part  of  Machine 
Point  of  operation 
All  other 
Belts  .... 

Gears 

Cranks  and  eccentrics  . 
Setscrews,  keys,  and  bolts 
Flywheels    . 
Counterweights    . 

Totals 5,808  100.0 

Table  XII,  Condition  of  Dependents  in  Uninsured  Fatal  Cases 

This  table  shows  in  detail,  when  the  information  was  obtainable,  the  industry, 
occupation,  age,  wage,  amount  payable  under  the  Act  in  analogous  cases,  depend- 
ents, settlement,  and  financial  condition  of  the  family.  Analysis  of  the  facts  in 
the  table  is  not  made  here,  but  will  be  found  in  a  separate  chapter  devoted  to  the 
subject  under  this  heading. 

Table  XIII,  Conjugal  Condition  and  Dependency  in  Cases  of  Fatal  Injuries 

The  conjugal  condition  of  the  employees  fatally  injured,  the  extent  of  dependency 
according  to  the  number  of  persons  dependent,  are  considered  in  the  following 
paragraphs : 

Conjugal  Condition  in  Fatal  Cases 

Number  of  Per  Cent 

Condition                                                                                                        Cases  of  Total 

Single 47  20.3 

Married 158  68.1 

Widowed 23  9.9 

Divorced     ............                  4  1.7 


Number  of 

Per  Cent 

Cases 

of  Total 

3,465 

59.7 

1,815 

31.3 

221 

3.8 

193 

3.3 

82 

1.4 

14 

2 

11 

.2 

7 

.1 

Totals 232  100.0 

Total  dependency  only  was  involved  in  the  158  cases  in  which  the  employees 
were  married. 

There  were  47  cases  in  which  the  employees  were  single.  Total  dependency 
was  involved  in  14  cases,  partial  dependency  in  15  cases,  and  in  the  remaining 
18  cases  there  was  no  dependency. 

In  the  remaining  27  cases,  23  were  widowed  and  4  divorced. 
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Table  XIV,  Specific  Injury  Cases,  by  Age  of  Persons  Injured 

This  table  indicates  that  there  were  868  cases  of  specific  injuries.  In  96  cases, 
or  11.1  per  cent,  the  employees  were  more  than  55  years  of  age.  There  were  no 
specific  injuries  to  children  under  16  years  of  age. 

There  was  an  increase,  from  8  in  1936  to  21  in  1937,  in  the  number  of  injuries 
to  minors. 

Specific  Injuries 

Type  of  Injury 
One  or  more  fingers,  one  phalange 
Two  or  more  fingers,  two  or  more  phalanges    . 
Right  or  major  index  finger,  two  or  more  phalanges 
One  eye       ....... 

Right  or  major  thumb,  one  phalange 

Right  or  major  hand  or  arm 

Left  or  minor  hand  or  arm     .... 

One  toe        .  . 

Right  or  major  index  finger,  two  phalanges,  and  one  or  more  finger.s  on  the 

same  hand         ...... 

Right  or  major  thumb,  two  phalanges     . 
One  foot  or  leg     ...... 

Two  or  more  toes  ..... 

Right  or  major  thumb,  one  phalange,  and  one  or  more  fingers 
Right  or  major  thumb,  two  phalanges,  and  one  or  more  fingers 
Two  or  more  fingers  on  both  hands  .... 

One  finger  or  thumb  on  each  hand  .... 

Both  legs     ......... 

Both  eyes    ......... 

Right  or  major  thumb,  one  phalange,  and  right  or  major  index  finger,  two 

phalanges  ....... 

Right  or  major  thumb  and  index  finger,  two  phalanges 

Totals 


Number  of 

Cases 

Per  Cent 

586 

67.5 

58 

6.7 

46 

5.3 

46 

5.3 

30 

3.5 

22 

2.5 

15 

1.7 

14 

1.6 

14 

1.6 

9 

1.0 

7 

.8 

5 

.6 

3 

.4 

3 

.4 

3 

.4 

2 

.2 

2 

.2 

1 

.1 

1 

.1 

1 

.1 

868 


100.0 


The  group  "one  or  more  fingers,  one  phalange",  continues  to  be  the  largest 
numerically  of  all  groups  classified  within  this  table.  Included  within  this  classifi- 
cation are  all  finger  injuries,  except  those  occurring  to  the  right  or  major  thumb 
and  index  finger,  in  which  there  is  a  loss,  either  by  amputation  or  the  equivalent 
loss  of  use,  of  less  than  two  phalanges  of  one  or  more  fingers.  In  other  words,  this 
group  includes  specified  injuries  to  both  one  finger  and  left  or  minor  thumb,  and 
other  such  injuries  which  do  not  come  within  the  higher  classification,  "two  or  more 
fingers,  two  or  more  phalanges". 

Table  XV,  Specific  Injury  Cases,  by  Causes 

There  were  641,  or  73.8  per  cent  of  the  specific  injuries  which  occurred  on  ma- 
chinery.   This  is  an  increase  of  6.1  per  cent  as  compared  with  1936. 

In  the  group  "one  or  more  fingers,  one  phalange",  there  were  586  cases.  There 
were  438  of  these  cases  which  were  due  to  machinery,  and  343,  or  78.3  per  cent, 
occurred  at  the  "point  of  operation". 

Percentage  Distribution  of  Specific  Injury  Cases,  by  Causes 

Cause  of  Injury 
Machinery  ........... 

Handling  of  objects       ......... 

Hand  tools  .......... 

Vehicles       ........... 

Fires,  explosions,  electricity,  etc.    .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against  objects   .  .  . 

Falls  of  persons    .......... 

Miscellaneous  causes     ......... 

Falling  objects,  not  being  handled  by  employee        .... 

Totals 868  100.0 


Number  of 

Per  Cent 

Cases 

of  Total 

641 

73.8 

104 

12.0 

46 

5.3 

15 

1.7 

14 

1.6 

14 

1.6 

12 

1.4 

11 

1.3 

11 

1.3 

22 

The  following  table  shows  the  cause  of  injury  in  specific  eye  cases. 
Distribution  of  Specific  Injuries  to  Eye,  by  Causes 

Catjse  of  Injubt 
Hand  tools 

Fires,  explosions,  electricity,  etc. 
Machinery  .... 
Handling  of  objects 
Miscellaneous  causes     . 
Stepping  on  or  striking  against  objects 

Total 
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46 


There  also  was  one  case  in  which  the  employee  fell  and  sustained  an  injury  to 
his  head,  which  resulted  in  the  permanent  loss  of  vision  in  both  eyes. 

MAXIMUM  PAYMENT  CASES 

The  following  table  shows,  for  the  years  ending  June  30,  1934,  1935,  1936,  and 
1937,  the  number  of  non-fatal  cases  closed  by  the  payment  of  the  maximum  amount 
payable  under  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act.  The  year  in  which  the  accident 
occurred  and  the  type  of  compensation  paid  is  also  given. 


Year  Compensation 

Years  Ending  June  30,  in  Which  Accident  Occurred 

ENDED,  AND  TtPE 

OF  Compensation 

Paid 

1918 
to 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

Totals 

1934 

Total    . 

- 

- 

1 

1 

.5 

4 

25 

6 

_ 

_ 

_ 

42 

Total  and  Partial    . 

1 

_ 

2 

4 

4 

7 

4 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

22 

Total  and  Specific  . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

3 

10 

3 

- 

- 

— 

19 

Total,  Partial  and 

Specific 

3 
4 

_ 

1 
4 

3 
10 

1 
11 

1 
15 

2 
41 

9 

_ 

_ 

_ 

11 

Totals    . 

94 

1935 

Total    . 

- 

- 

- 

3 

4 

4 

8 

43 

9 

_ 

_ 

71 

Total  and  Partial    . 

2 

1 

- 

3 

1 

1 

5 

5 

- 

— 

— 

18 

Total  and  Specific  . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

3 

11 

2 

- 

- 

18 

Total,  Partial  and 

Specific 

2 

1 

1 
1 

1 
9 

2 

7 

3 

8 

17 

1 
60 

1 
12 

_ 

_ 

10 

Totals    . 

117 

1936 

Total    . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

1 

2 

4 

8 

45 

3 

_ 

65 

Total  and  Partial    . 

- 

1 

1 

— 

2 

3 

5 

3 

8 

_ 

23 

Total  and  Specific  . 

1 

- 

- 

1 

4 

— 

4 

3 

14 

5 

_ 

32 

Total,  Partial  and 

Specific 

3 
4 

1 

1 

2 

1 
4 

7 

1 
6 

3 
16 

5 
19 

67 

8 

14 

Totals    . 

134 

1937 

Total    . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

2 

7 

11 

30 

5 

56 

Total  and  Partial  . 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

2 

4 

4 

4 

11 

25 

Total  and  Specific  . 

— 

— 

- 

— 

2 

2 

— 

3 

1 

12 

1 

21 

Total,  Partial  and 

Specific 

3 

- 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

3 

4 

2 

_ 

17 

Partial  only  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Totals 

3 

- 

2 

- 

4 

6 

6 

17 

20 

56 

6 

120 

Grand  Total 

13 

2 

9 

23 

29 

35 

80 

105 

99 

64 

6 

465 

■  During  the  four  year  period  covered  by  the  above  table,  there  were  465  non- 
fatal cases  in  which  the  maximum  compensation  payable  under  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act  was  paid.  In  325  of  these  cases,  the  employees  were  receiving 
total  disability  compensation  when  the  total  amount  due  had  been  paid. 

The  following  table  shows  by  location  and  nature  of  injury  and  by  type  of 
disability  the  distribution  of  maximum  payment  cases  closed  during  the  year 
July  1,  1936  to  June  30,  1937. 

"Fractures"  contained  the  largest  number  of  injuries,  40,  followed  by  "amputa- 
tions, or  loss  of  use",  with  38.  "Fractures"  also  caused  the  most  severe  disability, 
29  involving  total  disability  and  11  partial  disability. 
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Maximum  Payment  Cases  in  Which  the  Last  Payment  was  Made  During  the 

Year  July  1,  1936  to  June  30,  1937,  by  Location  and  Nature  of 

Injury  and  by  Type  of  Disability. 


Type  of  Disability 


Location  and  Natuke  op  Injuby 


Total, 

Total 

Total 

Partial, 

Total 

Partial 

and 

and 

and 

Total 

Only 

Only 

Partial 

Specific 

Specific 

Cases 

Bruises,  Contusions,  Abrasions 
Trunk    . 

Upper  extremities 
Lower  extremities 

Burns  and  Scalds 
Upper  extremities 

Concussions 

Head      ... 

Cuts,  Punctures,  Lacerations 
Head      . 

Upper  extremities 
Lower  extremities 

Dislocations 
Trunk    . 

Fractures   . 
Head 
Trunk    . 

Upper  extremities 
Lower  extremities 

Sprains  and  Strains 
Trunk    . 

Upper  extremities 
Lower  extremities 

All  other     . 
Head 
Trunk    . 

Occupational  Diseases 
Asbestosis 
Pneumoconiosis 

Electric  Shocks    . 
Body,  general 

Amputations,  Loss  of  Use 
Both  eyes 
One  eye 

Right  hand  or  arm 
Left  or  minor  hand  or 
Right  hand  and  left  index  finger 
Two  or  more  fingers 
One  finger  or  thumb 
Both  legs 
One  leg 
Big  toe  . 

Totals 


1 
1 

29 
4 
7 
4 

14 

9 
7 
2 


11 

2 
4 
5 

9 
6 

3 

1 

1 


17 
1* 
1 
2 
1 

5 
6 


4 
1 
1 
2 

1 
1 

2 
2 

5 
2 
2 
1 

1 
1 

40 
4 


19 


1 

7 

1 
1 

38 
1 
4 
7 
3 
1 


*This  employee  liad  receivea  specific  compensation  for  the  loss  of  sight  in  one  eye  and  was  receiving 
partial  disability  compensation  when  his  other  eye  became  affected.  He  was  awarded  specific  compensa- 
tion for  the  loss  of  vision  in  the  second  eye  and  total  disability  compensation  was  resumed. 

DEPENDENCY  IN  FATAL  CASES  NOT  INSURED  UNDER  THE  ACT 

From  July  1,  1936  to  June  30,  1937,  there  were  30  non-insured  fatal  cases.  The 
dependents  in  these  cases  obtained  their  relief  by  settlement,  voluntary  agreement, 
or  through  legal  procedure. 

The  information  contained  below  was  obtained  by  questionnaires  sent  to  the 
dependents  or  by  personal  interview. 


Industry 

Steam  railroads 

Wholesale,  retail  trade 

Express,  trucking     . 

Textiles 

Leather  manufacture 

Building  trades 


Not  Insured  Fatal  Injuries,  by  Industries 

Number  of 

Cases  Industry 

10  Rubber  Manufacture 

4  Street  railway 

3  Water  transportation 

2  Iron  and  steel 

2  Garage 

2  Domestic  service    . 

Total      . 


Number  of 

Cases 

2 


30 


24 
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The  average  age  of  the  employees  at  the  time  of  death  was  53  years,  and  the 
average  weekly  wages  were  S24.85. 

Subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  the  total  amount  that  would  have  been 
due  the  dependents  in  these  cases  is  $105,300.  There  were  23  cases  in  which 
dependency  was  total,  and  the  maximum  payment  possible  in  each  case,  excepting 
two,  would  have  been  between  $4,000  and  $6,400,  according  to  the  number  of 
dependents.  In  the  two  cases  in  which  less  than  the  maximum  amount  payable 
under  the  Act  would  have  been  paid,  there  was  a  totally  dependent  mother  who 
was  over  80  years  old  in  one  case,  and  in  the  other  the  widow  died  shortly  after 
the  employee.  There  were  7  no  dependency  cases,  on  each  of  which  $150  would 
have  been  due  for  funeral  expenses  and  $500  to  the  Commonwealth  under  chapter 
152,  s.  65. 

In  only  10  of  these  cases  were  we  able  to  obtain  accurate  figures  as  to  the  actual 
amount  paid  by  non-insured  employers  to  the  dependents  of  their  fatally  injured 
employees.  The  amount  paid  was  $21,243,  or  an  average  of  $2,124  per  case. 
In  comparing  this  recovery  with  that  provided  by  the  Workmen's  Compensation 
Act,  the  cost  of  litigation,  together  with  medical  payments  for  last  illness,  should 
be  kept  in  mind.  In  the  other  cases,  figures  are  imavailable,  either  because  the 
claims  have  not  been  adjudicated  or  settled  or  because  of  the  reluctance  of  the 
parties  to  disclose  information. 

Last  year  the  total  amoimt  of  the  settlements  reported  in  5  cases  was  $28,600. 

A  statistical  tabulation  of  these  cases  follows: 


Industry  and  Occupation 


Age 


Wages 


Dependents  and  Amount 
Payable  in  Analagous 


Settlement 


Steam  railroad,  crossing  tender 
Steam  railroad,  brakeman 
Steam  railroad,  laborer 
Steam  railroad,  car  cleaner    . 
Wholesale,  retail  trade,  meat  cutter 
Wholesale,  retail  trade,  lumper 
Leather  manufacture,  hanger 
Iron  and  steel,  janitor  . 
Garage,  mechanic 
Rubber  manufacture,  steamfitter 

Totals 


66 

$17.22 

56 

$35.00 

41 

$16.00 

57 

$22.40 

r    57 

$19.00 

38 

$25.00 

45 

$18.00 

48 

$18.00 

36 

$24.00 

51 

$33.00 

None  ($650)            .          .          .  $308 

Mother  ($4,000)     .          .          .  $4,000 

None  ($650)            .          .          .  $1,000 

Widow  and  5  children  ($6,400)  $3,000 

Mother  ($2,750)     .          .          .  $2,600 

Widow  and  9  children  ($6,400)  $2,000 

Widow  ($4,000)      .          .          .  $1,950 

Widow  ($4,000)      .          .          .  $4,385 

None  ($650)            .          .          .  $500 

Widow  ($4,000)      .          .          .  $1,500 


$33,500 


$21,243 


There  is  one  case  growing  out  of  the  action  of  the  employer  in  purchasing  in- 
dividual policies,  not  regular  workmen's  compensation  policies,  for  his  employees 
covering  injuries  arising  out  of  and  in  the  course  of  employment,  which  policies 
were  caused  by  the  employer  to  be  assigned  by  the  employees  to  him,  the  employer 
paying  the  premiums.  Claim  in  this  case  was  filed  with  the  Board.  Board  took 
jurisdiction  and  made  an  award  to  the  claimant.  The  case  is  pending  before  the 
Supreme  Court. 

An  analysis  of  dependency  is  of  value  in  uninsured  cases  in  showing  upon  whom 
the  burden  fell. 


Dependency 
Widow  and  9  children 
Widow  and  6  children 
Widow  and  5  children 
Widow  and  3  children 
Widow  and  2  children 


Dependency  in  Uninsured  Fatal  Cases 


Number 
of  Cases 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 


Dependency 
Widow  and  1  child 
Widow  only  . 
Mother 
No  dependents 

Total     . 


Number 
of  Cases 

2 
12 

3 

7 

30 


THE  MEDICAL  DIVISION 

The  work  accomplished  by  the  Medical  Division  of  the  Board,  under  the  super- 
vision of  its  medical  adviser,^  is  briefly  presented  in  this  chapter.  A  more  detailed 
statement  of  the  work  and  functions  of  this  department  will  be  found  in  the  sixth 
annual  report. 
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Insurers  under  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act  paid  out  for  medical  and 
hospital  services  during  the  period  July  1,  1936,  to  June  30,  1937,  the  sum  of 
$2,638,339.09.  This  sum  represents  35.2  per  cent  of  the  total  payments  of  the  year. 
During  this  period,  122,882  injured  employees  were  furnished  either  medical  or 
hospital  treatment  at  the  expense  of  the  insurance  companies. 

Many  problems  have  grown  out  of  the  large  number  of  cases  which  have  required 
the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  Medical  Division,  including  advice  as  to  the  reason- 
ableness of  the  charges  of  physicians  and  hospitals  in  disputed  cases,  adequacy  of 
the  treatment  provided,  additional  treatment  beyond  the  first  two  weeks  after  the 
injury,  whether  the  employee's  incapacity  for  work  as  a  result  of  the  injury  had 
terminated  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  other  medical  questions. 

Impartial  physicians  are  appointed  by  the  Members  of  the  Board.  During  the 
year  covered  by  this  report,  2,.'  03  impartial  examinations  have  been  made  at  a 
total  cost  of  $17,197.81.  In  addition  to  this  sum,  $524.29  was  paid  out  on  account 
of  services  of  impartial  physicians  at  hearings  upon  disputed  cases,  and  for  hospital 
records  obtained  by  the  Board. 

The  Medical  work  of  the  Board  has  been  administered  from  the  viewpoint  that 
employees  are  entitled  to  adequate  medical  and  hospital  treatment,  but  that  the 
cost  of  such  treatment  should  be  reasonable. 

'Matthew  V.  Norton,  M.  D. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  GENERAL  LAWS,  CHAPTER  152 

The  following  amendments  were  enacted  during  the  1938  session: 

Chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  of  the  General  Laws  is  hereby  amended  by 
striking  out  section  nine  A,  as  appearing  in  the  Tercentenary  Edition,  and  inserting 
in  place  thereof  the  following: — Section  9 A.  Whenever  a  medical  question  is  in 
dispute  in  any  case,  and  an  impartial  physician  has  not,  prior  to  seven  days  before 
the  date  assigned  for  each  hearing  thereon,  been  appointed  by  the  department  or 
a  member  thereof,  the  employee  may  engage  his  own  physician,  and  one  additional 
physician  if  the  single  member  or  the  department  finds  that  justice  and  equity 
require  the  same,  to  appear  and  testify  in  his  behah,  and,  if  the  decision  of  the 
single  member  or  of  the  department  is  in  favor  of  the  employee,  a  reasonable  fee 
shall  be  allowed  by  the  member  or  by  the  department  for  the  services  of  each  such 
physician  and  shall  be  added  to  the  amount  awarded  to  the  employee  and  be  paid 
by  the  insurer  under  the  provisions  of  this  chapter;  provided,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  foregoing,  in  every  case  wherein  the  decision  of  the  single  member  or  of  the 
department  is  in  favor  of  the  employee,  if  more  than  one  physician  appeared  and 
testified  in  behalf  of  the  insurer  a  reasonable  fee  shall  be  allowed  for  the  services  of 
each  of  the  physicians,  up  to  a  like  number,  who  appeared  and  testified  in  behalf 
of  the  employee,  which  fees  shall  be  added  to  the  amount  so  awarded  and  be  paid 
by  the  insurer  under  the  provisions  of  this  chapter.  {Approved  June  1,  1938. — In 
effect  August  30,  1938.) 

Whereas,  The  deferred  operation  of  this  act  would  tend  to  defeat  its  purpose, 
therefore  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  an  emergency  law,  necessary  for  the  immediate 
preservation  of  the  public  convenience. 

Chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  of  the  General  Laws  is  hereby  amended  by 
striking  out  section  nine  B,  inserted  by  chapter  four  hundred  and  twenty-four  of 
the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-five,  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the 
following: — Section  9B.  In  any  case  where,  at  the  time  of  fihng  a  claim  for  com- 
pensation, an  employee  is  claiming  to  be  disabled  as  a  result  of  an  injury  by  indus- 
trial disease,  or  where  there  is  a  claim  that  death  resulted  from  an  injury  by  in- 
dustrial disease,  one  or  more  members  of  the  industrial  accident  board  may  appoint 
three  impartial  physicians  who  shall  be  known  as  industrial  disease  referees.  The 
insurer  shall  reimburse  the  department  for  the  fees  and  other  expenses  of  such 
referees,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  department  as  to  amounts.  Said  referees 
shall  examine  the  employee  if  living,  and  may  examine  the  body  of  the  employee, 
if  deceased;  may  consider  and  study  aU  pertinent  medical  and  hospital  records  and 
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other  information  relative  to  the  claim  in  question  submitted  to  them  by  said 
member  or  members;  may  inspect  the  place  or  places  of  the  employment  in  question 
and  make  such  further  investigation  as  they  deem  necessary;  and  shall  make  to 
the  department  a  complete  report,  which  shall  include  the  results  of  their  study, 
together  with  their  diagnosis  and  their  opinion  as  to  the  extent  and  cause  of  disa- 
bility, if  any.  A  majority  vote  of  the  referees  shall  determine  the  form  and  substance 
of  the  report,  which  shall  be  binding  on  the  parties  and  be  included  in  the  decision 
of  the  single  member  and  of  the  reviewing  board;  provided,  that  the  single  member 
or  the  re\'iewing  board  may  refer  the  matter  back  to  said  referees  for  further 
investigation  and  report.     (Approved  June  28,  1938. — In  effect  June  28,  1938.) 

Section  eighteen  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  of  the  General  Laws,  as 
appearing  in  the  Tercentenary  Edition,  is  hereby  amended  by  adding  at  the  end 
the  following  new  sentence: — The  word  "premises",  as  used  in  this  section,  shall 
include  the  public  highways  if  the  contract  requires  or  necessitates  the  use  of  the 
public  highways.     {Approved  March  15,  1938. — In  effect  June  13,  1938.) 

The  following  statutes  relating  to  Workmen's  Compensation  were  also  enacted. 

Resolves — Chapter  62 
Resolved,  That  a  special  unpaid  coramission,  to  consist  of  two  members  of  the 
senate  to  be  designated  by  the  president  thereof,  five  members  of  the  house  of 
representatives  to  be  designated  by  the  speaker  thereof,  and  three  persons  to  be 
appointed  by  the  governor,  of  whom  one  shall  be  a  person  who,  on  account  of  his 
vocation,  employment,  occupation  or  affiliation  can  be  classed  as  an  employer  and 
one  shall  be  a  person  who  on  account  of  his  vocation,  emplojnment,  occupation  or 
affiliation  can  be  classed  as  an  employee,  is  hereby  established  for  the  purpose  of 
making  an  investigation  of  the  subject  matter  of  current  senate  documents  num- 
bered one  hundred  and  sixty-four,  providing  for  equitable  allocation  of  refused 
risks  for  workmen's  compensation  insurance,  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  making 
workmen's  compensation  insurance  compulsory  upon  employers,  one  hundred  and 
sixty-nine,  to  encourage  coverage  of  the  silicosis  risk,  by  reducing  the  maximum 
liability,  one  hundred  and  seventy,  to  enforce  compulsory  workmen's  compensation 
coverage  by  increasing  the  liability  in  case  of  non-compliance,  and  one  hundred 
and  seventy-one,  relative  to  liability  in  case  of  failure  to  secure  compulsory  work- 
men's compensation  coverage,  and  current  house  documents  numbered  six  hundred 
and  fifty,  regulating  the  operation  of  certain  dangerous  machines  and  other  appa- 
ratus, thirteen  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  requiring  compensation  for  workmen  injured 
in  certain  hazardous  employments,  thirteen  hundred  and  sixty,  relative  to  equitable 
apportionment  of  risks  in  connection  with  compensating  employees  injured  in 
industrial  accidents,  and  fourteen  hundred  and  ninety-four,  permitting  employers 
in  the  foundry  business  to  obtain  workmen's  compensation  insurance,  and  further- 
more for  the  purpose  of  making  an  investigation  of  the  subject  of  self -insurance 
by  employers  and  the  question  of  allowing  employers  to  take  out  other  insurance 
than  workmen's  compensation  insurance  to  cover  injuries  to  employees.  Said 
commission  may  expend  for  clerical  and  other  services  and  expenses  such  sums, 
not  exceeding,  in  the  aggregate,  two  thousand  dollars,  as  may  hereafter  be  appro- 
priated therefor.  Said  commission  shall  report  to  the  general  court  the  results  of 
its  investigations  hereunder,  and  its  recommendations,  if  any,  together  with  drafts 
of  legislation  necessary  to  carry  said  recommendations  into  effect,  by  fUing  the 
same  with  the  clerk  of  the  senate  not  later  than  the  first  Wednesday  of  December 
in  the  current  year.    (Approved  June  22,  1938.) 

Chapter  438,  Acts  of  1938 

Whereas,  The  deferred  operation  of  this  act  would  tend  to  defeat  its  purpose, 
therefore  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  an  emergency  law,  necessary  for  the  immediate 
preservation  of  the  public  health,  safety  and  convenience. 

Chapter  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  of  the  General  Laws  is  hereby  amended  by 
inserting  after  section  thirty-four,  as  amended,  the  following  new  section : — Section 
34A.  Every  contract  for  the  construction,  alteration,  maintenance,  repair  or 
demolition  of,  or  addition  to,  any  public  building  or  other  public  works  for  the 
commonwealth  or  any  political  subdivision  thereof  shall  contain  stipulations  re- 
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quiring  that  the  contractor  shall,  before  commencing  performance  of  such  contract, 
provide  by  insurance  for  the  payment  of  compensation  and  the  furnishing  of  other 
benefits  under  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  to  all  persons  to  be  employed 
under  the  contract,  and  that  the  contractor  shall  continue  such  insurance  in  full 
force  and  effect  during  the  term  of  the  contract.  No  officer  or  agent  contracting 
in  behalf  of  the  commonwealth  or  any  political  subdivision  thereof  shall  award 
such  a  contract  until  he  has  been  furnished  with  sufficient  proof  of  compliance  with 
the  aforesaid  stipulations.  Failure  to  provide  and  continue  in  force  such  inpurance 
as  aforesaid  shall  be  deemed  a  material  breach  of  the  contract  and  shaU  operate 
as  an  immediate  termination  thereof.  No  cancellation  of  such  insurance,  whether 
by  the  insurer  or  by  the  insured,  shall  be  valid  unless  written  notice  thereof  is 
given  by  the  party  proposing  cancellation  to  the  other  party  and  to  the  officer  or 
agent  who  awarded  the  contract  at  least  fifteen  days  prior  to  the  intended  effective 
date  thereof,  which  date  shall  be  expressed  in  said  notice.  Notice  of  cancellation 
sent  by  the  party  proposing  cancellation  by  registered  mail,  postage  prepaid,  with 
a  return  receipt  of  the  addressee  requested,  shall  be  a  sufficient  notice.  An  affidavit 
of  any  officer,  agent  or  employee  of  the  insurer  or  of  the  insured,  as  the  case  may 
be,  duly  authorized  for  the  purpose,  that  he  has  so  sent  such  notice  addressed  as 
aforesaid  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  sending  thereof  as  aforesaid.  This 
section  shall  apply  to  the  legal  representative,  trustee  in  bankruptcy,  receiver, 
assignee,  trustee  and  the  successor  in  interest  of  any  such  contractor.  The  superior 
court  shall  have  jurisdiction  in  equity  to  enforce  this  section. 

Whoever  violates  any  provision  of  this  section  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of 
not  more  than  one  hundred  dollars  or  by  imprisonment  for  six  months,  or  both; 
and,  in  addition,  any  contractor  who  violates  any  provision  of  this  section  shall  be 
prohibited  from  contracting,  directly  or  indirectly,  with  the  commonwealth  or  any 
political  subdivision  thereof,  for  the  construction,  alteration,  demolition,  mainte- 
nance or  repair  of,  or  addition  to,  any  public  works  or  public  building  for  a  period 
of  two  years  from  the  date  of  conviction  of  said  violation.  {Approved  June  22, 
1938— In  effect  June  22,  1938.) 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES. 

Table  I. — Total  Tabulatahle  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Cases  Insured  and  not 
Insured,  July  1,  1936  to  June  30,  1937 


Industries 


Insured 


Not 
Insured 


Total 


Agriculture,  Forestry  and  Animal  Husbandry 

Agriculture  ....... 

Forestry      ........ 

Animal  husbandry         ...... 

Ice  harvesting      ....... 

Extraction  of  Minerals 
Quarrying    ........ 

Building  Trades 
Carpenters  ........ 

Electricians  ....... 

Masons        ........ 

Plumbers     ........ 

Painters       ........ 

Roofers        ........ 

Iron  workers  (in  building  trades  only)     . 

Hand  trades,  all  other  ...... 

Ctiemical  and  Allied  Products 
Fertilizers    ........ 

Paints,  varnish  and  japanning         .... 

Powder,  cartridges,  fireworks,  etc.,  makers 

Soap  makers 

Other  chemical  workers 

Clay,  Glass  and  Stone  Products 
Brickmakers 
Potteries 
Tile  makers 
Glass  makers,  workers  . 
Lime,  cement  and  gypsum 
Marble  and  stone  cutters 
Mica  and  isinglass 

Clothing 
Clothing  makers  . 
Corset  makers 
Hat  makers;  wool  and  felt 
Shirt,  collar  and  cuff  makers  .... 

Food  and  Kindred  Products 
Bakeries      ........ 

Butter  and  cheese  makers      ..... 

Candy  ........ 

Fish  curers  and  packers  ..... 

Flour  and  grain  mills    ...... 

Fruit  and  vegetable  canners  ..... 

Slaughtering  and  packing  houses    .... 

Sugar  makers  and  refiners      ..... 

Other  food  preparers     ...... 

Iron  and  Steel  and  Their  Products 
Agricultural  implements         ..... 

Automobile  factories     ...... 

Car  and  railroad  shops  ..... 

Foundries  and  metal  working,  tools 

Ship  and  boat  building  ..... 

Wagons  and  carriages   ...... 

Other  iron  and  steel  workers  .... 

Leather  and  its  Finished  Products 
Harness  and  saddle  makers  and  repairers 
Leather  belt,  leather  case,  pocket-book  makers 
Shoes  ........ 

Tanneries    ........ 

Trunk  makers      ....... 

Liquors  and  Beverages 
Breweries    ......!. 

Distilleries  ........ 

Other  liquor  and  beverage  workers 

Lumber  and  its  Re-manufacture 

Box  makers  (wood) 

Furniture    . 

Pianos  and  organs 

Saw  and  planing  mills  . 

Wood  heels 

Other  wood  workers 

Metals  and  Metal  Products  < 
Brass  mills  . 
Clock  factories 
Copper  factories  . 
Gold  and  silver  factories 
Jewelry  factories 
Lead  and  zinc  factories 
Tin  plate  factories 
Watch  factories    . 
Copper  and  brass  factories 
Other  metal  workers     . 


Other  than  Iron  and  Steel 


421 

10 

431 

303 

8 

311 

87 

2 

89 

24 

— 

24 

7 

- 

7 

38 

22 

60 

3S 

22 

60 

2,861 

17 

2,878 

310 

2 

312 

126 

- 

126 

195 

— 

195 

245 

- 

245 

151 

2 

153 

131 

1 

132 

133 

- 

133 

1,570 

12 

1,582 

365 

10 

375 

40 

_ 

40 

55 

— 

55 

3 

10 

13 

33 

— 

33 

234 

- 

234 

258 

3 

261 

55 

— 

55 

38 

— 

38 

6 

I    — 

6 

36 

_ 

36 

67 

— 

67 

43 

3 

46 

13 

- 

13 

518 

12 

5.30 

339 

11 

350 

5 

— 

5 

129 

— 

129 

45 

1 

46 

2,138 

23 

2,161 

448 

18 

466 

216 

1 

217 

225 

- 

225 

479 

_ 

479 

16 

— 

16 

18 

2 

20 

474 

2 

476 

49 

- 

49 

213 

- 

213 

3.667 

387 

4,054 

4 

— 

4 

228 

1 

229 

9 

6 

15 

1,526 

222 

1.748 

89 

96 

185 

6 

— 

6 

1,805 

62 

1,867 

2,256 

116 

2,372 

5 

1 

6 

72 

6 

78 

1,370 

17 

1,387 

790 

92 

882 

19 

- 

19 

271 

_ 

271 

123 

_ 

123 

45 

_ 

45 

103 

- 

103 

1,080 

26 

1,106 

131 

- 

131 

411 

6 

417 

19 

— 

19 

182 

4 

186 

66 

- 

66 

271 

16 

287 

405 

_ 

405 

32 

— 

32 

20 

— 

20 

42 

— 

42 

69 

_ 

69 

45 

— 

45 

48 

— 

48 

21 

_ 

21 

34 

— 

34 

15 

_ 

15 

79 

- 

79 
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Table  I. — Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Cases  Insured  and  not 
Insured,  July  1,  1936  to  June  30,  1937 — Continued 


Industries 


Insured 


Not 
Insured 


Total 


Papef 

Box  makers  ....... 

Makers  of  blank  books,  envelopes,  tags  and  labels,  bags 
Paper  and  pulp  mills     ...... 

Pulp  mills   ........ 

Other  paper  goods         ...... 

Printipg  and  Bookbinding 

Printing  and  publishing  establishments  . 

Textiles 

Carpet  mills  .... 

Cotton  mills  .... 

Dyeing  and  finishing  textiles 
Hemp  and  jute  mills     . 
Knitting  mills       .... 
Lace  and  embroidery  makers 
Linen  mills  .... 

Print  works  .... 

Rope  and  cordage  factories,  twine 
Sail,  awning  and  tent  makers 

Silk  mills 

Woolen  mills,  worsted  miys 
Not  specified  textile  workers 


Miscellaneous  Industries 

Broom  and  brush  makers       ..... 

Button  makers      ....... 

Cigars  and  tobacco        ...... 

Electric  light  and  power  companies 

Electrical  supplies         ...... 

Gas  works  ....... 

Water  power        ....... 

Oil  works     ........ 

Rubber  factories  ....... 

Straw  workers      ....... 

Gas  and  electric  companies    ..... 

Asbestos  .  .  .  .  .  . 

Other  miscellaneous  industries  and  occupations 

Water  Transportation 

Water  transportation    ...... 

Transportation,  Road,  etc.   . 

Construction  and  maintenance  of  roads,  streets,  etc. 
Livery  stables  and  garages     .  .  .  . 

Cab  and  taxi  companies,  buses,  not  street  railway  buses 
Street  railways     ....... 

Steam  railroads    ....... 


Express  Companies 


Express  companies 

Telephone  and  Telegraph 

Telephone  and  telegraph        .... 


Air  Transportation 


Air  transportation 

Other  Persons  in  Transportation 

Other  persons  in  transportation      .... 

Trade 

Banking  and  brokerage 

Insurance    ..... 

Real  Estate  .... 

Elevators     ..... 

Warehouses  and  cold  storage  plants 

Other  persons  in  trade 

Clerical  assistants  (industry,  business  or  profession  not  specified) 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Trade 
Automobiles 
Clothing 
Filling  stations 
Food  . 
Furniture     . 
All  other  wholesale  and  retail  trade 

Professional  Service 

Professional  service,  all  kinds  .... 

Domestic  and  Personal  Service 

Occupations  not  in  industries  .... 

Laundry  and  laundry  work   ..... 

Grand  Total 


1,325 

35 

1,360 

223 

9 

232 

114 

3 

117 

683 

19 

702 

3 

— 

3 

302 

4 

306 

581 

8 

589 

581 

8 

589 

3,524 

173 

3,697 

77 

— 

77 

1,219 

83 

1,302 

274 

3 

277 

15 

— 

15 

166 

12 

178 

4 

— 

4 

32 

1 

33 

105 

1 

106 

41 

— 

41 

S 

_ 

8 

184 

4 

188 

1,111 

46 

1,157 

288 

23 

311 

2,538 

130 

2,668 

25 

1 

26 

4 

— 

4 

7 

— 

7 

189 

1 

190 

483 

25 

508 

162 

_ 

162 

24 

— 

24 

179 

- 

179 

564 

-  64 

628 

12 

— 

12 

48 

2 

50 

51 

17 

68 

790 

20 

810 

217 

49 

266 

217 

49 

266 

3,013 

383 

3,396 

2,048 

6 

2,054 

658 

7 

665 

35 

7 

42 

272 

43 

315 

- 

320 

320 

888 

265 

1,153 

888 

265 

1,153 

1 

142 

143 

1 

142 

143 

3 

1 

4 

3 

1 

4 

185 

_ 

185 

185 

- 

185 

5,104 

469 

6,573 

123 

- 

123 

119 

9 

128 

364 

3 

367 

28 

— 

28 

169 

— 

169 

192 

3 

195 

6 

- 

6 

192 

1 

193 

266 

1 

267 

133 

- 

133 

1,969 

360 

2,329 

167 

- 

167 

2,376 

92 

2,468 

816 

56 

872 

816 

56 

872 

2,596 

54 

2,650 

2,234 

39 

2,273 

362 

15 

377 

36,069 


2,391  38,460 
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Table  II. — Insurance  Transactions  Under  the  Act,  filed  by  Insurarice  Companies 
on  Injuries  Reported  for  the  Year,  July  1,  1936  to  June  30,  1937 

Number  of  employees  who  lost  no  time  from  work,  but  required  medical  services        82,235 

Payments  made  ..........  $582,541  02 

Outstanding  payments  .........  45,202  20 

$627,743  22 
Number  of  employees  who  were  not  disabled  more  than  7  days,  but  required 

medical  services   ..........         16,307 

Payments  made  ..........  $212,411  14 

Outstanding  payments  .........  18,476  00 

$230,887  14 
Number  of  employees  receiving  compensation  only        .....  1,346 

Payments  made  ..........  $107,814  2o 

Outstanding  payments  .........  34,618  00 

$142,432  25 
Number  of  employees  receiving  both  medical  services  and  compensation  .        24,340 

Medical  payments  made       .........  $1,191,915  61 

Medical  payments  outstanding     ........  582,505  52 

$1,774,421  13 

Compensation  payments  made     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,140,402  76 

Compensation  payments  outstanding    .......  1,915,325  28 

$4,055,728  04 
Number  of  cases  requiring  neither  the  payment  of  compensation  nor  medical  .        22,572 

Total  dependency  fatals     ..........  148 

Compensation  payments  made      ........  $85,689  33 

Outstanding  compensation  payments     .......  525,130  64 

$610,819  97 
Partial  dependency  fatals  ..........  22 

Compensation  payments  made      ........  $16,810  44 

Outstanding  compensation  payments     .......  30,085  56 

$46,896  00 
No  dependency  fatals         ..........  13 

Payments  made  ..........  $2,556  00 

Payments  outstanding  .........  5,800  00 

$8,356  00 

Number  of  fatal  cases  reported  to  insurance  companies  ......  183 

Number  of  non-fatal  cases  reported  to  insurance  companies  ......  146,800 

Total  number  reported  to  insurance  companies    ........  146,983 

Total  medical  paid $1,990,221  37 

Total  medical  outstanding  ...........  648,117  72 

$2,638,339  09 

Total  fatal  compensation  paid    ...........        $105,055  77 

Total  fatal  compensation  outstanding  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  561,016  20 

$666,071  97 

Total  non-fatal  compensation  paid       .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     $2,248,217  01 

Total  non-fatal  compensation  outstanding    .........       1,949,943  28 

$4,198,160  29 

Total  payments  made $4,343,494  15 

Total  payments  outstanding       ...........       3,159,077  20 

$7,502,571  35 
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Agriculture,  Forestry  and  A 
Husbandry 

Agriculture       .... 
Forestry  ..... 
Animal  husbandry     . 
Ice  harvesting  .... 

•5  . 
2 

■s 

a  ■ 

o 
u 

1 

Building  Trades 

Carpenters        .... 
Electricians      .... 
Masons    ..... 
Plumbers           .... 
Painters  ..... 
Roofers    ..... 
Iron  workers  (in  building  trades  on 
Hand  trades,  all  other 

Chemical  and  Allied  Prod 

Fertilizers         .... 
Paints,  varnish  and  japanning    . 
Powder,  cartridges,  fireworks,  etc.. 
Soap  makers     .... 
Other  chemical  workers 

Clay,  Glass  and  Stone  Prod 

Brickmakers     .... 
Potteries           .... 
Tile  makers      .... 
Glass  makers,  workers 
Lime,  cement  and  gypsum 
Marble  and  stone  cutters  . 
Mica  and  isinglass     . 

Clothing 

Clothing  makers 

Corset  makers 

Hat  makers,  wool  and  felt 

Shirt,  collar  and  cuff  makers 
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Textiles 

Carpet  mills     . 

Cotton  mills     . 

Dyeing  and  finisiiing  textiles 

Hemp  and  jute  mills 

Knitting  mills  .          .          .     ' 

Lace  and  embroidery  makers 

Linen  mills 

Print  works       .          .          . 

Rope  and  cordage  factories,  tw 

Sail,  awning  and  tent  makers 

Silk  mills 

Woolen  mills,  worsted  mills 

Not  specified  textile  workers 

us  Indui 

;ers  . 
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anies 
iustriesa 
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Boxmakers 

Makers  of  blank  book 

labels,  bags  . 
Paper  and  pulp  mills 
Pulpmills 
Other  paper  goods     . 

a. a 

•011:3 

£1 

•1 
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Mlscellaneo 

Broom  and  brush  mak 

Button  makers 

Cigars  and  tobacco    . 

Electric  light  and  pow 

Electrical  supplies     . 

Gas  Works 

Water  Power    . 

Oil  works 

Rubber  factories 

Straw  workers 

Gas  and  electric  comp 

Asbestos 

Other  miscellaneousini 
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Textiles 

Carpet  mills    .          .          .          .          . 
Cotton  mills   .          .          .          .          . 
Dyeing  and  finishing  textiles     . 
Hemp  and  jute  mills 
Knitting  mills           .          .          .          . 
Lace  and  embroidery  makers     . 
Linen  mills      .          .          .          .          . 
Print  works     .          .          .          .          . 
Rope  and  cordage  factories,  twine 
Sail,  awning  and  tent  makers    . 

Silk  mills 

Woolen  mills,  worsted  mills 
Not  specified  textile  workers     . 

Industries 

;ers 

er  companies   , 
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_.-«         fe                       a 

a 

o.  ° 

2 

03 

s 

o 

« 

Makers  of  blank  book 
and  labels,  bags   . 
Paper  and  pulp  mills 
Pulp  mills 
Other  paper  goods   . 

M2 
■o.s 
S3 
OS's 

S  bo 
CI 

Miscellaneous 

Broom  and  brush  ma 
Button  makers 
Cigars  and  tobacco 
Electric  light  and  po' 
Electrical  supplies    . 
Gas  works 
Water  power  . 
Oil  works 
Rubber  factories 
Straw  workers 
Gas  and  electric  com 
Asbestos 

Other  miscellaneous  i 
cupations     . 
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Table  IX. — Cases  of  Infection,  by  Nature  of  Injury,  July  1,  1936,  to 
June  30,  1937 


Nature  of  Injury 


Totals 


Deaths 


Permanent 

Partial 
Disabilities 


Temporary 

Total 
Disabilities 


Cuts,  punctures,  lacerations 

Abrasions,  bruises,  contusions 

All  other 

Bums  and  scalds   . 

Amputations,  loss  of  use 

Fractures 

Sprains  and  strains 

Totals 


2,465 

10 

3 

2,452 

545 

6 

1 

539 

525 

5 

2 

518 

122 

— 

— 

122 

93 

— 

93 

— 

18 

2 

3 

13 

13 

1 

2 

10 

3,781 


23 


104 


3,654 
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tBfit  Commontoealti)  of  illasfsiacljusietts; 

Department  of  Industrial  Accidents 
272  State  House,  Boston,  June  1,  1939. 
T'o  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

The  Department  of  Industrial  Accidents  has  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  its 
twenty-sixth  annual  report. 

Respectfully, 

INDUSTRIAL  ACCIDENT  BOARD 

Emma  S.  Tousant,  Chairman  William  S.  Conroy 

Daniel  J.  Sullivan  Stanley  W.  Wisnioski 

James  Farrell  John  H.  Morris 

Frank  Prestera 
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TWENTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Department  of  Industrial  Accidents 

INTRODUCTION 

The  Department  of  Industrial  Accidents  presents  herewith  its  twenty-sixth  annual 
report.  This  report  contains  the  facts  and  figures,  in  summarized  form,  which 
comprise  the  Department's  experience  in  the  administration  of  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act  (General  Laws,  Chapter  152)  for  the  year  July  1,  1937  to  June 
30,  1938. 

It  may  be  stated,  in  brief,  that  a  comparison  with  the  report  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1937  shows  that  although  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  injuries 
reported  to  the  Department,  there  was  an  increase  in  the  percentage  of  tabulatable 
injuries  from  28.9  per  cent  to  29.7  per  cent. 

The  severity  of  injuries,  as  measured  by  the  plan  for  weighting  time  loss  due  to 
injuries,  was  less  by  158,217  days  than  for  the  previous  year.  This  decrease  may 
be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  tabulatable 
injuries. 

A  synopsis  of  the  subjects  covered  in  the  current  report  follows: 

The  Twenty-sixth  Year  of  the  Act. — This  chapter  covers  in  condensed  form  the 
number  of  tabulatable  injuries,  total  reported  injuries,  aggregate  time  lost,  a  con- 
densed statement  of  combined  payments  by  insurance  companies  operating  under 
the  Act,  extent  of  incapacity  in  certain  cases,  and  dependency,  in  brief,  in  fata,! 
cases. 

Summary  of  Accident  Experience. — This  chapter  explains  the  various  tables 
found  in  the  Appendix,  with  a  brief  analysis  of  each,  and  should  be  referred  to 
for  an  understanding  of  the  tables  used.  Graphs  containing  comparisons  are  used 
to  present  certain  important  phases  of  the  experience. 
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Maximum  Payment  Cases. — This  chapter  contains  a  brief  survey  of  the  non-fatal 
cases  in  which  the  maximum  amount  of  compensation  payable  under  the  Act  has 
been  made. 

Dependency  in  Fatal  Cases  not  Insured  under  the  Act. — This  chapter  deals  with 
particular  reference  to  the  condition  of  dependents  in  fatal  cases  where  the  injured 
employees  were  not  insured  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  The  statements  repre- 
sent an  analysis  based  on  Table  XII  in  the  Appendix  of  this  report. 

Medical  Dimsion. — This  chapter  contains  a  brief  summary  of  the  work  of  this 
division  with  some  statistical  data  for  the  past  year. 

THE  TWENTY-SIXTH  YEAR  OF  THE  ACT 

There  were  112,728  accident  reports  filed  with  the  Department  of  Industrial 
Accidents  for  the  year  July  1,  1937  to  June  30,  1938.  Of  these,  33,460  were  tabu- 
latable  injuries  (injuries  causing  the  loss  of  at  least  one  day  or  one  shift,  usually 
8  hours),  including  deaths,  permanent  total,  permanent  partial  and  temporary  total 
disabihties.  Death  resulted  in  207  of  these  cases,  16  involved  permanent  total 
disability,  965  permanent  partial  disability,  and  32,272  were  temporary  totals. 

There  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  reported  injuries,  from  133,086  in  1937 
to  112,728  in  1938  and  also  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  tabulatable  injuries,  from 
38,460  in  1937  to  33,460  in  1938. 

The  reports  from  insurance  companies  show  that  the  payments  made  and  to  be 
made  on  account  of  injuries  occurring  in  this  period  total  $6,588,699.21  and  are  ' 
classified  as  follows:  medical,  $2,312,589.65;  fatal  compensation,  $540,506.92;  and 
non-fatal  compensation,  $3,735,602.64. 

The  weighted  time  loss  charged  to  all  injuries  is  3,182,347  days,  distributed  as 
foUows:  death,  39  per  cent;  permanent  total  disability,  3  per  cent;  permanent 
partial  disability,  21.8  per  cent  and  temporary  total  disability,  36.2  per  cent. 

There  were  207  fatals  this  year,  a  decrease  of  25  cases  in  comparison  with  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1937.  Total  dependency  was  involved  in  168  cases,  323  per- 
sons being  so  dependent.  In  13  cases,  dependency  was  partial,  the  dependents 
numbering  16.  In  the  remaining  26  cases,  there  was  no  dependency.  There  were 
185  cases,  or  89.4  per  cent  insured. 

SUMMARY  OF  ACCIDENT  EXPERIENCE 

Table  I,  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Cases  Insured  and 

NOT  Insured 
The  statistics  of  the  Board  show  that  92.6  per  cent,  or  30,971  of  the  tabulatable 
injuries  were  insured  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  and  that  7.4  per  cent,  or  2,489 
were  not  insured.   This  is  an  increase  of  1.2  per  cent  in  the  number  of  not  insured 
cases  as  compared  with  1937. 

Table  II,  Insurance  Transactions  Under  the  Act 
This  table  was  compiled  from  figures  furnished  the  Board,  upon  its  request 
under  section  63  of  the  Act,  by  insurance  companies  licensed  under  the  Act,  and 
also  from  the  boards,  commissions  and  departments  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  and  counties,  cities,  towns  and  districts,  which  have  accepted  the 
provisions  of  the  Act.  During  the  year  ending  June  30,  1938,  a  total  payment  of 
$6,588,699.21  was  reported.  This  is  a  decrease  of  $913,872.14  from  the  total  for 
1937.  This  decrease  may  be  accounted  for  in  part  by  the  fact  that  there  were  fewer 
injuries  this  year  than  last. 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  paid  to  injured  laborers,  workmen  and 
mechanics  in  the  service  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  various  counties,  cities, 
towns  and  districts,  and  to  their  dependents,  which  are  under  the  Act,  the  sum  of 
$368,675.16  as  compared  with  $414,960.60,  which  was  reported  paid  in  1937. 

It  should  be  noted  that  Chapter  403  of  the  Acts  of  1936  permits  the  extension  of 
the  Act  to  additional  or  all  employees  of  the  Commonwealth,  counties,  cities,  towns 
and  districts,  upon  proper  acceptance  of  such  chapter,  excepting  poMce  and  fire 
forces.  A  number  of  political  subdivisions  insure  directly  with  private  carriers  in 
lieu  of  accepting  statutes  enabling  payment  directly  by  such  subdivisions. 
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According  to  the  information  furnished  the  Board  by  insurers  and  the  public 
units,  the  average  cost  per  case,  including  compensation  and  medical  benefits,  paid 
and  estimated  outstanding,  in  aU  cases  in  which  such  payments  were  made,  whether 
tabulatable  or  not,  was  $62.70  as  compared  with  an  average  cost  per  case  of  $60.30 
in  1937.  This  increase  may  be  accounted  for,  in  part,  by  the  fact  that,  since  Aug- 
ust 26,  1937,  compensation  is  due  from  the  date  of  injury  if  incapacity  extends  for 
a  period  of  two  weeks  or  more. 


Insurance  Payments  Made  and  Outstanding 

Type  of  Payment  Amount 

Medical,  for  all  cases $2,312,589.65 

Fatal,  dependency  compensation      ......  540,506.92 

Non-fatal,  disability  compensation  .          .....  3,735,602.64 

Totals $6,588,699.21 

NUMBER  OF  TOTAL  TABULATABLE   INJURIES  BY  INDUSTRIES 
July   I.    1937  -  June  30.    1918 


Per  Cent 
35.1 
8.2 
56.7 


100.0 


1  Trade 

2  Iron  and  stccl 

3  Transportation.roao.ctc. 

k   Service 

5   BUILOINQ  TRADES 

6  Textiles 

7  Food 

8  Leather 

9  Paper 

10  Profess lONAu  service 

1 1  Express 

12  Lumber 

13  Print INS 

lU  Agriculture 

15  Clothing 

l6  Metals 

17  Chemicals 

18  Liquors 

19  Water  transportation 

20  Clav, glass, stone 

21  Others  in  transportation 

22  Telephone  and  telegraph 

23  Minerals 

2U  Air  transportation 

25  Miscellaneous 

5,000       6,000       7,000 
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Based  on  the  pajmnients  made  and  estimated  outstanding  and  the  number  of 
cases  to  which  they  apply,  the  average  cost  per  case  for  the  several  groups  is  as 
follows: 


Average  Cost  per  Specified  Case 


Type  of  Payment 

Medical,  for  all  cases 

Fatal,  dependency  compensation 

Non-fatal,  disability  compensation  . 


Number 

of  Cases 

104,006 

158 

21,260 


Average 

Cost 

$22 . 23 
3',420.92 

175.24 


Table  III.  Fkequency  of  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Extent  of  Disability 

This  table  indicates  the  number  of  deaths,  permanent  total  disabilities,  perma- 
nent partial  disabilities,  and  temporary  total  disabilities. 

In  permanent  total  disabilities,  the  element  of  judgment,  based  on  experience, 
must  enter  into  classifying  a  part  of  the  data.  In  rating  injuries  of  this  nature,  the 
general  principle  by  which  severity  is  to  be  measured  is  based  on  economic  loss  to 
the  community  and  the  loss  of  wages  to  the  employee. ,  Permanent  total  disability 
applies  to  every  injury  which  permanently  incapacitates  the  workmen  from  per- 
forming any  work  continuously  in  a  gainful  occupation.  The  element  of  judgment 
must  enter  into  the  classification  of  the  data,  because  the  statistics  must  be  com- 
piled before  we  can  determine  definitely  whether  an  injured  employee  is  ever  going 
to  be  able  to  perform  work  again. 

Permanent  partial  disabilities  are  all  injuries  less  than  permanent  total,  which 
result  in  the  loss  of  any  member  of  the  body,  or  part  thereof,  or  in  the  permanent 
impairment  of  any  function,  as  included  in  the  specific  injury  table. 

Temporary  total  disabilities  are  those  in  which  no  permanent  partial  disability 
is  involved. 


Extent  of  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries 

Number  of 
Extent  of  Disabliity  Cases 

Deaths 207 

Permanent  Total  disabilities   .......  16 

Permanent  partial  disabilities  .  .  .  .  .  .  965 

Temporary  total  disabilities    .......  32,272 


Per 

Cent 

.6 
—  1 

96.4 


Totals 


33,460 


100.0 


1  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 


The  following  table  is  a  summary  of  the  duration  of  disability  in  all  cases  in  this 
classification : 


Duration  of  Temporary  Total  Disabilities 


1  to  3  days 
4  to  7  days    . 

1  to  2  weeks 

2  to  3  weeks 

3  to  4  weeks 

4  to  8  weeks 
8  to  13  weeks 
13  to  26  weeks 
26  to  52  weeks 
Over  1  year  . 


Disability  Period 


Number  of 

Per 

Cases 

Cent 

4,140 

12.8 

6,722 

20.8 

4,897 

15.2 

4,007 

12.4 

2,455 

7.6 

5,357 

16.6 

2,530 

7.8 

1,193 

3.7 

567 

1.8 

404 

1.3 

Totals 


32,272 


100.0 


It  should  be  noted  that  in  10,862  cases,  or  33.6  per  cent  of  the  temporary  total 
disabilities,  the  employee  was  not  incapacitated  for  a  period  of  more  than  7  days. 
Compensation  would  not  be  payable  on  these  injuries,  but  if  the  employers  were 
insured,  the  employees  would  be  entitled  to  medical  benefits. 
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Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Indiistries  and  Extent  of  Disability,  Including  Per- 
centage Distribution 


Permanent 

Permanent 

Temporart 

Totals 

Deaths 

Total 

Partial 

Total 

Disabilities 

Disabilities 

Disabilities 

Industries 

Num- 

Per 

Num- 

Per 

Num- 

Per 

Num- 

Per 

Num- 

Per 

ber 

Cent 

ber 

Cent 

ber 

Cent 

ber 

Cent 

ber 

Cent 

Trade       .... 

6,417 

19.2 

39 

18.8 

2 

12.5 

93 

9.6 

6,283 

19.5 

Iron  and  steel  . 

3,102 

9.3 

20 

9.7 

3 

18.7 

160 

16.6 

2,919 

9.0 

Transportation,  road,  etc. 

2,996 

8.9 

33 

15.9 

5 

31.2 

66 

6.9 

2,892 

9.0 

Service     .... 

2,758 

8.2 

15 

7.2 

— 

- 

49 

5.1 

2,694 

8.3 

Building  trades 

2,747 

8.2 

23 

11.1 

2 

12.5 

87 

9.0 

2,635 

8.2 

Textiles    .... 

2,200 

6.6 

10 

4.8 

1 

6.3 

100 

10.4 

2,089 

6.5 

Miscellaneous   . 

2,093 

6.2 

13 

6.3 

— 

- 

71 

7.4 

2,009 

6.2 

Food        .... 

2,028 

6.1 

7 

3.4 

— 

— 

37 

3.8 

1,984 

6.1 

Leather    .... 

1,843 

5.5 

12 

5.8 

— 

— 

54 

5.6 

1,777 

5.5 

Paper       .          .          . 

1,107 

3.3 

6 

2.9 

- 

- 

31 

3.2 

1,070 

3.3 

Professional  service   . 

982 

2.9 

6 

2.9 

2 

12.5 

24 

2.5 

950 

2.9 

Express,  trucking 

975 

2.9 

4 

1.9 

— 

_ 

12 

1.2 

959 

3.0 

Lumber   .... 

913 

2.7 

1 

.5 

— 

— 

71 

7.4 

841 

2.6 

Printing,  bookbinding 

521 

1.6 

2 

1.0 

- 

- 

12 

1.2 

507 

1.6 

Agriculture 

484 

1.4 

5 

2.4 

— 

— 

18 

1.9 

461 

1.4 

Clothing  .... 

443 

1.3 

1 

.5 

— 

— 

12 

1.2 

430 

1.3 

Metals     .... 

417 

1.2 

1 

.5 

- 

- 

31 

3.2 

385 

1.2 

Chemicals 

300 

.9 

2 

1.0 

— 

— 

14 

1.5 

284 

.9 

Liquors    .... 

288 

.9 

1 

.5 

— 

- 

10 

1.0 

277 

.8 

Water  transportation 

261 

.8 

1 

.5 

— 

- 

6 

.6 

254 

.8 

Clay,  glass,  stone 

223 

.7 

2 

1.0 

1 

6.3 

5 

.5 

215 

.7 

Others  in  transportation     . 

161 

.5 

3 

1.4 

— 

— 

2 

.2 

156 

.5 

Telephone,  telegraph 

140 

.4 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

140 

.4 

Minerals 

58 

.2 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

58 

.2 

Air  transportation     . 

3 

__  1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

__i 

Totals 

33,460 

100. 0 

207 

100.0 

16 

100.0 

965 

100.0 

32,272 

100.0 

^  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 

Deaths. — "Trade"  had  the  highest  number  of  deaths,  39,  or  18.8  per  cent;  fol- 
lowed in  order  by  "transportation,  road,  etc.",  with  33,  or  15.9  per  cent;  "building 
trades",  with  23,  or  11.1  per  cent;  "iron  and  steel",  with  20,  or  9.7  per  cent;  and 
the  rest  as  shown. 

Permanent  Total  Disabilities. — There  were  16  permanent  total  disability  injuries 
this  year,  classified  as  foUows:  "transportation,  road,  etc.",  5;  "iron  and  steel",  3; 
"trade",  "building  trades",  and  "professional  service",  each  had  2  and  "textiles" 
and  "clay,  glass,  and  stone"  each  had  1. 

The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  each  permanent  total  disability: 

Transportation,  Road,  Etc.: 

An  employee,  65  years  old,  was  struck  by  the  pole  of  a  wagon,  sustaining  an 
injury  to  his  left  thigh,  which  resulted  in  cancer  of  the  femur. 

An  employee,  62  years  old,  sustained  a  fractured  spine,  when  he  was  struck  by 
the  bucket  of  a  crane. 

An  employee,  71  years  old,  lost  his  balance  and  fell  from  a  truck  which  he  was 
loading  and  received  a  fractured  skuU. 

An  employee,  64  years  old,  sustained  a  severe  back  strain  when  the  sand-pit  in 
which  he  was  working  caved  in. 

An  employee,  63  years  old,  having  a  complete  cataract  in  one  eye,  was  struck  in 
the  other  by  a  piece  of  stone,  sustaining  an  injury  resulting  in  the  loss  of  vision. 

Iron  and  Steel: 

There  were  two  employees,  one  44  and  the  other  58  years  old,  employed  as 
laborers  in  foundries,  who  contracted  sihcosis. 

An  employee,  57  years  old,  fell  from  a  roof  and  fractured  his  spine,  aggravating  a 
preexisting  Paget's  Disease. 

Building  Trades: 

An  employee,  58  years  old,  employed  as  a  painter,  sustained  a  severe  head  injury 
when  a  ladder  fell  on  him. 

An  employee,  60  years  old,  who  had  previously  lost  the  sight  in  his  right  eye,  was 
struck  in  the  left  eye  by  a  chip  of  brick,  sustaining  an  injury  resulting  in  loss  of 
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NUMBER  OF  FATAL  INJURIES  BY  INDUSTRIES 
July  I.  1937  -  June  30,  193^ 


1  Trade 

2  Transport AT ION, ROAD, ETC. 

3  BUItOINC  TRA0C8 

H  Iron  and  steel 

5  ScRviec 

6  Leather 

7  Textiles 

8  Food 

9  Paper 

10  Professional 

II  AGRICULTURE 

12  Express 

13  Others  in  transportation 

|4  Printinc 

13  Chemicals 

|6  Clay, GLASS, stone 

17  Lumber 

18  Metals 

19  Liquors 

20  Water  transportation 

21  Clothing 

22  Miscellaneous 

Professional  Service: 

A  nurse,  25  years  old,  employed  in  a  tuberculosis  hospital,  contracted  pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 

An  employee,  63  years  old,  employed  as  an  assistant  janitor  in  a  school,  fell 
downstairs  and  sustained  a  fractured  skull,  aggravating  a  preexisting  Paget's 
Disease. 

Trade: 

An  employee,  52  years  old,  while  laying  hnoleum,  sustained  a  severe  back  strain 
resulting  in  sciatic  neuritis,  comphcated  by  Hodgkin's  Disease. 

An  employee,  38  years  old,  sustained  an  Esophageal  Diaphragmatic  Hernia 
while  lifting  a  heavy  article. 
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Textiles. — An  employee,  78  years  old,  fell  downstairs  sustaining  a  fractured 
tibia,  aggravating  a  preexisting  Paget's  Disease. 

Clay,  Glass,  and  Stone. — A  stone-cutter,  49  years  old,  contracted  silicosis. 

Permanent  Partial  Disabilities. — "Iron  and  steel"  had  the  highest  frequency  with 
160  cases,  or  16.6  per  cent;  "textiles",  100,  or  10.4  per  cent;  and  "trade",  93,  or 
9.6  per  cent. 

Temporary  Total  Disabilities. — The  frequency  order  of  this  group  of  injuries 
occurred  as  printed  with  the  exception  of  "express  and  trucking"  and  "professional 
service",  which  are  reversed. 

Table  IV,  Severity  of  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Extent  op  Disability 

This  table  aims  to  give  a  measure  of  the  severity  of  injuries  according  to  the 
actual  and  weighted  time  loss,  the  unit  of  time  loss  being  the  unit  least  given  to 
fluctuating. 

The  weighting  of  the  temporary  total  and  permanent  partial  disabilities  is  most 
easily  determined  by  using  as  the  basis  of  measurement  the  actual  number  of  days 
lost  as  a  result  of  injuries.  In  previous  years  the  permanent  partial  disabilities 
were  weighted  by  using  for  each  case  an  aliquot  part  of  six  thousand  days  propor- 
tionate to  the  degree  of  disabiUty  resulting  from  the  particular  bodily  impairment. 

Under  the  plan  for  the  weighting  of  the  other  types  of  injuries,  the  following 
principles  were  used: 

For  each  death  and  permanent  total  disability,  a  weight  of  six  thousand  days 
was  employed  as  representing  the  average  working  life  expectancy.  This  was 
determined  on  the  accident  experience  in  several  states  and  some  practical  modifi- 
cations based  on  committee  judgment. 

Severity  of  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Extent  of  Disability. 


Per- 

Per- 

Tem- 

manent 

manent 

porary 

Industries 

Totals 

Deaths 

Total 

Partial 

Total 

Disabil- 

Disabil- 

Disabil- 

ities 

ities 

ities 

Trade         

535,747 

234,000 

12,000 

96,949 

192,798 

Transportation,  road,  etc.    . 

428.653 

198,000 

30,000 

82,422 

118,231 

Building  trades  .... 

403,921 

138,000 

12,000 

111,577 

142,344 

Iron  and  steel     .... 

310,275 

120,000 

18,000 

73,167 

99,108 

Service       ..... 

227,344 

90,000 

- 

42,643 

94,701 

Textiles 

216,231 

60,000 

6,000 

63,675 

86,556 

Leather      ..... 

161,183 

72,000 

- 

30,276 

58,907 

Miscellaneous     .... 

158,457 

78,000 

- 

15,149 

65,308 

Food 

127,741 

42,000 

- 

28,104 

57,637 

Professional  service     . 

113,397 

36,000 

12,000 

36,924 

28,473 

Paper         ..... 

94,479 

36,000 

- 

22,6.58 

35,821 

Agriculture          .... 

62,859 

30,000 

- 

17,388 

15.471 

Lumber      ..... 

60,783 

6,000 

- 

24,720 

30,063 

Express  and  trucking 

60,599 

24,000 

- 

2,846 

33,753 

Printing  and  bookbinding    . 

32,723 

12,000 

— 

3,998 

16,725 

Clay,  glass,  and  stone 

31,991 

12,000 

6,000 

6,559 

7.432 

Clothing    ..... 

31,451 

6,000 

- 

9,786 

15,665 

Water  transportation 

29,144 

6,000 

- 

13,541 

9,603 

Metals        ..... 

26,313 

6,000 

— 

6,067 

14,246 

Chemicals 

25,162 

12,000 

— 

4,696 

8,456 

Others  in  transportation 

25,052 

18,000 

— 

390 

6,662 

Liquors      ..... 

13,908 

6,000 

— 

794 

7,114 

Telephone  and  telegraph 

3,024 

— 

— 

- 

3,024 

Minerals    ..... 

1,872 

— 

- 

— 

1,872 

Air  transportation 

48 

- 

- 

- 

48 

Totals 

3,182,347 

1,242,000 

96,000 

694,329 

1,150,018 

The  following  table  indicates  that  under  the  weighted  system  used,  deaths  cover 
39  per  cent  of  the  total  time  loss,  although  only  207  out  of  a  total  of  33,460  cases 
were  fatal: 

Distributed  Severity  of  Injuries. 

Extent  of  Disability 


Deaths     .  .  ■  .  .  .  • 

Permanent  total  disabilities 
Permanent  partial  disabilities 
Temporary  total  disabilities 

Totals 


Days  Lost 
1,242,000 
96,000 

694,329 
1,150,018 

Per  Cent 

39.0 

3.0 

21.8 

36.2 

3,182,347 

100.0 
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The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  distribution  of  days  lost  a^nd  the 
average  days  lost  per  case  by  industries:  ;    ,  ,  , 

Percentage  Distribution  of  Lost  Days  and  Average  Days  per  Case,  by  Industries 

Indtjbtkies 
Trade 

Transportation,  road,  etc. 
Building  trades 
Iron  and  steel  . 
Service 

Textiles    .  .; 

Leather    . 
Miscellaneous   . 
Food 

Professional  service 
Paper 
Agriculture 
Lumber    . 

Express  and  trucking 
Printing  and  bookbinding 
Clay,  glass,  and  stone 
Clothing  . 

Water  transportation 
Metals     . 
Chemicals 

Others  in  transportation 
Liquors    . 

Telephone  and  telegraph 
Minerals 
Air  transportation 


Per  Cent 

Average  Days 

of  Total 

per  Case 

16.8 

83, 

13.5 

143 

12.7 

147 

9.7 

100 

7.1 

82 

6.8 

98 

5.1 

87 

5.0 

76 

4.0 

63 

3.6 

115 

3.0 

85- 

2.0 

130 

1.9 

66 

1.9 

62 

1.0 

63 

1.0 

143 

1.0 

71. 

.9 

112 

.8 

63 

.8 

84 

.8 

156 

.4 

48 

.1 

22 

_  1 

32 

__  1 

16 

Totals 


100.0 


'  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 


A  study  of  the  above  table  indicates  that  the  industry  "others  in  transportation" 
contained  the  injuries  which  were  of  the  most  severe  character,  the  average  days 
lost  per  case  being  156.  Last  year  the  average  days  lost  per  case  for  this  industry 
was  109  days.  However,  it  must  be  noted  that  there  were  3  fatals  this  year,  for 
which  a  weighted  time  loss  of  18,000  days  was  given,  and  last  year  there  were  no 
fatals  in  this  group. 

This  year  as  well  as  last,  the  industry  "minerals"  showed  a  decrease  in  the  aver- 
age days  lost  per  case,  from  101  in  1937  to  32  in  1938.  The  average  days  lost  per 
case  for  this  group  in  1936  was  283  days.  This  industry  has  had  no  fatal  nor  perma- 
nent partial  disability  cases  reported  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1938. 

The  general  increase  in  the  average  days  lost  per  case  is  due,  in  part  to  the  greater 
severity  of  injuries,  which  is  reflected  in  the  increased  cost  per  case,  and  to  the 
fact  that  there  were  4  more  permanent  total  disability  cases  this  year  than  last. 

Table  V,  Sex  and  Age  of  Injured  in  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries 

Sex  of  Injured. — The  following  table  indicates  that  from  a  total  of  33,460  cases, 
88.6  per  cent  occurred  among  males  and  3,831,  or  11.4  per  cent,  occurred  among 
females. 

The  experience  according  to  the  extent  of  disability  is  here  shown. 


Extent  of  Disability,  by  Sex 

Males 

Females 

Extent  or  Disability 

Number  of 
Cases 

Per  Cent 

Number  of 
Cases 

Per  Cent 

Deaths    ..... 
Permanent  total  disabilities 
Permanent  partial  disabilities     . 
Temporary  total  disabilities 

202 

15 

879 

28,533 

.7 
_  1 
2!9 
96.3 

5 

1 

86 

3,739 

.1 

- 1 
2^2 
97.6 

Totals       .... 

29,629 

100.0 

3,831 

100.0 

'  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 
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An  analysis  of  the  above  table  shows  that  males  sustained  97.6  per  cent  of  the 
fatal  injuries,  and  that  .7  per  cent  of  the  total  injuries  to  them  were  fatal.  The 
fatal  injuries  to  women  were  .1  per  cent  of  the  total  injuries  sustained  by  them. 

The  percentages  of  the  permanent  partial  and  temporary  total  disabilities  were 
of  almost  equal  proportion. 

All  but  one  of  the  permanent  total  disabilities  occurred  to  males. 

Age. — The  age  experience  for  all  years  is  considered  by  compressing  the  number 
by  year  intervals,  into  groups  sufficient  for  general  explanation. 

Distribution  of  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Age  Periods 

Age  Periods  (Yeabs) 
14  and  under    ......... 

16 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20  to  24,  inclusive 

26  to  29,  inclusive  ........ 

30  to  34,  inclusive  ........ 

35  to  39,  inclusive  ........ 

40  to  44,  inclusive  ........ 

46  to  49,  inclusive  ........ 

50  to  64,  inclusive  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

65  to  69,  inclusive  ........ 

60  to  64,  inclusive  ........ 

66  and  over  .......... 

Totals 33,460 

1  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 


Number  of 

Cases 

Per  Cent 

10 

- 1 

35 

.1 

178 

.5 

371 

1.1 

670 

2.0 

942 

2.8 

5,391 

16.1 

4,658 

13.9 

4,041 

12.1 

3,822 

11.4 

3,545 

10.6 

3,247 

9.7 

2,579 

7.7 

1,792 

5.4 

1,181 

3.5 

998 

3.0 

100.0 


No  comment  on  the  above  table  seems  necessary  except  to  state  that  the  ages 
from  14  to  20  are  given  for  the  benefit  of  those  interested  in  minors. 

Table  VI,  Total  Tabulatable  Injubies,  by  Industries  and  Wage  Groups 

No  attempt  is  made  in  the  following  table  to  give  the  distribution  by  industries 
as  Table  VI  in  the  Appendix  contains  this  information. 


Distribution  t 

of  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Wage  Groups 

Ntimber  of              Per  Cent 

Cunuilative 

Wage  Gboups                                                   Cases                  of  Total 

Per  Cent 

Under  $10.00 978                        2.9 

2.9 

$10.00  to  $10.99     . 

461                          1.4 

4.3 

$11.00  to  $11.99     . 

436                        1.3 

5.6 

$12.00  to  $12.99     . 

810                          2.4 

8.0 

$13.00  to  $13.99     . 

743                          2.2 

10.2 

$14.00  to  $14.99     . 

1,047                          3.1 

13.3 

$16.00  to  $15.99     . 

1,536                          4.6 

17.9 

$16.00  to  $16.99     . 

1,243                        3.7 

21.6 

$17.00  to  $17.99     . 

1,251                        3.7 

25.3 

$18.00  to  $18.99     . 

1,773                        5.3 

30.6 

$19.00  to  $19.99     . 

1,231                        3.7 

34.3 

$20.00  to  $20.99     . 

1,909                        5.7 

40.0 

$21.00  to  $21.99     . 

1,204                        3.6 

43.6 

$22.00  to  $22.99     . 

1,414                        4.2 

47.8 

$23.00  to  $23.99     . 

1,010                        3.0 

50.8 

$24.00  to  $24.99     . 

1,552                        4.6 

55.4 

$25.00  to  $25.99     . 

1,905                        5.7 

61.1 

$26.00  to  $26.99     . 

1,048                        3.1 

64.2 

$27.00  to  $27.99     . 

1,143                        3.4 

67.6 

$28.00  to  $28.99     . 

1,061                        3.2 

70.8 

$29.00  to  $29.99     . 

615                        1.8 

72.6 

$30.00  to  $30.99     . 

1,756                        5.3 

77.9 

$31.00  to  $31.99     . 

606                        1.8 

79.7 

$32.00  to  $32.99     . 

685                        2.1 

81.8 

$33.00  to  $33.99     . 

554                        1.7 

83.5 

$34.00  to  $34.99     . 

624                          1.9 

85.4 

$36.00  and  over     . 

4,865                        14.6 

100.0 

Totals 

33,460                      100.0 

This  year  as  well  as  last,  the  group  "$35.00  and  over"  is  the  largest  with  4,865 
cases,  or  14.6  per  cent  of  the  total.  Although  this  is  an  increase  of  4.2  per  cent 
over  1937,  it  is  8.5  per  cent  less  than  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1930. 
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There  was  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  in  which  the  employees  were 
receiving  less  than  $10  a  week,  from  3.3  per  cent  in  1937  to  2.9  per  cent  in  1938. 
During  the  year  ending  June  30,  1930,  this  group  was  only  1.4  per  cent  of  the  total 
tabulatable  injuries. 

NIJMBEB  OF  TOTAL  TABULA  TABLE   INJURIES  BY  WAGE  GROUP 

Comparison  of  year  ending 
June  30,    1 937  with  year  enoiko  Jons  30,   1938 
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There  was  an  increase,  from  28.4  per  cent  in  1937  to  35.8  per  cent  in  1938,  in  the 
number  of  cases  in  which  the  maximum  compensation  rate  would  be  $18  a  week. 
However,  this  group  was  50.8  per  cent  of  the  total  cases  occurring  in  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1930,  the  last  high  year  for  this  group. 
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Table  VII,  Location  of  Injury,  by  Nature  of  Injury 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  injuries  by  location  of  injury. 

Distribution  of  Tahulatable  Injuries,  by  Location  of  Injury 

Number  of 

Location  of  Injukt                                                                         Cases  Per  Cent 

Upper  extremities            .........  13,140  ^c'l 

Lower  extremities            .........          8,903  26 . 6 

Trunk 7,576  22.6 

Head 1.940  5.8 

Body 955  2.9 

Face  and  Neck 946 2.8 

Totals 33,460  100.0 

It  will  be  observed  that  out  of  a  total  of  33,460  injuries,  13,140  or  39.3  per  cent 
affected  the  upper  extremities. 

From  the  medical  aspect  in  particular,  and  for  information  in  general,  the  follow- 
ing table,  which  shows  the  number  of  tabulatable  injuries  by  location  and  nature 
of  injury,  will  prove  of  interest. 


Distribution  of  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Location  and  Nature  of  Injury 


Face 

Upper 

Lower 

Head 

and 

Trunk 

Extrem- 

Extrem- 

Body 

Totals 

Nature  of  Injury 

Neck 

ities 

ities 

Sprains  and  strains 

4 

52 

5,559 

1,160 

2,145 

39 

8,959 

Cuts,  punctures,  lacerations     . 

474 

341 

65 

6,184 

1,365 

26 

8,455 

Abrasions,  bruises,  contusions 

211 

108 

804 

1,472 

2,447 

143 

5,185 

807 

106 

593 

1,120 

967 

429 

4,022 

99 

71 

511 

1,381 

1,605 

- 

3,667 

Burns  and  scalds   . 

150 

205 

25 

687 

256 

50 

1,373 

Amputations,  loss  of  vise 

71 

- 

— 

666 

34 

- 

771 

Occupational  diseases 

7 

61 

2 

345 

25 

251 

691 

Dislocations 

- 

2 

17 

125 

59 

~ 

203 

Concussions 

117 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

117 

Electrical  shocks    . 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

~ 

17 

17 

Totals    .... 

1,940 

946 

7,576 

13,140 

8,903 

955 

33,460 

Table  VIII,  Location,  by  Nature  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability 

This  table  shows  the  tabulatable  injuries,  by  nature  of  injury  and  duration  of 
disability,  including  the  percentage  distribution.  The  location  of  injury  is  not 
given  in  this  analysis. 

Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Nature  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability,  Including 

Percentage  Distribution 


Per- 

Per- 

Tem- 

manent 

manent 

porary 

Per 

Total 

Partial 

Total 

Nature  of  Injury 

Totals 

Cent 

Deaths 

Disabili- 
ties 

Disabili- 
ties 

Disabili- 
ties 

Sprains  and  strains 

8,959 

26.8 

15 

3 

33 

8,908 

Cuts,  punctures,  lacerations    . 

8,455 

25.3 

17 

1 

8 

Abrasions,  contusions,  bruises 

5,185 

15.5 

2 

— 

3 

5,180 

4,022 

12.0 

49 

1 

20 

3,952 

Fractures       .... 

3,667 

10.9 

73 

5 

106 

3,483 

Burns  and  scalds    . 

1,373 

4.1 

15 

- 

4 

1,354 

Amputations,  loss  of  use 

771 

2.3 

3 

2 

766 

~ 

Occupational  diseases 

691 

2.1 

22 

4 

17 
2 

648 
200 

Dislocations 

203 

.6 

1 

~ 

Concussions 

117 

.3 

6 

— 

5 

Electrical  shocks    . 

17 

.1 

4 

~ 

Totals    .          .          .          . 

33,460 

100.0 

207 

16 

965 

32,272 

Table  IX,  Infection,  by  Nature  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability 

A  comparison  of  the  statistics  of  infections  shows  that  there  were  517  cases  less 
than  in  1937.     Experience  of  the  Board  shows  that  one  out  of  every  eleven  cases 
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resulted  in  an  infection  as  compared  with  one  out  of  every  ten  last  year.  The 
reason  for  this  rather  strange  ratio  can  be  more  or  less  charged  to  the  individual. 
Investigation  made  by  the  Department  of  Labor  and  Industries  has  indicated 
that  in  the  greater  majority  of  cases  facilities  for  first  aid  treatment  were  available, 
but  that  the  employees  neglected  to  make  use  of  them. 

Infection,  by  Nature  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability 


Permanent 

Temporary 

Nature  of  Injubt 

Totals 

Deaths 

Partial 
Disabilities 

Total 
Disabilities 

Cuts,  punctures  and  lacerations 

1,978 

11 

2 

1,965 

Abrasions,  bruises  and  contusions 

476 

2 

- 

474 

AU  other       .... 

456 

— 

2 

454 

Burns  and  scalds   . 

104 

3 

1 

100 

Amputations,  loss  of  use 

100 

- 

100 

- 

Fractures       .... 

19 

I 

2 

16 

Sprains  and  strains 

4 

- 

- 

4 

Totals    .... 

3,137 

17 

107 

3,013 

According  to  the  above  table,  3,137  cases  of  infection  ensued  from  injuries. 
This  is  9.4  per  cent  of  the  total  tabulatable  injuries. 


Table  X,  Causes  of  Injuries,  by  Extent  of  Disability 

This  table  presents  the  accident  experience  with  such  detail  as  resources  permit, 
showing  by  detailed  causes  the  relative  extent  of  different  types  of  injuries  due  to 
assigned  causes.  The  table  also  shows  the  weighted  severity  of  injuries,  based  on 
time  loss. 

For  each  cause  enumerated,  the  following  information  is  given: 


Number  of  tabulatable  injuries: 
Total  cases 
Deaths 

Permanent  total  disabilities 
Permanent  partial  disabilities 
Temporary  total  disabilities 
7  days  and  under 

1  to  2  weeks 

2  to  3  weeks 
Over  3  weeks 


Days  lost  due  to : 
Total  cases 
Deaths 

Permanent  total  disabilities 
Permanent  partial  disabilities 
Temporary  total  disabilities 
7  days  and  under 

1  to  2  weeks 

2  to  3  weeks 
Over  3  weeks 


Condensed  information  of  the  detailed  table  follows: 

Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Cause  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability 


Cause  of  Injury 


Permanent      Permanent      Temporary 
Totals  Deaths  Total  Partial  Total 

Disabilities     Disabilities     Disabilities 


Handling  of  objects 

Falls  of  persons 

Machinery    ... 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against  objects 

Hand  tools    . 

Vehicles 

Miscellaneous  causes 

Explosions,  electricity,  etc. 

Falling  objects,  not  being  handled  by 

employee  . 
Occupational  diseases 
Animals 

Totals    . 


10,737 

17 

6,435 

41 

4,201 

29 

ts         2,385 

7 

2,193 

3 

2,179 

43 

1,656 

17 

1,438 

20 

1,373 

5 

691 

22 

172 

3 

155 

10,564 

108 

6,282 

504 

3,667 

21 

2,357 

62 

2,126 

34 

2,100 

24 

1,615 

17 

1,401 

17 

1,349 

17 

648 

6 

163 

33,460 


207 


16 


965 


32,272 


The  above  table  in  condensed  form,  shows  for  each  printed  cause  group  the  total 
number  of  injuries  and  the  distribution  by  extent  of  the  resulting  disability. 
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Distribution  of  Causes,  by  Per  Cents 

Permanent 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Cause  op  Injury 

Tptals 

Deaths 

Total 

Partial 

Total 

Disabilities 

Disabilities 

Disabilities 

Handling  of  objects 

32.1 

8.2 

6.25 

16.0 

32.7 

Falls  of  persons      .... 

19.2 

19.8 

25.0 

11.2 

19.5 

Machinery    ..... 

12.6 

14.0 

6.25 

52.2 

11.4 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against  objects 

7.1 

3.4 

- 

2.2 

7.3 

Hand  tools    ..... 

6.6 

1.4 

12.5 

6.4 

6.6 

Vehicles         ..... 

6.5 

20.8 

12.5 

3.5 

6.5 

Miscellaneous  causes 

4.9 

8.2 

— 

2.5 

5.0 

Explosions,  electricity,  etc. 

4.3 

9.7 

— 

1.8 

4.3 

Falling  objects,  not  being  handled  by 

employee  ..... 

4.1 

2.4 

12.5 

1.8 

4.2 

Occupational  diseases 

2.1 

10.7 

25.0 

1.8 

2.0 

Animals 

.5 

1.4 

- 

.6 

.5 

Totals 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

The  cause  group  in  which  the  highest  number  of  accidents  occurred  was  "handling 
of  objects",  with  32.1  per  cent,  followed  by  "falls  of  persons",  with  19.2  per  cent. 

Distribution  of  Causes,  by  Resultant  Days  Lost 


Cause  of  Injury 


Per  Permanent     Permanent     Temporary- 

Totals  Cent  Deaths  Total  Partial  Total 

Disabilities     Disabilities     Disabilities 


Falls  of  persons 

828,246 

26.0 

246,000 

24,000 

249,834 

308,412 

Handling  of  objects 

540,374 

17.0 

102,000 

6,000 

84,501 

347,873 

Machinery 

475,221 

14.9 

174,000 

6,000 

159,105 

136,116 

Vehicles 

397,718 

12.5 

258,000 

12,000 

40,503 

87,215 

Occupational  diseases 

234,275 

7.4 

132,000 

24,000 

43,800 

34,475 

Explosions,  electricity,  etc. 

174,369 

5.5 

120,000 

— 

12,302 

42,067 

Miscellaneous  causes 

157,706 

4.9 

102,000 

— 

20,694 

35.012 

Stepping    on    or    striking 

against  objects     . 

124,689 

3.9 

42,000 

— 

27,088 

55,601 

Falling  objects,  not  being 

handled  by  employee    . 

124,028 

3.9 

30,000 

12,000 

28,927 

53,101      . 

Hand  tools 

92,105 

2.9 

18,000 

12,000 

17,524 

44,581 

Animals 

33,616 

1.1 

18,000 

- 

10,051 

5,565 

Totals      . 

3,182,347 

100.0 

1,242,000 

96,000 

694,329 

1,150,018 

As  indicated  above,  the  most  serious  cause  of  injury,  as  measured  in  erms  of 
time  loss,  is  "falls  of  persons",  with  26  per  cent  of  the  total.  The  estimated  time 
loss  on  this  account,  as  shown  by  the  above  table  is  828,246  days  or  192,765  days 
more  than  last  year.  This  increase  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  there 
were  52  more  permanent  partial  disability  cases  this  year  than  last  for  this  classi- 
fication. 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  days  lost  under  "falling  objects,  not  being  handled 
by  employee",  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  there  were  11  fatals  last  year,  for 
which  a  weighted  time  loss  of  66,000  days  was  given  and  this  year  there  were  only 
5  fatals. 


Average  Time  Loss  per  Case,  by  Principal  Causes 


Cause  op  injubt 
Occupational  diseases 
Animals 
Vehicles 
Falls  of  persons 
Explosions,  electricity,  etc. 
Machinery 
Miscellaneous  causes 
Falling  objects,  not  being  handled  by  employee 
Stepping  on  or  striking  against  objects 
Handling  of  objects  .... 

Hand  tools      ...... 


Average  Days 
per  Case 
339 
195 
182 
129 
121 
113 

95 

90 

52 

50 

42 


In  considering  these  figures  the  fact  should  be  remembered  that  the  units  cover 
all  cases,  including  deaths,  permanent  total,  permanent  partial  and  temporary 
total  disabilities.  If  more  detailed  analysis  is  desired  to  meet  particular  questions, 
reference  should  be  made  to  the  Appendix  under  this  table  heading. 
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Table  XI,  Machineey — Frequency  of  Injuries,  by  Manner  of  Occurrence 
AND  BY  Part  of  Machine 

The  number  of  machine  accidents,  according  to  the  cause  and  the  percentage  of 
the  total,  is  given  in  the  following  table : 

Machine  Accidents,  by  Manner  of  Occurrence 

Number  of  Per  Cent 

Manner  of  Occurbbnce                                                                       Cases  of  Total 

Starting,  stopping  or  operating  machine           ......          1 ,806  43 . 0 

All  other 1,064  25.3 

Adjusting  machine,  tool,  or  work  ........             434  10 . 3 

Flying  objects 344  8 . 2 

Cleaning  or  oiUng  machine    .........             298  7 . 1 

Breaking  of  machine,  tool,  or  work          .......              170  4.1 

Repairing  machine        ..........               85  2.0 


Totals 4,201  100.0 

Of  the  4,201  machine  accidents,  1,806  or  43.0  per  cent  occurred  while  "starting, 
stopping,  or  operating  machine".  There  were  1,532  of  these  cases  which  occurred 
at  the  "point  of  operation". 

Further  analysis  of  the  table  is  given  in  the  following  summary,  showing  the  part 
of  the  machine  on  which  the  injury  occurred. 

Machine  Accidents,  hy  Part  of  Machine 

Number  of  Per  Cent 

Part  or  Machine  Cases  of  Total 

Point  of  operation 2,577  61.3 

All  other 1,272  30.3 

Belts 159  3.8 

Gears 102  2.4 

Cranks  and  eccentrics  ..........  56  1.3 

Setscrews,  keys,  and  bolts      .........  17  .4 

Flywheels    ............  17  .4 

Counterweights    ...........  1  .  - 1 

Totals 4,201  100.0 

'  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 

Table  XII,  Condition  of  Dependents  in  Uninsured  Fatal  Cases 

This  table  shows  in  detail,  when  the  information  was  obtainable,  the  industry, 
occupation,  age,  wage,  amount  payable  under  the  Act  in  analogous  cases,  depend- 
ents, settlement,  and  financial  condition  of  the  family.  Analysis  of  the  facts  in 
the  table  is  not  made  here,  but  wiU  be  found  in  a  separate  chapter  devoted  to  the 
subject  under  this  heading. 

Table  XIII,  Conjugal  Condition  and  Dependency  in  Cases  of  Fatal  Injuries 

The  conjugal  condition  of  the  employees  fataUy  injured,  the  extent  of  dependency 
according  to  the  number  of  persons  dependent,  are  considered  in  the  following 
paragraphs: 

Conjugal  Condition  in  Fatal  Cases 

Number  of  Per  Cent 

Condition                                                                                                   Caees  of  Total 

Single 33  16.0 

Married 159  76.8 

Widowed 11  5.3 

Divorced     ............                 4  1.9 

Totals .  207  100.0 

Total  dependency  was  involved  in  158  cases  in  which  the  employees  were 
married  and  no  dependency  in  one  case. 

There  were  33  cases  in  which  the  employees  were  single.  Total  dependency 
was  involved  in  7  cases,  partial  dependency  in  13  cases,  and  in  the  remaining 
13  cases  there  was  no  dependency. 

In  the  remaining  15  cases,  11  were  widowed  and  4  divorced. 
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Table  XIV,  Specific  Injury  Cases,  by  Age  of  Persons  Injured 

This  table  indicates  that  there  were  768  cases  of  specific  injuries.  In  96  cases, 
or  12.5  per  cent,  the  employees  were  more  than  55  years  of  age.  There  was  only 
one  specific  injury  to  an  employee  under  16  years  of  age. 

There  was  a  decrease,  from  21  in  1937  to  14  in  1938,  in  the  number  of  injuries 
to  minors. 


Specific  Injuries 

Type  of  Injury 

One  or  more  fingers,  one  phalange 

One  eye        ....... 

Right  or  major  index  finger,  two  phalanges 
Right  or  major  thumb,  one  phalange 
Two  or  more  fingers,  two  or  more  phalanges    , 
One  toe  .  ... 

Right  or  maior  index  finger,  two  phalanges,  and  one  or  mtore  fingers 
same  hand         ...... 

Left  or  minor  hand  or  arm    .... 

One  foot  or  leg     ...... 

Right  or  major  hand  or  arm  ... 

Right  or  major  thumb  and  one  or  more  fingers,  one 
Two  or  more  toes  ..... 

Right  or  major  thumb,  two  phalanges     . 

Two  or  more  fingers  on  both  hands 

Right  or  major  thumb,  two  phalanges,  and  one  or  more  fingers 

Right  or  major  thumb  and  index  finger,  two  phalanges 

One  finger  or  thumb  on  each  hand  ..... 

One  finger  or  thumb  on  one  hand,  two  or  more  on  other  . 
One  foot  and  two  fingers  on  one  hand  and  two  on  the  other 

Totals 


on  the 


phalange 


Number  of 

' 

Casea 

Per  Ceat 

505 

65.8 

71 

9.2 

42 

5.5 

35 

4.6 

27 

3.5 

19 

2.5 

15 

2.0 

14 

1.8 

8 

1.0 

7 

.9 

6 

.8 

5 

.6 

4 

.5 

3 

.4 

2 

.3 

2 

.3 

1 

.1 

1 

.1 

1 

.1 

768 


100.0 


The  group  "one  or  more  fingers,  one  phalange",  continues  to  be  the  largest 
numerically  of  aU  groups  classified  within  this  table.  Included  within  this  classifi- 
cation are  all  finger  injuries,  except  those  occurring  to  the  right  or  major  thumb 
and  index  finger,  in  which  there  is  a  loss,  either  by  amputation  or  the  equivalent 
loss  of  use,  of  less  than  two  phalanges  of  one  or  more  fingers.  In  other  words,  this 
group  includes  specified  injuries  to  both  one  finger  and  left  or  minor  thumb,  and 
other  such  injuries  which  do  not  come  within  the  higher  classification,  "two  or  more 
fingers,  two  or  more  phalanges". 

Included  in  the  group  "one  eye",  is  one  case  in  which  the  employee,  who  had 
previously  lost  the  sight  in  one  eye,  sustained  an  injury  resulting  in  the  loss  of 
vision  in  the  other.  There  is  also  one  case  in  which  the  employee,  who  has  a 
cataract  in  one  eye  sustained  an  injury  to  his  other  eye  resulting  in  loss  of  vision. 

Table  XV,  Specific  Injury  Cases,  by  Causes 

There  were  483,  or  62.9  per  cent  of  the  specific  injuries  which  occurred  on  ma- 
chinery.   This  is  an  decrease  of  10.9  per  cent  as  compared  with  1937. 

In  the  group  "one  or  more  fingers,  one  phalange",  there  were  505  cases.  There 
were  336  of  these  cases  which  were  due  to  machinery,  and  255,  or  75.9  per  cent, 
which  occurred  at  the  "point  of  operation". 

Percentage  Distribution  of  Specific  Injury  Cases,  by  Causes 

Cause  of  Injubt 
Machinery  . 
Handling  of  objects 
Hand  tools 

Miscellaneous  causes     . 
Vehicles 

Falls  of  persons    .  . 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against  objects   . 
Fires,  explosions,  electricity,  etc.    . 
Falling  objects,  not  being  handled  by  employee 
Animals       ....... 

Totals .  768  100,0 


Number  of 

Per  Cent 

Casea 

of  Total 

483 

62.9 

132 

17.2 

60 

7.8 

20 

2.6 

18 

2.3 

17 

2.2 

15 

2.0 

12 

1.6 

8 

1.0 

3 

.4 
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The  following  table  shows  the  cause  of  injury  in  specific  eye  cases. 


Cause  of  Injurt 
Hand  tools 

Machinery  .... 
Miscellaneous  causes     . 
Fires, explosions,  electricity,  etc. 
Vehicles       .... 
Falls  of  persons    . 
Handling  of  objects 
Animals       .... 


Total 


21 


Number  of 


28 
17 
10 
5 
4 
4 
2 
1 


71 


Two  of  the  cases  classified  under  "hand  tools"  are  cases  in  which  the  employees 
are  totally  blind  because,  although  the  present  injury  involved  only  one  eye,  these 
employees  had  previously  lost  the  sight  in  the  other. 


MAXIMUM  PAYMENT  CASES 

The  following  table  shows,  for  the  years  ending  June  30,  1934,  1935,  1936, 
1937,  and  1938  the  number  of  non-fatal  cases  closed  by  the  pajnuent  of  the  max- 
imum amount  payable  under  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act.  The  year  in 
which  the  accident  occurred  and  the  type  of  compensation  paid  is  also  given. 


Year  Compensation 

Years, 

Ending  June  30,  in 

Which  Accident  Occurred 

ENDED  AND  TtPE 

OF  Compensation 

Paid 

1918 
to 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

Totals 

19S4 

Total    . 

- 

1 

1 

5 

4 

25 

6 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

42 

Total  and  Partial    . 

1 

2 

4 

4 

7 

4 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

22 

Total  and  Specific  . 

- 

— 

2 

1 

3 

10 

3 

- 

— 

— 

— 

19 

Total,  Partial  and 

Specific 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 

Totals    . 

4 

4 

10 

11 

15 

41 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

94 

19S5 

Total    . 

- 

- 

3 

4 

4 

8 

43 

9 

_ 

_ 

_ 

71 

Total  and  Partial    . 

3 

— 

3 

1 

1 

5 

5 

_ 

_ 

_ 

18 

Total  and  Specific  . 

- 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3 

11 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

IS 

Total,  Partial  and 

Specific 

- 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

10 

Totals    . 

3 

1 

9 

7 

8 

17 

60 

12 

~~ 

- 

- 

117 

1936 

Total    . 

- 

- 

2 

1 

2 

4 

8 

45 

3 

_ 

_ 

65 

Total  and  Partial   . 

1 

1 

— 

2 

3 

5 

3 

8 

_ 

_ 

_ 

28 

Total  and  Specific  . 

1 

— 

1 

4 

— 

4 

3 

14 

5 

_ 

_ 

32 

Total,  Partial  and 

Specific 

3 
5 

1 

2 

1 
4 

7 

1 
6 

3 
16 

5 
19 

67 

8 

_ 



14 

Totals    . 

134 

19S7 

Total    . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

7 

11 

30 

5 

_ 

56 

Total  and  Partial  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

4 

4 

11 

_ 

25 

Total  and  Specific  . 

- 

- 

— 

2 

2 

3 

1 

12 

1 

_ 

21 

Total,  Partial  and 

Specific 

3 

2 

— 

2 

1 

_ 

3 

4 

2 

_ 

_ 

17 

Partial  only  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Totals 

3 

2 

- 

4 

6 

6 

17 

20 

66 

6 

~~ 

120 

19S8 

Total    . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

2 

9 

8 

21 

3 

45 

Total  and  partial   . 

1 

— 

1 

- 

3 

1 

4 

3 

8 

2 

23 

Total  and  specific  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

_ 

— 

4 

7 

_ 

12 

Total,  partial  and 

specific 

4 

1 

- 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

4 

- 

- 

21 

Totals    . 

5 

1 

1 

2 

5 

5 

9 

16 

24 

30 

3 

101 

Grand  Totals 

20 

10 

24 

31 

40 

85 

114 

115 

88 

36 

3 

566 

22 
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During  the  five  year  period  covered  by  the  above  table,  there  were  566  non- 
fatal cases  in  which  the  maximum  compensation  payable  under  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act  was  paid.  In  381  of  these  cases,  the  employees  were  receiving 
total  disability  compensation  when  the  total  amount  due  had  been  paid. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  cases  by  the  type  of  disability 
and  the  percentage  distribution. 


Type  of  Disability 

Total  only 

Total  and  partial           ...... 

Total  and  s.pecific          .                    .          .          .          . 

Total,  partial  and  s,pecific      ..... 

Partial  only           ....... 

Number  of 

Cases 

279 

111 

102 

73 

1 

Per  Cent 
49.3 
19.6 
18.0 
12.9 
.2 

Totals 


100.0 


The  following  table  shows  by  location  and  nature  of  injury  and  by  type  of  dis- 
ability, the  distribution  of  maximum  payment  cases  closed  during  the  year  July  1, 
1937  to  June  30,  1938. 

The  classifications  "fractures"  and  "amputations"  contained  the  largest  number 
of  cases,  each  having  33.  However,  it  appears  that  th^  fractures  caused  a  more 
serious  disability  as  in  25  cases  the  employees  were  still  totally  disabled  at  the 
end  of  the  compensation  period  as  compared  with  12  of  the  amputation  cases. 


Maximum  Payment  Cases  in  Which  the  Last  Payment  was  Made  During  the 

Year  July  1,  1937  to  June  30,  1938,  by  Location  and  Nature  of 

Injury  and  by  Type  of  Disability. 


Type  of 

Disability 

Location  and  Nature  of  Injjjbt 

Total 
Only 

Total 

and 

Partial 

Total 

and 

Specific 

Total, 
Partial, 

and 
Specific 

Total 
Cases 

Abrasions,  Bruises,  Contusions 

Trunk    

Upper  extremities    .... 
Lower  extremities    .... 
Body 

2 

1 
1 

2 
1 
1 

- 

- 

4 
1 

1 
1 

1 

Cuts,  Punctures,  Lacerations 
Trunk    .          .          .      '    . 
Upper  extremities    .... 

\         _ 

2 

1 
1 

: 

_ 

2 

1 
1 

Dislocations         .          .          .          . 

Upper  extremities    .... 

. 

1 
1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Fractures   ...... 

Head 

Trunk    

Upper  extremities    .         •.          . 
Lower  extremities    .... 

.       25 
2 
2 
2 

.       19 

8 

1 
3 

4 

- 

- 

33 
2 
3 
5 

23 

Sprains  and  Strains     .... 

Trunk    

Upper  extremities    .... 

9 
8 
1 

8 
6 
2 

- 

_ 

17 

14 

3 

Another 

Trunk    

Lower  extremities    .... 

5 
1 
4 

_ 

- 

-: 

5 

1 
4 

Occupational  Diseases 

Dermatitis      ..... 
Pneumoconiosis        .          .          ,          . 
Fumes   ...... 

4 
1 
1 
2 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

6 
2 

1 
3 

Ampuiations        ..... 

Head 

Upper  extrejQities    .... 
Lower  extremities    .... 

:    - 

- 

12 
3* 
5 

4 

21 

5 

15 

1 

33 
8 

20 
5 

Totals 

.       45 

23 

12 

21 

101 

*  In  one  of  these  cases  the  employee,  who  had  previously  lost  the  sight  in  one  eye,  sustained  an  injury 
resulting  in  the  loss  of  vision  in  the  other. 
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DEPENDENCY  IN  FATAL  CASES  NOT  INSURED  UNDER  THE  ACT 

From  July  1,  1937  to  June  30,  1938,  there  were  22  non-insured  fatal  cases.  The 
dependents  in  these  cases  obtained  their  reUef  by  settlement,  voluntary  agreement, 
or  through  legal  procedure. 

The  information  contained  below  was  obtained  by  questionnaires  sent  to  the 
dependents  or  by  personal  interview. 


Not  Insured  Fatal  Injuries,  by  Industries 

Indubtbt 

Number  of 
Cases 

Industbt 

Number  of 
Cases 

Wholesale  and  retail  trade 
Steam  railroads 
Shipbuilding   . 
Transportation,  road,  etc. 
Building  trades 
Leather  manufacture 
Total 

7 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 

Iron  and  steel     . 
Water  transportation 
Service       .... 
Paper  manufacture 
Farming    .... 
Manvifacture  of  fireworks     . 

22 

The  average  age  of  the  employees  at  the  time  of  death  was  44  years,  and  the 
average  weeldy  wages  were  $27.92. 

The  possible  maximum  payment  to  the  dependents  in  these  cases,  if  insured 
under  the  Act,  is  $101,010.00.  There  were  20  cases  in  which  dependency  was 
total.  In  all  but  one  of  these  cases  the  minimum  amount  due  would  have  been 
$4,000.    There  was  one  case  in  which  the  widow  died  shortly  after  the  employee. 

There  were  2  no  dependency  cases  on  each  of  which  $150  would  have  been  due 
for  funeral  expenses  and  $500  in  one  case  and  $1,000  in  the  other  to  the  Conmion- 
wealth  under  Chapter  152,  s.  65. 

In  only  9  of  these  cases  were  we  able  to  obtain  accurate  figures  as  to  the  amount 
paid  by  non-insured  employers  to  the  dependents  of  their  fatally  injured  employees. 
The  amount  paid  was  $37,774.50  or  an  average  of  $4,197.16  per  case.  In  comparing 
this  recovery  with  that  provided  by  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  the  cost 
of  litigation  together  with  medical  payments  for  last  illness,  should  be  kept  in  mind 
In  the  other  cases,  figures  are  unavailable,  either  because  the  claims  have  not  been 
adjudicated  or  settled  or  because  of  the  reluctance  of  the  parties  to  disclose  in- 
formation. 

Last  year  the  total  amount  of  the  settlements  reported  in  10  cases  was  $21,243.00. 

A  statistical  tabulation  of  these  cases  follows: 


Dependents  and  Amount 

Payable  in  Analagous 

Industry  and  Occupation 

Age 

Wages 

Cases 

Settlement 

Wholesale,  retail  trade,  laborer 

55 

$21.00 

Widow 

$4,000 

$4,500.00 

Wholesale,  retail  trade,  helper 

56 

$26.00 

Widow         .          .          . 

$210* 

$4,500.00 

Wholesale,  retail  trade,  metal  cleaner 

60 

$18.00 

Widow 

$4,000 

$3,000.00 

Wholesale,  retail  trade,  metal  cleaner 

35 

$21.12 

Widow 

$4,000 

$2,000.00 

Water  transportation,  stevedore 

foreman  ..... 

51 

$40.00 

1  child 

$4,000 

$6,400.00 

Shipbuilding,  reamer 

45 

$39.35 

Widow  and  7  children 

$6,400 

$6,400.00 

Steam  railroad,  laborer 

20 

$11.28 

None 

$1,150 

$2,000.00 

Leather  manufacturer,  laborer 

44 

$20.00 

Widow 

$4,000 

$3,474.50 

Manufacture  of  fireworks,  loader   . 

41 

$22.00 

Widow  and  6  children 

$9,550 

$5,500.00 

$37,310   $37,774.50 
*  In  this  case  the  widow  died  a  few  weeks  after  the  employee  and  the  settlement  was  paid  to  her  estate. 

An  analysis  of  dependency  is  of  value  in  uninsured  cases  in  showing  upon  whom 
the  burden  fell. 


Depbndenct 


Dependency  in  Uninsured  Fatal  Cases 

Dependency 


Number 
of  Cases 


Number 
of  Cases 


Widow  and  7  children 
Widow  and  6  children 
Widow  and  5  children 
Widow  and  3  children 
Widow  and  2  children 


Widow  and  1  child 

Widow 

One  child 

Sister  . 

No  dependents 
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THE  MEDICAL  DIVISION 

The  work  accomplished  by  the  Medical  Division  of  the  Board  under  the  super- 
vision of  its  medical  advisor/  is  briefly  presented  in  this  chapter.  A  more  detailed 
statement  of  the  work  and  functions  of  this  department  will  be  found  in  the  sixth 
annual  report. 

Insurers  reported  pajrments  for  medical  and  hospital  services,  on  injuries 
occurring  during  the  period  July  1,  1937  to  June  30,  1938,  in  the  sum  of 
$2,312,589.65.  This  sum  represents  35.1  per  cent  of  the  total  benefits  for  the 
year.  During  this  period,  104,006  injured  employees  were  furnished  either  medical 
or  hospital  treatment  or  both. 

Many  problems  have  grown  out  of  the  large  number  of  cases  which  have  re- 
quired the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  Medical  Division,  including  advice  as  to 
the  reasonableness  of  the  charges  of  physicians  and  hospitals  in  disputed  cases, 
adequacy  of  the  treatment  provided,  additional  treatment  beyond  the  first  two 
weeks  after  the  injury,  whether  the  employee's  incapacity  for  work  as  a  result 
of  the  injury  had  terminated  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  other  medical  questions. 

Impartial  physicians  are  appointed  by  the  Members  of  the  Board.  During 
the  year  covered  by  this  report,  1,937  impartial  examinations  have  been  made  at 
a  total  cost  of  $15,628.09.  In  addition  to  this  sum,  $398.75  was  paid  out  on 
account  of  services  of  impartial  physicians  at  hearings  on  disputed  cases,  and  for 
hospital  records  obtained  by  the  Board. 

The  medical  work  of  the  Board  has  been  administered  from  the  viewpoint  that 
employees  are  entitled  to  adequate  medical  and  hospital  treatment,  but  that  the 
cost  of  such  treatment  should  be  reasonable. 

iMatthew  V.  Norton,  M.  D. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  GENERAL  LAWS,  CHAPTER  152  OR  LEGISLATION 

RELATING  THERETO 

The  following  amendments  were  enacted  during  the  1939  session: 

Chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  of  the  General  Laws  is  hereby  amended  by 
striking  out  section  thirty-three,  as  appearing  in  the  Tercentenary  Edition,  and 
inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following: — Section  33.  In  all  cases  the  insurer  shall 
pay  the  reasonable  expense  of  burial,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
(Approved  March  20,  1939.— Effective  June  18,  1939.) 

Chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  of  the  General  Laws  is  hereby  amended  by 
striking  out  section  four,  as  appearing  in  the  Tercentenary  Edition,  and  inserting 
in  place  thereof  the  following: — Section  4.  The  Department  shall,  as  early  as  is 
consistent  with  full  and  accurate  preparation,  make  an  annual  report  covering 
the  preceding  calendar  year.    {Approved  March  20,  1939. — Effective  June  18,  1939.) 

Whereas,  The  deferred  operation  of  this  act  would  tend  to  defeat  its  purpose, 
therefore  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  an  emergency  law,  necessary  for  the  immediate 
preservation  of  the  public  convenience. 

Section  eighteen  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  of  the  General  Laws, 
as  amended  by  chapter  one  hundred  and  two  of  the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and 
thirty-eight,  is  hereby  further  amended  by  inserting  after  the  word  "person"  in 
the  fourteenth  line  the  following  sentence: — The  insurer  shall  also  be  entitled  to 
recover  from  the  uninsured  independent  contractor  or  the  uninsured  sub-contractor 
all  compensation  benefits  and  expenses,  medical,  hospital  or  otherwise,  that  it  has 
paid  or  may  become  obligated  to  pay  on  account  of  any  injury  to  the  employee  or 
employees  of  any  such  uninsured  independent  contractor  or  uninsured  sub- 
contractor; provided,  that  this  provision  shall  not  authorize  the  insurer  to  recover 
from  such  a  contractor  or  sub-contractor  an  amount  which,  together  with  any  sum 
recovered  under  this  chapter  from  any  other  person  on  account  of  the  payment  of 
compensation  to  such  employee  or  employees,  will  exceed  in  the  aggregate  the 
amount  of  such  compensation  benefits  and  expenses, — so  as  to  read  as  follows: — 
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Section  18.  If  an  insured  person  enters  into  a  contract,  written  or  oral,  with  an 
independent  contractor  to  do  such  person's  work,  or  if  such  a  contractor  enters 
into  -a  contract  with  a  sub-contractor  to  do  all  or  any  part  of  the  work  comprised 
in  such  contract  with  the  insured,  and  the  insurer  would,  if  such  work  were  executed 
by  employees  immediately  employed  by  the  insured,  be  liable  to  pay  compensation 
under  this  chapter  to  those  employees,  the  insurer  shall  pay  to  such  employees 
any  compensation  which  would  be  payable  to  them  under  this  chapter  if  the 
independent  or  sub-contractors  were  insured  persons.  The  insurer,  however,  shall 
be  entitled  to  recover  indemnity  from  any  other  person  who  would  have  been 
liable  to  such  employees  independently  of  this  section;  and  if  the  insurer  has  paid 
compensation  under  this  section,  it  may  enforce,  in  the  name  of  the  employee  or 
in  its  own  name  and  for  its  benefit,  the  liability  of  such  other  person.  The  insurer 
shall  also  be  entitled  to  recover  from  the  uninsured  independent  contractor  or 
the  uninsured  sub-contractor  all  compensation  benefits  and  expenses,  medical, 
hospital  or  otherwise,  that  it  has  paid  or  may  become  obligated  to  pay  on  account 
of  any  injury  to  the  employee  or  employees  of  any  such  uninsured  independent 
contractor  or  uninsured  sub-contractor;  provided,  that  this  provision  shall  not 
authorize  the  insurer  to  recover  from  such  a  contractor  or  sub-contractor  an 
amount  which,  together  with  any  sum  recovered  under  this  chapter  from  any  other 
person  on  account  of  the  payment  of  compensation  to  such  employee  or  employees, 
will  exceed  in  the  aggregate  the  amount  of  such  compensation  benefits  and  expenses. 
This  section  shall  not  apply  to  any  contract  of  an  independent  or  sub-contractor 
which  is  merely  ancillary  and  incidental  to,  and  is  no  part  of  or  process  in,  the 
trade  or  business  carried  on  by  the  insured,  nor  to  any  case  where  the  injury  occurred 
elsewhere  than  on,  in  or  about  the  premises  on  which  the  contractor  has  undertaken 
to  execute  the  work  for  the  insured  or  which  are  under  the  control  or  management 
of  the  insured.  The  word  "premises",  as  used  in  this  section,  shall  include  the 
public  highways  if  the  contract  requires  or  necessitates  the  use  of  the  public  high- 
ways.    {Approved  March  27,  1939.— Effective  March  27,  1939.) 

Section  1.  Section  eleven  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  of  the  General 
Laws,  as  most  recently  amended  by  chapter  four  hundred  and  eighty-four  of  the 
acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-five,  is  hereby  further  amended  by  adding  at 
the  end  the  following  new  paragraph: — 

In  rendering  a  decree  under  this  section  or  following  a  rescript  of  the  supreme 
judicial  court  after  an  appeal  from  such  a  decree,  the  superior  court  shall  award 
costs  to  the  prevailing  party,  to  be  taxed  as  in  actions  at  law;  but  this  provision 
shall  not  authorize  the  awarding  of  costs  to  or  against  the  industrial  accident  board. 

Section  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  September  first  in  the  current  year. 
{Approved  May  17,  1939.)— 

The  following  amendment  to  G.  L.  c.  32,  relating  to  G.  L.  c.  152,  was  enacted 
during  the  1936  session: 

Section  1.  Chapter  thirty-two  of  the  General  Laws  is  hereby  amended  by 
striking  out  sections  twenty-six  to  thirty-one,  inclusive,  as  appearing  in  the  Ter- 
centenary Edition,  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  fifteen  following  sections. 
(Of  the  fifteen  sections,  31d  alone  relates  to  workmen's  compensation.) 

Section  31D.  Compensation  Benefits  Offset.  Any  amounts  paid  or  payable 
by  the  city  or  town  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  to 
a  member  or  to  the  dependents  of  a  member  on  account  of  death  or  disability  shall 
be  offset  against  and  payable  in  lieu  of  any  benefits  under  sections  twenty-six 
to  thirty-one  H,  inclusive,  payable  out  of  funds  provided  by  the  city  or  town 
on  account  of  the  death  or  disability  of  such  member.  In  case  of  a  lump  sum 
settlement  under  said  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-two,  if  the  amount  of  said 
settlement  is  less  than  the  reserve  on  the  pension  otherwise  payable,  such  amount 
shall  be  deducted  from  such  pension  reserve,  and  such  benefits  as  may  be  provided 
by  the  pension  reserve  so  reduced  shall  be  payable. 

Section  4.  Section  seventy-three  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  of  the 
General  Laws,  as  appearing  in  the  Tercentenary  Edition,  is  hereby  amended  by 
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inserting  after  the  word  "both"  in  the  fifth  line  the  following: — ,  except  in  the 
manner  and  to  the  extent  provided  by  section  thirty-one  D  of  chapter  thirty-two, — 
so  that  the  first  sentence  will  read  as  follows: — 

Any  person  entitled  to  receive  compensation  as  provided  by  section  sixty-nine 
from  the  commonwealth  or  from  such  county,  city,  town  or  district,  who  is  also 
entitled  to  a  pension  by  reason  of  the  same  injury,  shall  elect  whether  he  will 
receive  such  compensation  or  such  pension,  and  shall  not  receive  both,  except  in 
the  manner  and  to  the  extent  provided  by  section  thirty-one  D  of  chapter  thirty- 
two.     {Approved  June  3,  1936. — In  effect  September  1,  1936.) 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES. 

Table  I. — Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Cases  Insured  and  not 
Insured,  July  1,  1937  to  June  30,  1938 


Industries 

Agiicolture,  Forestry  and  Animal  Husbandry 

Agriculture  ......... 

Forestry      .......... 

Animal  husbandry         ........ 

Ice  harvesting      ......... 

Extraction  of  Minerals 
Quarrying   .......... 

Building  Trades 
Carpentei    .......... 

Electrician  ......... 

Mason         .......... 

Plumber      .......... 

Painter        .......... 

Roofers        .......... 

Iron  workers  (in  building  trades  only)     ..... 

Hand  trades,  all  other  ........ 

Chemical  and  Allied  Products 
Fertilizers   .......... 

Paints,  varnish  and  japanning        ...... 

Powder,  cartridges,  fireworks,  etc.,  makers       .... 

Soap  makers         ......... 

Other  chemical  workers  ....... 

Clay,  Glass  and  Stone  Products 
Brickmakers         ......... 

Potteries     .......... 

Tile  makers  ......... 

Glass  makers,  workers  ........ 

Lime,  cement  and  gypsum    ....... 

Marble  and  stone  cutters       ....... 

Mica  and  isinglass         ........ 

Clothing 
Clothing  makers  .  .  .  .  .  .        • . 

Corset  makers      ......... 

Hat  makers;  wool  and  felt     ....... 

Shirt,  collar  and  cuff  makers  ...... 

Food  and  Kindred  Products 
Bakeries      .......... 

Butter  and  cheese  makers      ....... 

Candy  .......... 

Fish  curers  and  packers         ....... 

Flour  and  grain  mills    ........ 

Fruit  and  vegetable  canners  ....... 

Slaughtering  and  packing  houses    ...... 

Sugar  makers  and  refiners     ....... 

Other  food  preparers     ........ 

Iron  and  Steel  and  Their  Products 
Agricultural  implements        ....... 

Automobile  factories     ........ 

Car  and  railroad  shops  .  .  .  .  .  ... 

Foundries  and  metal  working,  tools         ..... 

Ship  and  boat  building  ....... 

Wagons  and  carriages  ........ 

Other  iron  and  steel  workers  ...... 

Leather  and  its  Finished  Products 
Hampss  and  saddle  makers  and  repairers         .... 

Leather  belt,  leather  case,  pocket-book  makers 

Shoes  .......... 

Tanneries    .......... 

Trunk  makers      ......... 

Liquors  and  Beverages 
Breweries    . 
Distilleries  .......... 

Other  liquor  and  beverage  workers  ..... 

Lumber  and  its  Re-manufacture 
Box  makers  (wood)       ........ 

Furniture    .......... 

Pianos  and  organs         ........ 

Saw  and  planing  mills  ..;..... 

Wood  heels  ......... 

Other  wood  workers      ........ 

Metals  and  Metal  Products  Other  than  Iron  and  Steel 
Brass  mills  .......... 

Clock  factories     ......... 

Copper  factories  ......... 

Gold  and  silver  factories        ....... 

Jewelry  factories  ........ 

Lead  and  zinc  factories  ....... 

Tin  plate  factories         ........ 

Watch  factories   ......... 

Copper  and  brass  factories    . 
Other  metal  workers     . 


Insured 


Not 
Insured 


Total 


471 

13 

484 

343 

9 

352 

83 

2 

85 

29 

1 

30 

16 

1 

17 

31 

27 

58 

31 

27 

58 

2,719 

28 

2,747 

431 

— 

431 

121 

— 

121 

182 

4 

186 

258 

1 

259 

158 

13 

171 

129 

— 

129 

135 

— 

135 

1,305 

10 

1,315 

291 

9 

300 

23 

— 

23 

36 

— 

36 

2 

9 

11 

32 

— 

32 

198 

- 

198 

217 

6 

223 

46 

— 

46 

22 

— 

22 

1 

— 

1 

27 

_ 

27 

79 

3 

82 

36 

3 

39 

6 

- 

6 

436 

7 

443 

298 

7 

305 

8 

— 

8 

100 

— 

100 

30 

- 

30 

1,889 

139 

2,028 

462 

16 

478 

149 

87 

236 

178 

3 

181 

374 

11 

385 

8 

— 

8 

28 

2 

30 

433 

1 

434 

50 

— 

50 

207 

19 

226 

2,730 

372 

3,102 

15 

— 

15 

160 

4 

164 

11 

11 

22 

1,169 

149 

1,318 

94 

148 

242 

1 

— 

1 

1,280 

60 

1,340 

1,711 

132 

1,843 

2 

- 

2 

81 

6 

87 

1,110 

29 

1,139 

512 

97 

609 

6 

- 

6 

288 

_ 

288 

137 

— 

137 

21 

— 

21 

130 

- 

130 

889 

24 

913 

120 

— 

120 

345 

4 

349 

23 

— 

23 

119 

6 

125 

42 

— 

42 

240 

14 

2.54 

416 

1 

417 

12 

— 

12 

10 

— 

10 

34 

— 

34 

79 

— 

79 

61 

— 

61 

47 

1 

48 

24 

— 

24 

24 

— 

24 

10 

— 

10 

115 

- 

115 
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Table  I. — Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Cases  Insured  and  not 
Insured,  July  1,  1937  to  June  30,  1938 — Continued 


Industries 


Insured 


Not 
Insured 


Total 


Paper 

Box  makers  ....... 

Makers  of  blank  books,  envelopes,  tags  and  labels,  bags 
Paper  and  pulp  mills     ...... 

Pulp  mills   ........ 

Other  paper  goods         ...... 


Printing  and  Bookbinding 

Printing  and  publishing  establishments  . 

Textiles 

Carpet  mills  ...... 

Cotton  mills  ...... 

Dyeing  and  finishing  textiles 

Hemp  and  jute  mills     ..... 

Knitting  mills       ...... 

Linen  mills  ...... 

Print  works  ...... 

Rope  and  cordage  factories,  twine 
Sail,  awning  and  tent  makers 

Silk  mills 

Woolen  mills,  worsted  mills 
Not  specified  textile  workers 

Miscellaneous  Industries 

Broomi  and  brush  makers       .... 

Cigars  and  tobacco        ..... 

Electric  light  and  power  companies 
Electrical  supplies  ..... 

Gas  works  ...... 

Water  power         ...... 

Oil  works     ....... 

Rubber  factories  ...... 

Straw  workers      ...... 

Gas  and  electric  companies    .... 

Asbestos      ....... 

Other  miscellaneous  industries  and  occupations 

Water  Transportation 


Water  transportation 

Transportation,  Road,  etc.   . 

Construction  and  maintenance  of  roads,  streets,  etc. 
Livery  stables  and  garages     ..... 

Cab  and  taxi  companies,  buses,  not  street  railway  buses 
Street  railways     ....... 

Steam  railroads    ....... 


Express  Companies 


Express  companies 

Telephone  and  Telegraph 

Telephone  and  telegraph        .... 


Air  Transportation 


Air  transportation 

Other  Persons  in  Transportation 

Other  persons  in  transportation      . 

Trade 

Banking  and  brokerage 

Insurance    ..... 

Real  Estate  .... 

Elevators     ..... 

Warehouses  and  cold  storage  plants 

Other  persons  in  trade 

Clerical  assistants  (industry,  business  or  profession  not  specified) 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Trade 
Automobiles 
Clothing 
Filling  stations 
Food  . 
Furniture 
All  other  wholesale  and  retail  trade 

Professional  Service 

Professional  service,  all  kinds 


Domestic  and  Personal  Service 

Occupations  not  in  industries  .  .  .  . 

Laundry  and  laundry  work   .  .  .  .  . 


1,074 

33 

1,107 

184 

12 

196 

104 

1 

105 

528 

19 

547 

11 

- 

11 

247 

1 

248 

517 

4 

521 

517 

4 

521 

2,056 

144 

2,200 

55 

- 

55 

699 

77 

776 

191 

2 

193 

11 

— 

11 

112 

_ 

112 

15 

_ 

15 

70 

2 

72 

30 

_ 

30 

12 

— 

12 

95 

2 

97 

581 

48 

629 

185 

13 

198 

2,011 

82 

2,093 

22 

1 

23 

12 

_ 

12 

188 

2 

190 

348 

19 

367 

150 

— 

150 

5 

- 

5 

172 

- 

172 

345 

37 

382 

6 

— 

6 

57 

_ 

57 

6 

3 

9 

700 

20 

720 

237 

24 

261 

237 

24 

261 

2,648 

348 

2,996 

1,706 

7 

1,713 

636 

5 

641 

50 

3 

53 

256 

50 

306 

- 

283 

283 

662 

313 

975 

662 

313 

975 

2 

138 

140 

2 

138 

140 

3 

_ 

3 

3 

- 

3 

161 

_ 

161 

161 

- 

161 

5,878 

539 

6,417 

115 

3 

118 

155 

8 

163 

367 

3 

370 

26 

— 

26 

148 

— 

148 

232 

6 

238 

20 

- 

20 

192 

5 

197 

258 

2 

260 

145 

3 

148 

1,798 

420 

2,218 

135 

— 

135 

2,287 

89 

2,376 

964 

18 

982 

964 

18 

982 

2,670 

88 

2,758 

2,343 

54 

2,397 

327 

34 

361 

Grand  Total 


30,971 


2,489         33,460 
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Table  II. — Insurance  Transactions  Under  the  Act,  filed  by  Insurance  Companies 
on  Injuries  Reported  for  the  Year,  July  1,  1937  to  June  30,  1938 

Number  of  employees  who  lost  no  time  from  work,  but  required  medical  services       69,674 

Payments  made  .......-••  ^^Q^'no^'oo 

Outstanding  payments  .......-•  34,091.99 

$577,218.94 
Number  of  employees  who  were  not  disabled  more  than  7  days,  but  required 

medical  services   ..........         13,979 

Payments  made  ..........  '  i^'q^o'Ir 

Outstanding  payments  .  .  .  .  .  .  -  •  •  17,372.46 

$186,920.18 
Number  of  employees  receiving  compensation  only        .....  1,065 

Payments  made oo'eni   t5 

Outstanding  payments         .........  28,891.14 

$122,968.60 
Number  of  employees  receiving  both  medical  services  and  compensation  .        20,195 

Medical  payments  made       .........  ^^'qooior   ia 

Medical  payments  outstanding     ........  392,196.19 

$1,545,952.45 

Compensation  payments  made     ...  .  .  .  .  .  $2,074,518.33 

Compensation  payments  outstanding    .......  1,538,115.71 

$3,612,634.04 
Number  of  cases  requiring  neither  the  payment  of  compensation  nor  medical  .         17,914 

Total  dependency  fatals     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  .  115 

Compensation  payments  made      ........  00*077 '  on 

Outstanding  compensation  payments    .......  433,377 .  89 

$482,842.73 

Partial  dependency  fatals  . 28  »i«  roR  in 

Compensation  payments  made     .  .  .  .  .  .  .      ,    .  $io,o30 .  ly 

Outstanding  compensation  payments    .......  25,7/3.00 

$42,309.19 
No  dependency  fatals  ...........  15 

Payments  made  ..........  noKo '  nn 

Payments  outstanding  .........  10,259 .  00 

$15,355.00 


Number  of  fatal  cases  reported  to  insurance  companies  ......  158 

Number  of  non-fatal  cases  reported  to  insurance  companies  ......  122,827 

Total  number  reported  to  insurance  companies    ........  122,985 

Total  medical  paid $1,868,300.01 

Total  medical  outstanding 444,289.64 

$2,312,589.65 

Total  fatal  compensation  paid    ...........  $71,097.03 

Total  fatal  compensation  outstanding  .........  469,409.89 

$540,506.92 

Total  non-fatal  compensation  paid       ..........     $2,168,595.79 

Total  non-fatal  compensation  outstanding   .........        1,567,006.85 

$3,735,602.64 

Total  payments  made $4,107,992.83 

Total  payments  outstanding       .......;.••       2,480,706 .  38 

$6,588,699.21 


30 


P.  D. 105 


•—■ 

»«iOOO)t~ 

aooo 

ifitooiMMeccooeo 

»*co-*oaioo 

l«  to  IN  t-i  t>  Ol  >0  lO 

©ff^OONOO 

1 

>«CC«C*)'-c 

ifius 

«5O-<00iO>nc^MW 

00  IN  CO  "I  IN  00 

»<-*(N       iNt-CO 

too       0»(N 

•*03 

>e  ■*  1-H  rt  <N -^ -H  rt  M 

fi                       rt 

fS 

'J"  CO 

EH 

<s                                 -^" 

ifion  1   1 

1    1 

<s  t^  IN  ffl  m  oi  lo  wfl 

«rt    1      1    r-tr^ 

^rt 1  1 ^^  1  ^ 

OOCO     1    rt-H 

o>^ 

00                               •* 

N** 

If 

(NT»<M  1    r 

«H  I.H 

^  >0  ■>*  <M  lO  CO  ■*  CO  00 

J      1      1      1      1      1 

(SI       1       1    -H     1    rt     1 

0000    1     1     t 

-L?* 

^-H         rt         i-H                CO 

;5^ 

o  (u 

Tji«>Ort    1 

wco 

rt -H  ;0  (M  O  ■*  m  t^  CD 

^CO"-!    1   cot- 

©-H    1     1  IN'tlN-H 

tfSOO    1   CO-H 

TjlC)       rtp-pH            to 

W^ 

" 

2^ 

H5050-*    1 

'*■* 

W  ■*  t^  O  O  1"  «  CO  M 

«^COIN->J(co 

«iN    1   rtlN-<Tlt    1 

OOrH     1     t,     t 

(C 

^(M  l-H 

MCO        rtrtrH         r^lN 

M                            rt 

>4 

N<N 

H 

?: 
s 

«^ 

(S                                              -1 

HI 

n 

^1 

■< 

C^OONU)-* 

©o 

lfit»-H'<)H00Ol-*ON 

(^IN«5COeOi» 

OOS"*  1  -^oco  1 

MM-Hcot- 

n 

+3    QJ 

?.>n-< 

wt^ 

oOt^NcocoiMiNeoeo 

^                       IN 

M                           rH 

t«-<f        rH 

» 

Q 

^^ 

^                       w 

g 

§ 

Hi 

^■3 

*t 

Oe"3««(M 

>eo 

t»b-05'*t-(Nr^i-iO 

O^  r-l  »H  i-t  tM  lO 

#>lO    1     1    i-ito©-* 

OOrH  t- IN 

i^ 

■«   V 

WN 

^CO       ..H(Nrt-Hrt(M 

»N                           i-H 

to  IN 

'-' 

w^ 

<S                                               r-l 

» 

^ 

n 

■< 

H 

H 

o  o 

^(M-*rH(M 

«Ht, 

oococoiNoom'Ocoai 

00  lo  COIN  com 

£-*IN    1  ®OC0h< 

tSCOrHf-HH 

^ 

-W     QJ 

mio 

t>  ■* -H  IN  IM -H  "< -^  <N 

fS                       N 

M                           rl 

IftCO       .-» 

«^ 

fs                          -H 

E^ 

fCQOOSIM'* 

t^t. 

■«"5(MC00JCO00C0"O 

ff>-<tco  1  eoo5 

N'^iN  1  Nosm  1 

OOCOrHCOUJ 

e^ 

-f^  s 

tsin 

©io-H(NtO'-i      H<eo 

ff)                       IN 

<*S                       —1 

>0'*        -^ 

0 

K 

n 

-^ 

«J                        ^ 

t»  5 

o^ 

^  t^ooo-^ 

<OtO 

^ -H  CO  O  N  O  ■*  CO -H 

^COOSN'O'O 

«iNOJ    1   lO'liOO    1 

IftrHNCOCO 

^Q 

«tOC<l 

in  t»  (M  CO  "5  (N  IN  IN -H 

sO                                   Tjl 

•.jirt             ,^ 

OOCO       1^ 

O  c3 

^  !N  ?0  lOf-t 

•*-* 

OC000'*01-^C0-*>O 

Neoos  1  cot^ 

'I'ooio  1  co-*eo-< 

^^INCOiO 

-Q 

Ifi-* 

fO-*'-lrHCO'H-H,-lt- 

^                       IN 

to                              r^ 

•^la 

0-3   t  to 

,    o  rt  rt  OJ 

b  d43.S+3 

OO-^CO--"    1 

1    1 

t<.C0'<!t<-*C0IN>O'*C<l 

•>1'    1   IN    1  C0  0> 

>n  1    1    1    1  iNiN.-* 

tSiN    1   OOIN 

^ll°i 

OOiN                  •->            CO 

'^ 

"• 

I-  3*03  k  S 

0}  «-^  So-S 

1  1  1  1  1 

1  1 

(s-H  1    1   1  -H  r   1   1 

1   1   1   1   1   1 

-N    1      1      1      1      1    rH    1 

1     1     1     1     1 

.a 

kfiCOfN    I     I 

1    1 

«-H<N    1   COO-HrtO 

<S     1      1    r-l     1    rH 

fS     1       1       1       1    rHrH     | 

-NrH     I       1       1 

cd 

«S                                       1-1 

Q 

"eS 

^IN  O  O  t^ 

00  00 

t»r-i.-ic0  0J'-iO'0"5 

©COCC-HINOO 

to  CO  <N  rH  |>  IN  OS  CO 

tOiOOOOO 

Mioooro-* 

in>o 

■*eOINOO>Ot>INCO>-c 

©IN  CO  1-1  CO  CTi 

(N-*IN       <N00CO 

22     '^" 

O 

fn 

to                            rH 

cs 

^  CO     ^^ 

S 

2 

5      ^ 

go 

*J 

u 

9 

.... 

-< 

so 

"a 
o    _ 

1    «^ 

1 

•§•••• 

2  • 

S                                         lU 

^ 

e> 

Building  Trad 

Carpenters 

Electricians 

Masons    .          .          .          • 

Plumbers 

Painters  .          .          .          • 

Roofers    .          .        ...       • 

Iron  workers  (in  building  trad 

Hand  trades,  all  other 
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Agriculture,  Forestry 
Husbandry 

Agriculture 

Forestry  .... 
Animal  husbandry     . 
Ice  harvesting  . 

§  ■ 

0 
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3 

Ctiemical  and  AUie 

Fertilizers 

Paints,  varnish  and  japanmi 

Powder,  cartridges,  firework 

Soap  makers     . 

Other  chemical  workers      . 

Clay,  Glass  and  Stoa 

Brickmakers     . 

Potteries 

Tile  makers 

Glass  makers,  workers 

Lime,  cement  and  gypsum 

Marble  and.stone  cutters  . 

Mica  and  isinglass     . 

Clothing 

Clothing  makers 

Corset  makers 

Hat  makers,  wool  and  felt 

Shirt,  collar  and  cuff  makers 
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Makers  of  blank  books,  envelopes 

and  labels,  bags   . 
Paper  and  pulp  mills 
Pulp  mills       .... 
Other  paper  goods  . 

11 

2  '^ 
•§•1 

•BIlO. 

l« 

a 

Textiles 

Carpet  mills   .... 
Cotton  mills   .... 
Dyeing  and  finishing  textiles     . 
Hemp  and  jute  mills 
Knitting  mills 

Linen  mills      .... 
Print  works     . 

Rope  and  cordage  factories,  twin 
Sail,  awning  and  tent  makers    . 
Silk  mills         .... 
Woolen  mills,  worsted  mills 
Not  specified  textile  workers     . 

Miscellaneous  Industrlei 

Broom  and  brush  makers 
Cigars  and  tobacco 
Electric  light  and  power  compan 
Electrical  supplies   . 
Gas  works       .... 
Water  power  .... 
Oil  works        .... 
Rubber  factories 
Straw  workers 
Gas  and  electric  companies 
Asbestos         .... 
Other  miscellaneous  industries  an 
cupations    .... 
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Table  IX. — Cases  of  Infection,  by  Nature  of  Injury,  July  1,  1937,  to 
June  30,  1938 


Nature  of  Injury 


Totals 


Fatals 


Permanent 

Partial 
Disabilities 


Temporary 

Total 
Disabilities 


Abrasions,  contusions  and  bruises 

Burns  and  scalds   .  .  . 

Cuts,  punctures  and  lacerations 

Fractures      .... 

Sprains  and  strains 

All  other       .... 

Amputations 

Grand  Total     . 


475 

2 

- 

474 

104 

3 

1 

100 

1,978 

11 

2 

1,965 

19 

1 

2 

16 

4 

— 

— 

4 

456 

_ 

2 

454 

100 

- 

100 

- 

3,137 


17 


107 


3,013 
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Department  of  Industrial  Accidents 
272  State  House,  September  25,  1940. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  afid  House  of  Representatives: 

The  Department  of  Industrial  Accidents  has  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  its 
six  months  report  for  the  period  July  1,  1938  to  December  31,  1938. 

Respectfully, 

INDUSTRIAL  ACCIDENT  BOARD 


Emma  S.  Tousant,  Chairman 
Daniel  J.  Sullivan 
James  Farrell 
Stanley  W.  Wisnioski 


John  H.  Morris 
Nazzareno  Toscano 
Cyrus  C.  Rounseville 

Edward  P.  Doyle,  Secretary. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In  accordance  with  the  amendment  to  G.  L.  c.  152,  s.  4,  (Chap.  83,  Acts  of  1939), 
in  effect  June  18,  1939,  "the  Department  shall,  as  early  as  is  consistent  with  full 
and  accurate  preparation,  make  an  annual  report  covering  the  preceding  calendar 
year."  This  amendment  necessitated  the  publication  of  either  an  eighteen  month 
report,  or  a  six  month  report  to  bring  the  report  period  in  line  with  the  amendment. 
The  Department  chose  the  latter  course  as  the  better  arrangement. 

It  may  be  stated,  in  brief,  t!'  it  there  was  an  increase  in  the  percentage  of  tabu- 
latable  injuries  from  29.7  per  cd-  t  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1938  to  29.9  per  cent 
for  the  period  July  1,  1938  to  December  31,  1938. 

A  synopsis  of  the  subjects  covered  in  the  current  report  follows : 

Six  Months  of  the  Act. — This  chapter  covers  in  condensed  form  the  number  of 
tabulatable  injuries,  total  reported  injuries,  aggregate  time  lost,  a  condensed  state- 
ment of  combined  payments  by  insurance  companies  operating  under  the  Act,' 
extent  of  incapacity  in  certain  cases,  and,  dependency,  in  brief,  in  fatal  cases. 

Smnmary  of  Accident  Experience. — This  chapter  explains  the  various  tables 
found  in  the  Appendix,  with  a  brief  analysis  of  each,  and  should  be  referred  to  for 
an  understanding  of  the  tables  used. 

Maximum  Payment  Cases. — This  chapter  contains  a  survey  of  the  non-fatal 
cases  in  which  the  maximum  amount  of  compensation  payable  under  the  Act  has 
been  made. 

Dependency  in  Fatal  Cases  not  Insured  under  the  Act. — This  chapter  deals  with 
particular  reference  to  the  condition  of  dependents  in  fatal  cases  where  the  injured 
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employees  were  not  insured  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act.     The  statements 
represent  an  analysis  based  on  Table  XII  in  the  Appendix  of  this  report. 

Medical  Division. — This  chapter  contains  a  brief  suiumary  of  the  work  of  this 
division  mth  some  statistical  data  for  the  past  year. 


SIX  MONTHS  OF  THE  ACT,  JULY  1,    1938   TO   DECEMBER   31,    1938 

There  were  61,000  accident  reports  filed  with  the  Department  of  Industrial 
Accidents  for  the  six  months  period  July  1,  1938  to  December  31,  1938.  Of  these, 
18,219  were  tabulatable  injuries  (injuries  causing  the  loss  of  at  least  one  day  or 
one  shift,  usually  8  hours),  including  deaths,  permanent  total,  permanent  partial 
and  temporary  total  disabilities.  Death  resulted  in  135  of  these  cases,  11  involved 
permanent  total  disability,  416  permanent  partial  disabihtj^,  and  17,657  were 
temporary  totals.  ^ 

The  reports  from  insurance  companies  show  that  the  pajnuents  made  and  to  be 
made  on  account  of  injuries  occurring  in  this  period  total  .13,581,820. 70  and  are 
classified  as  follows :  medical,  $1,237,540.74;  fatal  compensation,  $416,565.88;  and 
non-fatal  compensation,  $1,927,714.08. 

The  weighted  time  loss  charged  to  all  injuries  is  1,696,265  days,  distributed  as 
follows:  death,  47.8  per  cent;  permanent  total  disability,  3.9  per  cent;  permanent 
partial  disabihty,  13.8  per  cent;  and  temporary  total  disability,  34.5  per  cent. 

There  were  135  fatals  during  this  six  months  period  as  compared  with  207  for 
the  year  ending  Jiine  30,  1 938.  Total  dependency  was  involved  in  1 10  cases,  236  per- 
sons being  so  dependent.  In  16  cases,  dependency  was  partial,  the  dependents 
numbering  21.  In  the  remaining  9  cases,  there  was  no  dependency.  There  were 
124  cases,  or  91.9  per  cent  insured. 


SUMMARY  OF  ACCIDENT  EXPERIENCE 

Table  I,  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Cases  Insured  and 

NOT  Insured 
The  statistics  of  the  Board  show  that  92.4  per  cent,  or  16,834  of  the  tabulatable 
injuries  were  insured  under  the  pro\'isions  of  the  Act  and  that  7.6  per  cent,  or 
1,385  cases  were  not  insured.  This  is  an  increase  of  .2  per  cent  in  the  number  of 
not  insured  cases  for  the  six  months  period  ending  December  31,  1938  as  compared 
with  the  year  ending  June  30,  1938. 

Table  II,  Insurance  Transactions  Under  the  Act 

This  table  was  compiled  from  figures  furnished  the  Board,  upon  its  request 
under  Section  63  of  the  Act,  by  insurance  companies  licensed  under  the  Act,  and 
also  from  the  boards,  commissions  and  departments  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  and  counties,  cities,  towns  and  districts,  which  have  accepted  the 
provisions  of  the  Act.  During  the  six  months  ending  December  31,  1938,  a  total 
payment  of  $3,581,820.70  was  reported. 

During  this  six  months  periods  there  has  been  paid  to  injured  laborers,  workmen 
and  mechanics  in  the  service  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  various  counties,  cities, 
towns  and  districts,  and  to  their  dependents,  which  are  under  the  Act,  the  sum  of 
$263,065.24. 

It  should  be  noted  that  Chapter  403  of  the  Acts  of  1936  permits  the  extension 
of  the  Act  to  additional  or  all  employees  of  the  Commonwealth,  counties,  cities, 
towns  and  districts,  upon  proper  acceptance  of  such  chapter,  excepting  police  and 
fire  forces.  A  number  of  political  subdivisions  insure  directly  with  private  carriers 
in  lieu  of  accepting  statutes  enabhng  payment  directly  by  such  subdivisions. 

According  to  the  information  furnished  the  Board  by  insurers  and  the  pubhc 
units,  the  average  cost  per  case,  including  compensation  and  medical  benefits, 
paid  and  estimated  outstanding,  in  all  cases  in  which  such  pajanents  were  made, 
whether  tabulatable  or  not,  was  $66.75. 
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Insurance  Payments  Made  and  Outstanding 


Type  of  Payment 
Medical,  for  all  cases 
Fatal,  dependency  compensation 
Non-fatal,  disability  compensation 

Totals    .... 


$1,237,540.74 

416,565.88 

1,927,714.08 


5,581,820.70 


Per  Cent 
34.6 
11.6 
53.8 


100.0 


Based  on  the  payments  made  and  the  estimated  outstanding  and  the  number  of 
cases  to  which  they  apply,  the  average  cost  per  case  for  the  several  groups  is  as 
follows : 


Average  Cost  per  Specified  Case 

Number 
Type  op  Payment                                                                        of  Cases 

Average 
Cost 

Medical,  for  all  cases      ........                   53,244 

Fatal,  dependency  compensation      ......                         113 

Non-fatal,  disability  compensation  .          .....                   10,999 

$23.24 

3,686.42 

175.26 

Table  III.  Frequency  of  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Extent  of  Disability 

This  table  indicates  the  number  of  deaths,  permanent  total  disabilities,  perma- 
nent partial  disabilities,  and  temporary  total  disabilities. 

In  permanent  total  disabihties,  the  element  of  judgment,  based  on  experience, 
must  enter  into  classifying  a  part  of  the  data.  In  rating  injuries  of  this  nature, 
the  general  principle  by  which  severity  is  to  be  measured  is  based  on  economic  loss 
to  the  community  and  the  loss  of  wages  to  the  employee.  Permanent  total  disability 
applies  to  every  injury  which  permanently  incapacitates  the  workmen  from  per- 
forming any  work  continuously  in  a  gainful  occupation.  The  element  of  judgment 
must  enter  into  the  classification  of  the  data,  because  the  statistics  must  be  compiled 
before  we  can  determine  definitely  whether  an  injured  employee  is  evei-  going  to  be 
able  to  perform  work  again. 

Permanent  partial  disabilities  are  all  injuries  less  than  permanent  total,  which 
result  in  the  loss  of  any  member  of  the  body,  or  part  thereof,  or  in  the  permanent 
impairment  of  any  function,  as  included  in  the  specific  injury  table. 

Temporary  total  disabilities  are  those  in  which  no  permanent  partial  disability 
is  involved. 


Extent  of  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries 


Extent  of  Disabliity 
Deaths  ..... 

Permanent  total  disabilities  . 
Permanent  partial  disabilitie.s 
Temporary  total  disabilities    . 


Number  of 

Ca.ses 

135 

11 

416 

17,657 


Per 
Cent 

.7 

_  J 

213 
96.9 


Totals 


18,219 


100.0 


'  Less  than  one-tenth  ol  one  per  f-ent. 


The  following  table  is  a  summary  of  the  duration  of  disability  in  all  cases  in  this 
classification : 

Duration  of  Temporary  Total  Disabilities 

Disability  Period 
1  to  3  days    . 
4  to  7  days    . 

1  to  2  weeks 

2  to  3  weeks 

3  to  4  weeks 

4  to  8  weeks 
8  to  13  weeks 
13  to  26  weeks 
26  to  52  weeks 
Over  1  year  . 

Totals 17,657  100.0 

It  should  be  noted  that  in  6,970  cases,  or  39.5  per  cent  of  the  temporary  total 
disabilities,  the  employee  was  not  incapacitated  for  a  period  of  more  than  7  days. 


Number  of 

Per 

Cases 

Cent 

2,789 

15.8 

4,181 

23.7 

2,495 

14.1 

1,961 

11.1 

1,243 

7.0 

2,665 

15.1 

1,143 

6.5 

684 

3.9 

294 

1.7 

202 

1.1 
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Compensation  would  not  be  payable  on  these  injuries,  but  if  the  employers  were 
insured,  the  employees  would  be  entitled  to  medical  benefits. 

Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Extent  of  Disability,  Including  Per- 
centage Distribution 


Permanent 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Totals 

Deaths 

Total 

Partial 

Total 

Disabilities 

Disabilities 

Disabilities 

Industries 

Num- 

Per 

Num- 

Per 

Num- 

Per 

Num- 

Per 

Num- 

Per 

ber 

Cent 

ber 

Cent 

ber 

Cent 

ber 

Cent 

ber 

Cent 

Trade       .... 

3,169 

17.4 

16 

11.9 

1 

9.1 

34 

8.2 

3,118 

17.7 

Transportation,  road,  etc. 

1,863 

10.2 

23 

17.0 

2 

18.2 

39 

9.4 

1,799 

10.1 

Building  trades 

1,657 

9.1 

16 

11.9 

1 

9.1 

30 

7.2 

1,610 

9.1 

Service     .... 

1,518 

8.3 

15 

11.1 

2 

18.2 

23 

5.5 

1,478 

8.4 

Textiles    .... 

1,365 

7.5 

11 

8.1 

— 

- 

40 

9.6 

1,314 

7.4 

Iron  and  steel  . 

1,341 

7.4 

6 

4.4 

— 

- 

84 

20.2 

1,251 

7.1 

Miscellaneous   . 

1,273 

7.0 

9 

6.6 

— 

— 

29 

7.0 

1,235 

7.0 

Food         .... 

1,031 

5.7 

4 

3.0 

- 

- 

21 

5.0 

1,006 

5.7 

Leather    .... 

1,019 

5.6 

7 

5.2 

— 

— 

24 

5.8 

988 

5.6 

Professional  service   . 

616 

3.4 

3 

2.2 

4 

36.3 

13 

3.1 

596 

3.4 

Paper       .... 

551 

3.0 

4 

3.0 

— 

- 

19 

4.6 

528 

3.0 

Express,  trucking 

536 

2.9 

4 

3.0 

- 

— 

5 

1.2 

527 

3.0 

Lumber    .... 

449 

2.5 

4 

3.0 

-   . 

- 

204 

4.8 

425 

2.4 

Agriculture 

398 

2.2 

3 

2.2 

- 

- 

3 

.7 

392 

2.2 

Printing,  bookbinding 

248 

1.4 

- 

- 

— 

- 

7 

1.7 

241 

1.4 

Clothing  .... 

240 

1.3 

1 

.7 

— 

- 

— 

- 

239 

1.3 

Metals      .... 

225 

1.2 

— 

- 

— 

- 

14 

3.4 

211 

1.2 

Liquors     .... 

149 

.8 

3 

2.2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

146 

.8 

Chemicals 

133 

.7 

- 

- 

— 

- 

2 

.5 

131 

.7 

Water  transportation 

119 

.6 

4 

3.0 

— 

— 

- 

- 

115 

.7 

Others  in  transportation     . 

106 

.6 

2 

1.5 

— 

— 

1 

.2 

103 

.6 

Clay,  glass,  stone 

105 

.6 

- 

- 

1 

9.1 

7 

1.7 

97 

.5 

Telephone  and  telegraph    . 

83 

.4 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

83 

.5 

Minerals 

20 

.1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

.2 

19 

.1 

Air  transportation 

5 

__  1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

__  1 

Totals 

18,219 

100.0 

135 

100.0 

11 

100.0 

416 

100.0 

17,657 

100.0 

1  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 

Deaths. — "Transportation,  road,  etc."  had  the  highest  number  of  deaths,  23,  or 
17  per  cent;  followed  in  order  by  "trade"  and  "building  trades",  with  16  each, 
or  11.9  per  cent;  "service",  with  15,  or  11.1  per  cent;  "textiles",  with  11  or  8.1  per 
cent,  and  the  rest  as  shown. 

Permanent  Total  Disabilities.— There  were  11  permanent  total  disability  injuries 
classified  as  follows:  "professional  service",  4;  "transportation,  road,  etc."  and 
"service"  each  had  2;  and  "trade",  "building  trades",  and  "clay,  glass  and  stone" 
each  had  1. 

The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  each  permanent  total  disability: 

Professional  Service: 

An  employee,  25  years  old,  employed  as  a  nurse  in  a  tuberculosis  hospital, 
contracted  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

An  employee,  59  years  old,  employed  as  a  janitor  in  a  school,  struck  his  leg 
against  a  pail  sustaining  injuries,  which  he  claims  resulted  in  cancer  and  ampu- 
tation of  leg.  (At  the  time  of  tabulation  liabihty  in  this  case  had  not  been 
determined.) 

An  employee,  51  years  old,  employed  as  a  farm-laborer  in  a  public  hospital, 
sustained  a  severe  head  injury  as  a  result  of  a  dynamite  explosion  and  is  now 
confined  in  a  mental  hospital. 

An  employee,  60  years  old,  employed  as  a  cook  in  a  hospital,  sustained  a 
fractured  femur  when  she  shpped  and  fell. 

Transportation,  Road,  Etc.: 

An  employee,  50  years  old,  while  employed  as  a  laborer  on  an  uninsured  rail- 
road, was  struck  by  a  train,  sustaining  injuries  which  resulted  in  paralysis  of  both 
legs. 

An  employee,  66  years  old,  employed  as  a  laborer  in  a  town,  sustained  a  severe 
injury  to  his  elbow  aggravating  an  arthritic  condition. 
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Service: 

An  employee,  69  years  old,  employed  as  a  maid  in  a  private  family,  sustained 
fractures  of  her  right  shoulder  and  knee  when  she  fell  downstairs. 

An  employee,  56  years  old,  employed  as  a  porter  in  a  hotel,  fell  into  an  elevator 
well,  fracturing  both  legs  and  vertebrae  and  injuring  his  spinal  cord. 

Clay,  Glass  and  Stone: 

An  employee,  48  years  old,  employed  as  a  moulder  for  a  non-insured  manu- 
facturer of  stove  linings,  contracted  silicosis. 

Building  Trades: 

An  employee,  43  years  old,  employed  as  a  carpenter,  sustained  a  fractured 
spine  and  an  injury  to  the  spinal  cord  when  the  staging  on  which  he  was  working 
collapsed. 

Trade: 

An  employee,  65  years  old,  employed  as  a  saleswoman,  sustained  a  severe  brain 
concussion  when  she  fell  downstairs. 

Permanent  Partial  Disabilities. — "Iron  and  steel"  had  the  highest  frequency 
with  84  cases,  or  20.2  per  cent;  "textiles",  40,  or  9.6  per  cent;  and  "transportation, 
road,  etc."  39  or  9.4  per  cent. 

Temporary  Total  Disabilities. — The  frequency  order  of  this  group  of  injuries 
occurred  as  printed. 

Table  IV.  Severity  of  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Extent  of  Disability 

This  table  aims  to  give  a  measure  of  the  severity  of  injuries  according  to  the 
actual  and  weighted  time  loss,  the  unit  of  time  loss  being  the  unit  least  given  to 
fluctuating. 

The  weighting  of  the  temporary  total  and  permanent  partial  disabilities  is  most 
easily  determined  by  using  as  the  basis  of  measurement  the  actual  number  of  days 
lost  as  a  result  of  injuries.  In  previous  years  the  permanent  partial  disabilities 
were  weighted  by  using  for  each  case  an  aliquot  part  of  six  thousand  days  pro- 
portionate to  the  degree  of  disability  resulting  from  the  particular  bodily  impair- 
ment. 

Under  the  plan  for  the  weighting  of  the  other  types  of  injuries,  the  following 
principles  were  used: 

For  each  death  and  permanent  total  disability,  a  weight  of  six  thousand  days 
was  employed  as  representing  the  average  working  life  expectancy.  This  was 
determined  on  the  accident  experience  in  several  states  and  some  practical  modi- 
fications based  on  committee  judgment. 

Severity  of  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Extent  of  Disability 


Per- 

Per- 

Tem- 

manent 

manent 

porary 

iNDtJSTRIES 

Totals 

Deaths 

Total 

Partial 

Total 

Disabil- 

Disabil- 

Disabil- 

ities 

ities 

ities 

Transportation,  road,  etc. 

Trade 

Building  trades  . 

Service 

Textiles 

Miscellaneous 

Iron  and  steel     . 

Leather 

Professional  service 

Food 

Paper 

Lumber 

Express,  trucking 

Agriculture 

Water  transportation 

Liquors 

Others  in  transportation 

Clay,  glass,  stone 

Clothing    . 

Printing,  bookbinding 

Metals 

Chemicals 

Telephone  and  telegraph 

Minerals    . 

Air  transportation 

Totals 


271,219 

211,977 

211,776 

172.340 

134,406 

98,302 

97,935 

77,874 

76,966 

53,964 

46,659 

45,736 

44,915 

32,448 

27,430 

21,328 

17,296 

15,459 

12,741 

12,526 

6,367 

2,875 

2,426 

1,225 

75 


38,000 

12,000 

46.261 

96,000 

6,000 

19,084 

96,000 

6,000 

33,542 

90,000 

12,000 

20.866 

66.000 

— 

23.692 

54.000 

— 

6.002 

36,000 

— 

23.559 

42,000 

-n 

7.105 

18.000 

24.000 

18.442 

24,000 

— 

5,658 

24.000 

— 

9,683 

24,000 

— 

9,638 

24,000 

— 

1,420 

18.000 

— 

322 

24,000 

— 

- 

18,000 

— 

— 

12,000 

- 

37 

6.000 


6.000 


5,203 

3,468 
611 
1^5 

42 


74,958 

90,893 

76.234 

49,474 

44,714 

38,300 

38,376 

28,769 

16,524 

24,306 

12,976 

12,098 

19,495 

14,126 

3,430 

3,328 

5.259 

4,256 

6.741 

9,058 

5,756 

2,710 

2,426 

1,183 

75 


1,696.265 


810.000 


66.000 


234.800    585,465 
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The  following  table  indicates  that  under  the  weighted  system  used,  deaths  cover 
47.8  per  cent  of  the  total  time  loss,  although  only  135  out  of  a  total  of  18,219  cases 
were  fatal. 

Distributed  Severity  of  Injuries 

Extent  of  Disability                                                                Days  Lost  Per  Cent 

Deaths 810,000  47.8 

Permanent  total  disabilities        .......                  66,000  3 . 9 

Permanent  partial  disabilities 234,800  13.8 

Temporary  total  disabilities        .......                585,465  34 . 5 


Totals 


1,696,265 


100.0 


The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  distribution  of  days  lost  and  the 
average  days  lost  per  case  by  industries: 

Percentage  Distribution  of  Lost  Days  and  Average  Days  per  Case 

Industries 
Transportation,  road,  etc.. 
Trade 

Building  trades     . 
Service 
Textiles 

Miscellaneous  indu.stries 
Iron  and  steel 
Leather 

Professional  service 
Food  .... 
Paper 
Lumber 

Express,  trucking 
Agriculture 

Water  transportation  . 
Liquors 

Others  in  transportation 
Clay,  glass  and  stone  . 
Clothing 

Printing  and  bookbinding 
Metals 
Chemicals   . 

Telephone  and  telegraph 
Minerals 
Air  transportation 


Totals 


■  Less 


ays  per  Case 

by  Industries 

Per  Cent 

Average  Days 

of  Total 

per  Case 

16.0 

145 

12.5 

67 

12.5 

128 

10.2 

113 

7.9 

98 

5.8 

77 

5.8 

73 

4.6 

76 

4.5 

125 

3.2 

52 

2.7 

85 

2.7 

102 

2.6 

84 

1.9 

81 

1.6 

230 

1.3 

143 

1.0 

163 

.9 

147 

.8 

53 

.7 

50 

.4 

28 

.2 

22 

.1 

29 

.1   ' 

61 

__  1 

15 

than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent 


93 


A  study  of  the  above  table  indicates  that  the  industry  "water  transportation" 
contained  the  injuries  which  were  of  the  most  severe  character,  the  average  days 
lost  per  case  being  230.  Last  year  the  average  days  lost  per  case  for  this  industry 
was  112  days.  However,  it  must  be  noted  that  there  were  4  fatals  this  year  for 
which  a  weighted  time  loss  of  24,000  days  was  given,  and  last  year  there  was  only 
one  fatal  in  this  group. 

Table  V.    Sex  and  Age  of  Injured  in  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries 
Sex  of  Injured. — The  following  table  indicates  that  from  a  total  of  18,219  cases, 

88.6  per  cent  occurred  among  males  and  2,082,  or  11.4  per  cent  occurred  among 

females. 

The  experience  according  to  the  extent  of  disability  is  here  shown. 

Extent  of  Disability,  by  Sex 


Males 

Females 

Extent  of  Disability 

Number  of 
Cases 

Per  Cent 

Number  of 
Cases 

Per  Cent 

Deaths 

Permanent  total  disabilities 
Permanent  partial  disabilities     . 
Temporary  total  disabilities 

128 

8 

383 

15,618 

.8 
-  1 
2'.4 
96.7 

7 

3 

33 

2,039 

.3 

.2 

1.6 

97.9 

Totals       .... 

16,137 

100.0 

2,082 

100.0 

*  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 


p.  D.  105 


An  analysis  of  the  above  table  shows  that  males  sustained  94.8  per  cent  of  the 
fatal  injuries,  and  that  .8  per  cent  of  the  total  injuries  to  them  were  fatal.  The 
fatal  injuries  to  women  were  .3  per  cent  of  the  total  injuries  sustained  by  them. 

Age.— The  age  experience  for  all  years  is  considered  by  compressing  the  number 
by  year  intervals,  into  groups  sufficient  for  general  explanation. 

Distribution  of  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Age  Periods 

Age  Periods  (Years) 
14  and  under 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 

20  to  24,  inclusive 
25  to  29,  inclusive 
30  to  34,  inclusive 
35  to  39,  inclusive 
40  to  44,  inclusive 
45  to  49,  inclusive 
50  to  54,  inclusive 
55  to  59,  inclusive 
60  to  64,  inclusive 
65  and  over  . 

Totals    . 


Number  of 

Cases 

Per  Cent 

13 

.1 

15 

.1 

110 

.6 

214 

1.2 

415 

2.3 

511 

2.8 

3,200 

17.6 

2,586 

14.2 

2,1.58 

11.8 

2,012 

11.2 

1,863 

10.2 

1,613 

8.9 

1,406 

7.7 

938 

5.1 

642 

3.5 

493 

2.7 

18,219 


100.0 


No  comment  on  the  above  table  seems  necessary  except  to  state  that  the  ages 
from  14  to  20  are  given  for  the  benefit  of  those  interested  in  minors. 

Table  VI.    Total  Tabulatable  In.iurie,s,  by  Industries  and  Wage  Groups 
No  attempt  is  made  in  the  following  table  to  give  the  distribution  by  industries 
as  Table  VI  in  the  Appendix  contains  this  information. 

Distribution  of  Tabulatable 


Wage  Groups 


Under 
$10.00 
$11.00 
$12.00 
$13.00 
$14.00 
$15.00 
$16.00 
$17.00 
$18.00 
$19.00 
$20.00 
$21.00 
$22.00 
$23.00 
$24.00 
$25.00 
$26.00 
$27.00 
$28.00 
$29.00 
$30.00 
$31.00 
$32.00 
$33.00 
$34.00 
$35.00 


$10.00 
to  $10.99 
to  $11.99 
to  $12.99 
to  $13.99 
to  $14.99 
to  $15.99 
to  $16.99 
to  $17.99 
to  $18.99 
to  $19.99 
to  $20.99 
to  $21.99 
to  $22.99 
to  $23.99 
to  $24.99 
to  $25.99 
to  $26.99 
to  $27.99 
to  $28.99 
to  $29.99 
to  $30.99 
to  $31.99 
to  $32.99 
to  $33.99 
to  $34.99 
and  over 


Injuries,  by  Wage  Groups 

Number  of              Per  Cent 

Cumulative 

Cases                   of  Total 

Per  Cent 

594                        3.3 

3.3 

313                         1.7 

5.0 

292                         1.6 

6.6 

522                          2.9 

9.5 

455                          2.5 

12.0 

638                          3.5 

15.5 

830                        4.6 

20.1 

733                         4.0 

24.1 

694                          3.8 

27.9 

894                          4.9 

32.8 

660                          3.6 

36.4 

1,114                          6.1 

42.5 

662                          3.6 

46.1 

789                          4.3 

.50.4 

511                          2.8 

53 . 2 

833                          4.6 

.57.8 

956                          5.3 

63.1 

476                          2.0 

65.7 

713                         3.9 

69.6 

542                          3.0 

72.6 

291                          1.6 

74.2 

1,027                          5.6 

79.8 

255                      .     1.4 

81.2 

352                          1.9 

83.1 

272                          1.5 

84.6 

285                          1.6 

86.2 

2,516                        13.8 

100.0 

Totals 


18,219 


100.0 


This  year,  as  well  as  last,  the  group  "$35.00  and  over"  is  the  largest  with  2,516 
cases,  or  13.8  per  cent  of  the  total.  This  is  a  decrease  of  .8  per  cent  for  the  six 
months  period  July  1,  1938  to  December  31,  1938  as  compared  with  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1938. 

There  was  an  increase  of  .4  per  cent  in  the  number  of  cases  in  which  the 
employees  were  earning  less  than  $10.00  a  week. 

Table  VII.    Location  of  Injury,  by  Nature  of  Injury 
The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  injuries  by  location  of  injury. 
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Distribuiion  of  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Location  of  Injury 

Number  of 

Location  of  Injury  Cases 

Upper  extremities  .........  7,148 

Lower  extremities  .  .  .  •  .       .  .  .  .  .  5,048 

Trunk 3,982 

Head 1.087 

Face  and  Neck       ..........  523 

Body 431 

Totals 18,219 
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Per  Cent 

39.2 

27.7 

21.8 

6.0 

2.9 

2.4 


100.0 


It  will  be  observed  that  out  of  a  total  of  18,219  injuries,  7,148  or  39.2  per  cent 
affected  the  upper  extremities. 

From  the  medical  aspect  in  particular,  and  for  information  in  general,  the 
following  table,  which  shows  the  number  of  tabulatable  injuries  by  location  and 
nature  of  injury,  will  prove  of  interest. 

Distribution  of  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Location  and  Nature  of  Injury 


Nature  of  Injury 


Head 


Face 
and 
Neck 


Trunk 


Upper        Lower 
Extrem-    Extrem- 
ities ities 


Body       Totals 


Cuts,  punctures,  lacerations 

Sprains  and  strains 

Abrasions,  bruises,  contusions 

Fractures 

All  other 

Burns  and  scalds    . 

Occupational  diseases 

Amputations,  loss  of  use 

Dislocations 

Concussions  . 

Electrical  shocks    . 

Totals    . 


312 

192 

48 

3,422 

1,018 

13 

5,005 

1 

28 

2,898 

637 

1,244 

14 

4,822 

144 

61 

533 

982 

1,425 

65 

3,210 

62 

40 

275 

705 

842 

1 

1,925 

406 

39 

189 

423 

341 

185 

1,583 

70 

109 

22 

407 

123 

21 

752 

7 

54 

2 

197 

11 

122 

393 

24 

_ 

- 

311 

27 

— 

362 

_ 

— 

15 

64 

17 

— 

96 

61 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

61 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

10 

1,087 

523 

3,982 

7,148 

5,048 

431 

18,219 

Table  VIII.    Location,  by  Nature  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability 
This  table  shows  the  tabulatable  injuries,  by  nature  of  injury  and  duration  of 

disabiUty,  including  the  percentage  distribution.     The  location  of  injury  is  not 

given  in  this  analysis. 

Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Nature  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability,  Including 

Percentage  Distribution 


Per- 

Per- 

Tem- 

manent 

manent 

porary 

Per 

Total 

Partial 

Total 

Nature  of  Injury 

Totals 

Cent 

Deaths 

DisabiK- 
ties 

Disabili- 
ties 

Disabili- 
ties 

Cuts,  punctures,  lacerations 

Sprains  and  strains 

Abrasions,  bruises,  contusions 

Fractures 

All  other        ... 

Burns  and  scalds    . 

Occupational  diseases 

Amputations,  loss  of  use 

Dislocations 

Concussions  . 

Electrical  shocks    . 

Totals    .  .  .  - 


5,005 

27.5 

10 

4,822 

26.5 

10 

3,210 

17.6 

2 

1,925 

10.6 

56 

1,583 

8.7 

33 

752 

4.1 

5 

393 

2.1 

6 

362 

2.0 

4 

96 

.5 

— 

61 

.3 

2 

10 

_  1 

7 

- 

4 

4,991 

1 

7 

4,804 

— 

2 

3,206 

4 

38 

1,827 

1 

1 

1,548 

- 

— 

747 

2 

3 

382 

2 

356 

— 

— 

3 

93 

1 

2 

56 

- 

- 

3 

18,219 


100.0 


135 


17,657 


1  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 

Table  IX.    Infection,  by  Nature  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability 
A  comparison  of  the  statistics  shows  that  there  were  1,645  cases  of  infections 

during  this  six  months'  period  as  compared  with  3,137  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 

1938.    This  is  one  out  of  every  11  cases  resulting  in  an  infection. 
Investigation  made  by  the  Department  of  Labor  and  Industries  has  indicated 

that  in  the  greater  majority  of  cases  facilities  for  first  aid  treatment  were  available, 

but  that  the  employees  neglected  to  make  use  of  them. 
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Injection,   by  Nature   of  Injury  and  Extent   oj  Disability 


Natuhe  of  Injuby 

Totals 

Deaths 

Permanent 

Partial 
Disabilities 

Tempora^^■ 

Total 
Disabilities 

Cuts,  punctures  and  lacerations 
Abrasions,  bruises  ad  contusions 
All  other       .... 
Burns  and  scalds    . 
Amputations,  loss  of  use 
Fractures       .          . 
Sprains  and  strains 

1,093 

244 

200 

63 

32 

12 

1 

7 
2 
1 

1 

1 

32 
2 

1,085 

242 

199 

63 

9 

1 

Totals    .... 

1,645 

11 

35 

1,599 

According  to  the  above  table,  1,645  cases  of  infection  ensued  from  injuries.    This 
is  9  per  cent  of  the  total  tabulatable  injuries. 


Table  X.    Causes  of  Injuries,  by  Extent  of  Disability 

This  table  presents  the  accident  experience  with  such  detail  as  resources  permit, 
showing  bj^  detailed  causes  the  relative  extent  of  different  types  of  injuries  due  to 
assigned  causes.  The  table  also  shows  the  weighted  severity  of  injuries,  based  on 
time  loss. 

For  each  cause  enumerated,  the  following  information  is  given: 


Number  of  tabulatable  injuries: 
Total  cases 
Deaths 

Permanent  total  disabilities 
Permanent  partial  disabilities 
Temporary  total  disabilities 
7  days  and  under 

1  to  2  weeks 

2  to  3  weeks 
Over  3  weeks 


Days  lost  due  to : 
Total  cases 
Deaths 

Permanent  total  disabilities 
Permanent  partial  disabilities 
Temporary  total  disabilities 
7  days  and  under 

1  to  2  weeks 

2  to  3  weeks 
Over  3  weeks 


Condensed  information  of  the  detailed  table  follows : 


Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Cause  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability 

Permanent      Permanent     Temporary 
Cause  op  Injury  Totals  Deaths  Total  Partial  Total 

Disabilities     Disabilities     Disabilities 


Handling  of  objects 

Falls  of  persons 

Machinery    .  .  .  .     _ 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against  object 

Hand  tools    .... 

Vehicles         .... 

Miscellaneous  causes 

Falling  objects,  not  being  handled  by 

employee  .... 
Explosions,  electricity,  etc. 
Occupational  diseases 
Animals         .... 

Totals 18,219 


5,503 
3,460 
2,340 
1,367 
1,356 
1,092 
919 

889 
792 
393 
108 


14 
38 

18 
6 
2 
17 
12 

9 
12 


74 

5,415 

24 

3,394 

221 

2,100 

4 

1,356 

41 

1,313 

15 

1,059 

9 

898 

17 

862 

7 

772 

3 

382 

1 

106 

17,667 


The  above  table  in  condensed  form,  shows  for  each  printed  cause  group  the 
total  number  of  injuries  and  the  distribution  by  extent  of  the  resulting  disability. 

The  following  table  shows  by  percentage  distribution  the  information  conveyed 
above,  and  may  be  better  used  for  purposes  of  comparison. 
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Distribution  of  Causes,  by  Per  Cents 

Permanent 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Cause  of  Injubt 

Totals 

Deaths 

Total 

Partial 

Total 

Disabilities 

Disabilities 

Disabilities 

Handling  of  objects 

30.2 

10.4 

_ 

17.8 

30.7 

Falls  of  persons      .... 

19.0 

28.2 

36.3 

5.8 

19.2 

Machinery 

12.9 

13.3 

9.1 

53.1 

11.9 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against  objects 
Hand  tools    ..... 

7.5 

4.4 

9.1 

1.0 

7.6 

7.4 

1.5 

— 

9.8 

7.4 

Vehicles 

6.0 

12.6 

9.1 

3.6 

6.0 

Miscellaneous  causes 

5.0 

8.9 

- 

2.2 

5.1 

Falling  objects,  not  being  handled  by 

employee  ..... 

4.9 

6.7 

9.1 

4.1 

4.9 

Explosions,  electricity,  etc. 

4.3 

8.9 

9.1 

1.7 

4.4 

Occupational  diseases     . 

2.2 

4.4 

18.2 

.7 

2.2 

Animals         ..... 

.6 

.7 

- 

.2 

.6 

Totals 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

The  cause  group  in  which  the  highest  number  of  accidents  occurred  was  "handhng 
of  objects",  with  30.2  per  cent,  followed  by  "falls  of  persons",  with  19.0  per  cent. 

Distribution  of  Causes,  by  Resultant  Days  Lost 


Per 

Permanent 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Cause  op  Injurt 

Totals 

Cent 

Deaths 

Total 
Disabilities 

Partial 
Disabilities 

Total 
Disabilities 

Falls  of  persons 

468,857 

27.6 

228,000 

24,000 

62,477 

154,380 

Handling  of  objects 

288,905 

17.2 

84,000 

- 

32,945 

171,960 

Machinery 

242,739 

14.3 

108,000 

6,000 

65,385 

63,354 

Vehicles 

168,632 

9.9 

102,000 

6,000 

10,654 

49,978 

Falling  objects,  not  being 

handled  by  employee    . 

127,987 

7.5 

54,000 

6,000 

31,848 

36,139 

Explosions,  electricity,  etc. 

103,111 

6.1 

72,000 

6,000 

4,098 

21,013 

Miscellaneous  causes 

92,427 

5.4 

-      72,000 

— 

5,560 

14,867 

Occupational  diseases 

74,334 

4.4 

36,000 

12,000 

9,000 

17,334 

Stepping    on    or    striking 

against  objects    . 

71,355 

4.2 

36,000 

6,000 

2,135 

27,220 

Hand  tools 

48,697 

2.9 

12,000 

- 

10,629 

26,068 

Animals 

9,221 

.5 

6,000 

- 

69 

3,152 

Totals      . 

1,696,265 

100.0 

810,000 

66,000 

234,800 

585,465 

As  indicated  above,  the  most  serious  cause  of  injury,  as  measured  in  terms  of 
time  loss,  is  "falls  of  persons",  with  27.6  per  cent  of  the  total.  The  estimated 
time  loss  on  this  account,  as  shown  by  the  above  table  is  468,857  days. 


Average  Time  Loss  per  Case,  by  Principal  Causes 


Cause  op  injurt 

Occupational  diseases 

Vehicles  ..... 

Falling  objects,  not  being  handled  by  empl 

Falls  of  persons        .... 

Explosions,  electricity,  etc. 

Machinery       ..... 

Miscellaneous  causes 

Animals  ..... 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against  objects 

Handling  of  objects 

Hand  tools      ..... 


Average  Days 
per  Case 
189 
154 
144 
135 
130 
104 
100 

85 

52 

52 

36 


In  considering  these  figures  the  fact  should  be  remembered  that  the  units 
cover  all  cases,  including  deaths,  permanent  total,  permanent  partial,  and  tempo- 
rary total  disabilities.  If  more  detailed  analysis  is  desired  to  meet  particular 
questions,  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Appendix  under  this  table  heading. 
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Machinery — Frequency  of  Injuries,  by  Manner  of  Occurrence 
AND  BY  Part  of  Machine 
The  number  of  machine  accidents,  according  to  the  cause  and  the  percentage 
of  the  total,  is  given  in  the  following  table: 


Machine  Accidents,  by  Manner  of  Occurrence 


Manner  op  Occubrbnce 
Starting,  stopping  or  operating  machine 
All  other      ..... 
Adjusting  machine,  tool,  or  work   . 
Flying  objects      .... 
Cleaning  or  oiling  machine    . 
Breaking  of  machine,  tool,  or  work 
Repairing  machine 


Number  of 

Per  Cent 

Cases 

of  Total 

985 

42.1 

636 

27.2 

200 

8.6 

194 

8.3 

164 

7.0 

1.18 

5.0 

43 

1.8 

Totals 


2,340 


100.0 


Of  the  2,340  machine  accidents,  985  or  42.1  per  cent  occurred  while  "starting, 
stopping,  or  operating  machine".  There  were  820  of  these  cases  which  occurred 
at  the  "point  of  operation." 

Further  analysis  of  the  table  is  given  in  the  following  summary,  showing  the 
part  of  the  machine  on  which  the  injury  occurred. 


Machine  Accidents,  by  Part  of  Machine 

Part  of  Machine 
Point  of  operation         ......... 

All  other     .         . 

Belts  . 

Gears  ........... 

Cranks  and  eccentrics  ......... 

Setscrews,  keys,  and  bolts      ........ 

Flywheels    .  .  . 

Counterweights    .......... 

Totals 2,340 


Number  of 

Per  Cent 

Cases 

of  Total 

1,301 

58.1 

809 

34.6 

77 

3.3 

56 

2.4 

23 

1.0 

5 

.2 

7 

.3 

2 

.1 

100.0 


Table  XII.  Condition  op  Dependents  in  Uninsured  Fatal  Cases 
This  table  shows  in  detail,  when  the  information  was  obtainable,  the  industry, 
occupation,  age,  wage,  amount  payable  under  the  Act  in  analogous  cases,  depend- 
ents, settlement,  and  financial  condition  of  the  family.  Analysis  of  the  facts  in 
the  table  is  not  made  here,  but  will  be  found  in  a  separate  chapter  devoted  to 
the  subject  under  this  heading. 

Table  XIII.  Conjugal  Condition  and  Dependency  in  Cases  of  Fatal  Injuries 
The  conjugal  condition  of  the  employees  fatally  injured,  the  extent  of  dependency 
according  to  the  number  of  persons  dependent,  are  considered  in  the  following 
paragraphs : 


Condition 
Single 
Married 
Widowed     . 
Divorced     . 

Conjugal  Condition  in  Fatal  Cases 

Number  of 

Cases 

23 

101 

9 

2 

Per  Cent 

of  Total 

17.0 

74.8 
6.7 
1.5 

Totals 

135 

100.0 

Total  dependency  was  involved  in  100  cases  in  which  the  employees  were  married 
and  no  dependency  in  one  case. 

There  were  23  cases  in  which  the  employees  were  single.  Total  dependency 
was  involved  in  6  cases,  partial  dependency  in  12  cases,  and  in  the  remaining 
5  cases  there  was  no  dependency. 

In  the  remaining  11  cases,  9  were  widowed  and  2  divorced. 
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Table  XIV.    Specific  Injuey  Cases,  by  Age  of  Persons  Injured 
This  table  indicates  that  there  were  358  cases  of  specific  injuries.    In  59  cases, 

or  16.5  per  cent,  the  employees  were  more  than  55  years  of  age.    There  was  only  one 

specific  injury  to  an  employee  under  16  years  of  age. 

There  were  7  cases  of  specific  injuries  to  minors  during  this  six  months  period 

as  compared  with  14  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1938. 


Specific  Injuries 


Type  of  Injuby 
One  or  more  fingers,  one  phalange   . 
One  eye         ....... 

Right  or  major  index  finger,  two  phalanges 
Two  or  more  fingers,  two  or  more  phalanges 
Right  or  major  thumb,  one  phalange 
One  toe         ....... 

One  foot  or  leg       ...... 

Right  or  major  index  finger,  2  phalanges,  and  one  or 
Two  or  more  toes  ...... 

Left  or  minor  hand  or  arm       .... 

Right  or  major  hand  or  arm    .... 

Right  or  major  thumb,  2  phalanges 
Right  or  major  thumb  and  1  or  more  fingers,  2  phalanges 
Right  or  major  thumb,  one  phalange  and  right  or  major 
phalanges  ........ 

One  finger  or  thumb  on  both  hands 

Both  legs       ........ 


fingers 


index  finger,  two 


Totals 


Number  of 
Cases 
235 
24 
20 
20 
14 
11 


358 


Per  Cent 

65.6 

6.7 

5.6 

5.6 

3.9 

3.1 

2.2 

1.7 

1.4 

1.1 

1.1 

.8 

.3 

.3 
.3 
.3 


100.0 


The  group  "one  or  more  fingers,  one  phalange",  continues  to  be  the  largest 
numerically  of  all  groups  classified  within  this  table.  Included  within  this  classifi- 
cation are  all  finger  injuries,  except  those  occurring  to  the  right  or  major  thumb 
and  two  phalanges  of  the  right  or  major  index  finger,  in  which  there  is  a  loss,  either 
by  amputation  or  the  equivalent  loss  of  use,  of  less  than  two  phalanges  of  one  or 
more  fingers.  In  other  words,  this  group  includes  specified  injuries  to  both  one 
finger  and  left  or  minor  thumb,  and  other  such  injuries  which  do  not  come  within 
the  higher  classification,  "two  or  more  fingers,  two  or  more  phalanges." 


Table  XV.    Specific  Injury  Cases,  by  Causes 
There  were  211,  or  58.9  per  cent  of  the  specific  injuries  which  occurred  on  ma- 
chinery.   This  is  a  decrease  of  4  per  cent  for  the  six  months  period  as  compared 
with  the  year  ending  June  30,  1938. 

In  the  group  "one  or  more  fingers,  one  phalange",  there  were  235  cases.  There 
were  143  of  these  cases  which  were  due  to  machinery,  and  117,  or  81.8  per  cent, 
which  occurred  at  the  "point  of  operation". 


Percentage  Distribution  of  Specific  Inj 

ury  Cases 

,  by  Causes 

Number  of 

Per  Cent 

Cause  of  Injury 

Cases 

of  Total 

Machinery    ........... 

211 

58.9 

Handling  of  objects         ..... 

64 

17.9 

Hand  tools    ....... 

40 

11.2 

Vehicles 

14 

3.9 

Miscellaneous  causes       ..... 

8 

2.2 

Fires,  explosions,  electricity,  etc. 

6 

1.7 

Falling  objects,  not  being  handled  by  employee 

6 

1.7 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against  objects 

5 

1.4 

Falls  of  persons      ...... 

3 

.8 

Animals         ....... 

1 

.3 

Totals 

358 

100.0 

The  following  table  shows  the  cause  of  injury  in  specifi 

c  eye  cases: 

Number  of 

Cause  of  Injury 

Cases 

Hand  tools    ........... 

10 

Miscellaneous  causes 

6 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against  objects      ...>.. 

3 

Fires,  explosions,  electricity,  etc 

2 

Handling  of  objects 

2 

Machinery    ........... 

1 

Total 

24 
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MAXIMUM  PAYMENT  CASES 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  non-fatal  cases  closed  during  the  six 
months  period  July  1,  1938  to  December  31,  1938  by  the  maximum  amount  payable 
under  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act.  The  year,  ending  December  31,  in  which 
the  accident  occurred  and  the  type  of  compensation  paid  is  also  given. 

Total 

and 

Partial 


Year,  Ending 

Dec.  31,  in 

WHICH  Injury 

Total 

Occurred 

Only 

1920 

— 

1921 

— 

1925 

_ 

1929 

1 

1930 

— 

1931 

1 

1932 

5 

1933 

5 

1934 

2 

Total 

Total, 

Total 

and 

Partial,  and 

Number 

Specific 

Specific 

of  Cases 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

— 

2 

3 

— 

1 

4 

1 

- 

7 

Totals  .  .  14  7  3  8  32 

The  following  table  shows  by  location  and  nature  of  injury  and  by  type  of  dis- 
ability, the  distribution  of  maximum  payment  cases  closed  during  the  period 
July  1,  1938  to  December  31,  1938. 

The  classifications  "fractures"  and  "amputations"  contained  the  largest  number 
of  cases,  each  having  11.  However,  it  appears  that  fractures  caused  a  more  serious 
disabihty,  8  of  the  employees  being  still  totally  disabled  at  the  end  of  the  com- 
pensation period,  as  compared  with  3  who  sustained  amputations. 

Maximum  Payment  Cases  in  Which  the  Last  Payment  was  Made  During 
THE  Period  July  1,  1938  to  December  31,  1938,  by  Location  and 
Nature  of  Injury  and  by  Type  of  Disability 

Total, 
Location  and  Nature  of  Injury  Total  Total  Partial, 

Total  and  and  and  Total 

Onlj-  Partial        Specific        Specific  Cases 

Concussions 


Head 

Cuts,  Punctures,  and  Laceration 
Lower  extremities 

Fractures 
Trunk 

Upper  extremities 
Lower  extremities 

Sprains  and  Strains 
Trunk 
Lower  extremities 

Amputations,  Loss  of  Use 
Head 
Upper  extremities 

Occupatiorial  Diseases 
Silicosis 

Totals      . 

s 

2 

- 

_ 

_ 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

• 

1 

- 

- 

1 

8 

3 

_ 

_ 

11 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

2 

1 

_ 

_ 

3 

3 

2 

- 

- 

5 

1 

2 

_ 

_ 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

_ 

_ 

3 

8 

11 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

- 

- 

2 

6 

8 

3 

1 

_ 

_ 

4 

3 

1 

- 

- 

4 

14 
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DEPENDENCY  IN  FATAL  CASES  NOT  INSURED  UNDER  THE  ACT 

From  July  1,  1938  to  December  31,  1938,  there  were  11  non-insured  fatal  cases. 
The  dependents  in  these  cases  obtained  their  relief  by  settlement,  voluntary 
agreement,  or  through  legal  procedure. 

The  information  contained  below  was  obtained  by  questionnaire  sent  to  the 
dependents  or  by  personal  interview. 


Steam  railroads 
Street  railways 
Shipbuilding   . 
Express 
Building  trades 
Wholesale,  retail  trade 


Not  Insured  Fatal  Injuries,  by  Industries 


Real  Estate 
Rubber  manufacture 
Wood  heel  finishing 
Auto  wrecking    . 

Total 
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The  average  age  of  the  employees  at  the  time  of  death  was  45  years,  and  the 
average  weeklj^  wages  were  $27.96. 

The  possible  maximum  payment  to  the  dependents  in  these  cases,  if  insured 
under  the  Act,  is  $55,468.00.  Thei-e  were  10  cases  in  which  there  were  total 
dependents  and  one  case  of  partial  dependency. 

lu  only  4  of  tliese  eases  were  we  able  to  obtain  accurate  figures  as  to  the  amount 
paid  by  non-insured  employers  to  the  dependents  of  their  fatally  injured  employees. 
The  amount  paid  was  $12,250.00  or  an  average  of  $3,062.00  per  case.  In  com- 
paring this  recover}'  with  that  provided  bj^  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act, 
the  cost  of  litigation  together  with  medical  payments  for  last  illness,  should  be 
kept  in  mind.  In  the  other  cases,  figures  are  unavailable,  either  because  the 
claims  have  not  been  adjudicated  or  settled  or  because  of  the  reluctance  of  the 
parties  to  disclose  information. 

A  statistical  tabulation  of  these  cases  follows: 


Industry  and  Occupation 

Age 

Wages 

Amount  Payable 
in  Analogous  Cases 

Settlement 

Shipbuilding,  steamfitter 
Steam  railroad,  switchman  . 
Express,  foreman 
Auto  wrecking,  laborer 

62 
43 
47 
63 

.'S39.95 

7.00 

44.94 

18.00 

Widow  and  2  children     . 

Widow 

Widow  and  2  children     . 

W  idow 

S5,600.00 
4,000.00 
6,288.00 
4,000.00 

.S5J.50.00 
5,000.00 
5,000.00 
1,500.00 

■sig.sss.oo 

.§12,250. 00 

An  analysis  of  dependency  is  of  value  in  uninsured  cases  in  sho^dng  upon  whom 
the  burden  fell. 


DepcJidency  in  Uninsured  Fatal  Cases 

Dependkncy  Number  of  Cases 


Widow  and  three  children 
Widow  and  two  children 
Widow  and  one  child 
Widow   .... 
Parents 


THE  MEDICAL  DIVISION 

The  work  accomplished  by  the  IMedical  Division  of  the  Board  under  the  super- 
vision of  its  medical  adviser^  is  briefly  presented  in  this  chapter.  A  more  detailed 
statement  of  the  work  and  functions  of  this  department  will  be  found  in  the  sixth 
annual  report. 

Insurers  reported  payments  for  medical  and  hospital  services,  on  injuries  occur- 
ring during  the  period  July  1,  1938  to  December  31,  1938,  in  the  sum  of 
$1,237,540.74.  This  sum  represents  34.6  per  cent  of  the  total  benefits  for  the 
year.  During  this  period  53,244  injured  employees  were  furnished  either  medical 
or  hospital  treatment  or  both. 

Manj^  problems  have  grown  out  of  the  large  number  of  cases  which  have  required 
the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  Medical  Division,  including  advice  as  to  the 
reasonableness  of  the  charges  of  phj'-sicians  and  hospitals  in  disputed  cases, 
adequacy  of  the  treatment  provided,  additional  treatment  beyond  the  first  two 
weeks  after  the  injury,  whether  the  employee's  incapacity  for  work  as  a  result 
of  the  injury  had  terminated  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  other  medical  questions. 

Impartial  physicians  are  appointed  by  the  Members  of  the  Board.  DuringJ'the 
period  covered  bj^  this  report,  947  impartial  examinations  have  been  made  at  a 
total  cost  of  $7,041.22.  In  addition  to  this  sum,  $222.00  was  paid  out  on  account 
of  services  of  impartial  physicians  at  hearings  on  disputed  cases,  and  for  hospital 
records  obtained  by  the  Board. 

The  medical  work  of  the  Board  has  been  administered  from  the  viewpoint  that 
employees  are  entitled  to  adequate  medical  and  hospital  treatment,  but  that  the 
cost  of  such  treatment  should  be  reasonable. 

'Matthew  V.  Norton,  M   D. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES. 

Table  I. — Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Cases  Insured  and  not 
Insured,  July  1,  1938  to  December  31,  1938 


Industries 


Insured 


Not 
Insured 


Total 


Agriculture,  Forestry  and  Animal  Husbandry 

Agriculture  ....... 

Forestry      ........ 

Animal  liusbandry         ...... 

Ice  harvesting      ....... 

Extraction  of  Minerals 
Quarrying   ........ 

Building  Trades 
Carpenters  ........ 

Electricians  ....... 

Masons        ........ 

Plumbers     .  .  .      '    . 

Painters       ........ 

Roofers        ........ 

Iron  workers  (in  building  trades  only) 

Hand  trades,  all  other  ...... 

Chemical  and  Allied  Products 
Fertilizers    .  .  . 

Paints,  varnish  and  japanning         .... 

Powder,  cartridges,  fireworks,  etc.,  makers 

Soap  makers 

Other  chemical  workers 

Clay,  Glass  and  Stone  Products 
Brickmakers 
Potteries 
Tile  makers 
Glass  makers,  workers  . 
Lime,  cement  and  gypsum 
Marble  and  stone  cutters 
Mica  and  isinglass 

Clothing 
Clothing  makers  . 
Corset  makers 
Hat  makers;  wool  and  felt 
Shirt,  collar  and  cuflf  makers  .... 

Food  and  Kindred  Products 
Bakeries      ........ 

Butter  and  cheese  makers      ..... 

Candy         ........ 

Fish  curers  and  packers  ..... 

Flour  and  grain  mills    ...... 

Fruit  and  vegetable  canners  ..... 

Slaughtering  and  packing  houses    .... 

Sugar  makers  and  refiners      ..... 

Other  food  preparers     .  .  .  .  ... 

Iron  and  Steel  and  Their  Products 
Automobile  factories     ...... 

Foundries  and  metal  working,  tools 

Ship  and  boat  building  ..... 

Wagons  and  carriages   ...... 

Other  iron  and  steel  workers  .  .  .  . 

Leather  and  its  Finished  Products 
Leather  belt,  leather  case,  pocket-book  maker.s 
Shoes  ........ 

Tanneries    ........ 

Trunk  makers       ....... 

Liquors  and  Beverages 
Breweries    ........ 

Distilleries  ........ 

Other  liquor  and  beverage  workers 

Lumber  and  its  Re-manufacture 
Box  makers  (wood) 
Furniture     . 
Pianos  and  organs 
Saw  and  planing  mills  . 
Wood  heels 
Other  wood  workers 

Metals  and  Metal  Products  ' 
Brass  mills  . 
Clock  factories 
Copper  factories  . 
Gold  and  silver  factories 
Jewelry  factories 
Lead  and  zinc  factories 
Tin  plate  factories 
Watch  factories   . 
Copper  and  brass  factories 
Other  metal  workers 


Other  than  Iron  and  Steel 


394 

4 

398 

205 

- 

205 

156 

_ 

156 

32 

4 

36 

1 

- 

1 

14 

6 

20 

14 

6 

20 

1,651 

6 

1,657 

198 

1 

199 

79 

- 

79 

76 

- 

76 

118 

— 

118 

74 

_ 

74 

127 

3 

130 

63 

- 

63 

916 

2 

918 

130 

3 

133 

4 

- 

4 

12 

_ 

12 

- 

2 

2 

10 

- 

10 

104 

1 

105 

100 

5 

105 

20 

- 

20 

12 

4 

16 

4 

- 

4 

19 

- 

19 

27 

1 

28 

16 

- 

16 

2 

- 

2 

239 

1 

240 

164 

1 

165 

4 

- 

4 

47 

- 

47 

24 

- 

24 

966 

65 

1,031 

240 

7 

247 

59 

40 

99 

90 

4 

94 

175 

4 

179 

7 

- 

7 

14 

- 

14 

253 

- 

253 

25 

_ 

25 

103 

10 

113 

1,155 

186 

1,341 

46 

- 

46 

408 

51 

4.59 

62 

89 

151 

3 

- 

3 

636 

46 

682 

930 

89 

1,019 

22 

1 

23 

.594 

17 

611 

312 

71 

383 

2 

- 

2 

149 

- 

149 

70 

- 

70 

15 

- 

15 

64 

- 

64 

444 

5 

449 

55 

- 

55 

190 

2 

192 

12 

- 

12 

76 

1 

77 

23 

- 

23 

88 

2 

90 

223 

2 

225 

11 

- 

11 

2 

- 

2 

18 

- 

18 

44 

~ 

44 

64 

- 

64 

27 

2 

29 

8 

- 

8 

11 

- 

11 

11 

— 

11 

27 

- 

27 
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Table  I. — Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Cases  Insured  and  not 
Insured,  July  1,  1937  to  June  30,  1938 — Continued 


Industries 


Insured 


Not 
Insured 


Total 


Paper 

Box  makers  ....... 

Makers  of  blank  books,  envelopes,  tags  and  labels,  bags 
Paper  and  pulp  mills     ...... 

Pulp  mills   ........ 

Other  paper  goods         ...... 

Printing  and  Bookbinding 

Printing  and  publishing  establishments  . 

Textiles 

Carpet  mills 

Cotton  mills 

Dyeing  and  finishing  textiles 

Hemp  and  jute  mills     . 

Knitting  mills 

Lace  and  embroidery  makers 

Linen  mills 

Print  works 

Rope  and  cordage  factories,  twine 

Sail,  awning  and  tent  makers 

Silk  mills     .... 

Woolen  mills,  worsted  mills 

Not  specified  textile  workers 

Miscellaneous  Industries 

Broom  and  brush  makers 

Button  makers     .... 

Cigars  and  tobacco 

Electric  light  and  power  companies 

Electrical  supplies 

Gas  works 

Water  power 

Oil  works    . 

Rubber  factories  , 

Straw  workers 

Gas  and  electric  companies 

Asbestos 

Other  miscellaneous  industries  and  occupations 

Water  Transportation 

Water  transportation    ...... 

Transportation,  Road,  etc.   . 

Construction  and  maintenance  of  roads,  streets,  etc. 
Livery  stables  and  garages    ..... 

Cab  and  taxi  companies,  buses,  not  street  railway  buses 
Street  railways     ....... 

Steam  railroads    ....... 


Express  Companies 

Express  companies         ..... 

Telephone  and  Telegraph 

Telephone  and  telegraph        .... 


Air  Transportation 


Air  transportation 

Other  Persons  in  Transportation 

Other  persons  in  transportation      .... 

Trade 

Banking  and  brokerage 

Insurance    ..... 

Real  Estate  .... 

Elevators    ..... 

Warehouses  and  cold  storage  plants 

Other  persons  in  trade 

Clerical  assistants  (industry,  business  or  profession  not  specified) 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Trade 
Automobiles 
Clothing 

Filling  stations     , 
Food  . 
Furniture     . 
All  other  wholesale  and  retail  trade 

Professional  Service 

Professional  service,  all  kinds  .... 

Domestic  and  Personal  Service 

Occupations  not  in  industries  .... 

Laundry  and  laundry  work    ..... 

Grand  Total 


534 

17 

551 

116 

10 

126 

39 

- 

39 

247 

5 

252 

3 

— 

3 

129 

2 

131 

248 

_ 

248 

248 

- 

248 

1,263 

102 

1,365 

20 

- 

20 

401 

39 

440 

117 

8 

126 

4 

— 

4 

66 

_ 

66 

2 

— 

2 

8 

— 

8 

20 

1 

21 

11 

.  — 

11 

5 

— 

5 

35 

_ 

35 

466 

49 

515 

108 

5 

113 

1,213 

60 

1,273 

14 

— 

14 

4 

— 

4 

10 

_ 

10 

171 

-  1 

172 

129 

4 

133 

60 

1 

61 

6 

— 

6 

95 

— 

95 

314 

51 

365 

3 

_ 

3 

48 

_ 

48 

5 

3 

8 

354 

- 

354 

112 

7 

119 

112 

7 

119 

1,667 

196 

1,863 

1,172 

2 

1,174 

308 

3 

311 

20 

- 

20 

165 

23 

188 

2 

168 

170 

368 

168 

536 

368 

168 

536 

4 

79 

83 

4 

79 

83 

4 

1 

5 

4 

1 

5 

106 

_ 

106 

106 

- 

100 

2,879 

290 

3,169 

57 

— 

57 

61 

_ 

61 

201 

2 

203 

14 

— 

14 

64 

2 

66 

105 

7 

112 

12 

- 

12 

86 

3 

89 

114 

- 

114 

65 

— 

65 

884 

236 

1,120 

85 

- 

85 

1,131 

40 

1,171 

547 

69 

616 

547 

69 

616 

1,494 

24 

1,518 

1,302 

17 

1,319 

192 

7 

199 

16,834 


1,385 


18,219 
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Table  II. — Insurance  Transactions  Under  the  Act,  filed  by  Insurance  Companies 
on  Injuries  Reported  for  the  Period,  July  1,  1938  to  December  31,  1938 

Number  of  employees  who  lost  no  time  from  work,  but  required  medical  services        3 1,665 

Payments  made S272,094 .  65 

Outstanding  payments  .........  19,864.39 

>T      ,  .  ,  ,  ,.  $291,959.04 

Number  of  employees  who  were  not  disabled  more  than  7  days,  but  required 

medical  services   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  '       .  .  .  7,878 

Payments  made '.  '  .'$95,580.40 

Outstanding  payments  .........  9,456 .  86 

,.,,,,                    .    .  $105,037.26 

Number  of  employees  receivmg  compensation  only        .          .          .          .          .  411 

Payments  made            ..........  $44,510.28 

Outstanding  payments          .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .  31^962!  09 

,,       ,                   ,                    .  $76,472.37 

Number  of  employees  receiving  both  medical  services  and  compensation           .  10, .588 

Medical  payments  made       .........  $590,341.59 

Medical  payments  outstanding     ........  246,298 .  82 

$836,640.41 

Compensation  payments  made      ........  $974,432 .  72 

Compensation  payments  outstanding    .......  876,808.99 

$1,851,241.71 
Number  of  cases  requiring  neither  the  payment  of  compensation  nor  medical  .  9,060 

Total  dependency  fatals     ..........  83 

Compensation  payments  made      .......;  $37,631.37 

Outstanding  compensation  payments    .......  327,808.94 

.?365,440.31 
Partial  dependency  fatals  ..........  19 

Compensation  payments  made      ........  $6,779 .  00 

Outstanding  compensation  payments    .......  31,545.00 

.$38,324.00 
No  dependency  fatals  ..........  11 

Payments  made $4,051 .  57 

Payments  outstanding  .........  8,750.00 

$12,801.57 


Number  of  fatal  cases  reported  to  insm-ance  companies  ......  113 

Number  of  non-fatal  cases  reported  to  insurance  companies  ......  62,602 

Total  number  reported  to  insurance  companies    ........  62,715 

Total  medical  paid $959,666.07 

Total  medical  outstanding 277,874 .  67 

$1,237,540.74 

Total  fatal  compensation  paid     ...........  $48,461.94 

Total  fatal  compensation  outstanding  .........  368,103.94 

$416,565.88 

Total  non-fatal  compensation  paid $1,018,943.00 

Total  non-fatal  compensation  outstanding   .........  908,771.08 

$1,927,714.08 

Total  payments  made .$2,027,071.01 

Total  payments  outstanding        ...........        1,554,749.69 

$3,581,820.70 
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Table  IX. — Coses  of  Injection,  by  Nature  of  Injury,  July  1,  1938,  to 
December  31,  1938 


Nature  of  Injury 


Totals 


Fatals 


Permanent 

Partial 
Disabilities 


Temporary 

Total 
Disabilities 


Abrasions,  contusions  and  bruises 

Burns  and  scalds    . 

Cuts,  punctures  and  lacerations 

I'^ractures       .... 

Sprains  and  strains 

.All  other        .... 

Amputations 

Grand  Total     . 


244 

2 

- 

242 

63 

- 

— 

63 

1,093 

7 

1 

1,085 

12 

1 

2 

9 

1 

— 

— 

1 

200 

1 

— 

199 

32 

- 

32 

- 

1,645 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT* 


of  the 


Department  of  Industrial  Accidents 


INTRODUCTION 

The  Department  of  Industrial  Accidents  presents  herewith  its  twenty-seventh 
annual  report.  This  report  contains  the  facts  and  figures,  in  summarized  form, 
which  comprise  the  Department's  experience  in  the  administration  of  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  Act  (General  Laws,  Chapter  152)  for  the  year  January  1,  1939 
to  December  31,  1939. 

This  report  is  the  first  calendar  year  report,  previous  reports  covering  the  year 
July  1  to  June  30.  Comparisons  made  in  the  summary  of  accident  experience  are 
related  to  the  report  for  the  year  July  1,  1937  to  June  30,  1938. 

It  may  be  stated,  in  brief,  that  a  comparison  with  the  report  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1938  shows  that  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  injuries  reported  to 
the  Department,  and  also  an  increase  in  the  percentage  of  tabulatable  injuries  from 
29.7  per  cent  to  30.1  per  cent. 

The  severity  of  injuries,  as  measured  by  the  plan  for  weighting  time  loss  due  to 
injuries,  was  less  by  120,853  days  than  for  July  1,  1937  to  June  30,  1938.  This  de- 
crease may  be  accounted  for,  in  part,  by  the  fact  that  there  were  fewer  fatal  injuries 
this  year. 

A  synopsis  of  the  subjects  covered  in  the  current  report  follows: 

The  Twenty-seventh  Year  of  the  Act. — This  chapter  covers  in  condensed  form  the 
number  of  tabulatable  injuries,  total  reported  injuries,  aggregate  time  lost,  a  con- 

*  a  six  months  report  for  the  second  half  of  1938  covers  the  hiatus  period  in  the  transition  from  the  old 
report  year  ending  June  30,  1938  to  the  new  calendar  year  report  beginning  January  1,  1939. 
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densed  statement  of  combined  payments  by  insurance  companies  operating  under 
the  Act,  extent  of  incapacity  in  certain  cases,  and  dependency,  in  brief,  in  fatal  cases. 

Summary  of  Accident  Experience. — This  chapter  explains  the  various  tables 
found  in  the  Appendix,  with  a  brief  analysis  of  each,  and  should  be  referred  to  for 
an  understanding  of  the  tables  used.  Graphs  containing  comparisons  are  used  to 
present  certain  important  phases  of  the  experience. 

Maximum  Payment  Cases. — This  chapter  contains  a  brief  survey  of  the  non- 
fatal cases  in  which  the  maximum  amount  of  compensation  payable  under  the  Act 
has  been  made. 

Dependency  in  Fatal  Cases  not  Insured  under  the  Act. — ^This  chapter  deals  with 
particular  reference  to  the  condition  of  dependents  in  fatal  cases  where  the  injured 
employees  were  not  insured  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  The  statements 
represent  an  analysis  based  on  Table  XII  in  the  Appendix  of  this  report. 

Medical  Division. — This  chapter  contains  a  brief  summary  of  the  work  of  this 
division  with  some  statistical  data  for  the  past  year. 

THE  TWENTY-SEVENTH  YEAR  OF  THE  ACT 

There  were  126,871  accident  reports  filed  with  the  Department  of  Industrial 
Accidents  for  the  year  January  1,  1939  to  December  31,  1939.  Of  these,  38,151 
were  tabulatable  injuries  (injuries  causing  the  loss  of  at  least  one  day  or  one  shift, 
usually  8  hours),  including  deaths,  permanent  total,  permanent  partial  and  tem- 
porary total  disabilities.  Death  resulted  in  190  of  these  cases,  19  involved  permanent 
total  disability,  984  permanent  partial  disability,  and  36,958  were  temporary  totals. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  reported  injuries,  from  112,728  in  1938  to 
126,871  in  1939  and  also  an  increase  in  the  number  of  tabulatable  injuries,  from 
33,460  in  1938  to  38,151  in  1939. 

The  reports  from  insurance  companies  show  that  the  payments  made  and  to  be 
made  on  account  of  injuries  occurring  in  this  period  total  $7,139,125.92  and  are 
classified  as  follows:  medical,  $2,615,341.69;  fatal  compensation,  $548,857.47;  and 
non-fatal  compensation,  $3,974,926.76. 

The  weighted  time  loss  charged  to  all  injuries  is  3,061,494  days,  distributed  as 
follows:  death,  37.2  per  cent;  permanent  total  disability,  3.7  per  cent;  permanent 
partial  disability,  18.3  per  cent;  and  temporary  total  disability,  40.8  per  cent. 

There  were  190  fatals  this  year,  a  decrease  of  17  cases  in  comparison  with  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1938.  Total  dependency  was  involved  in  150  cases,  324  per- 
sons being  so  dependent.  In  20  cases  dependency  was  partial,  the  dependents  num- 
bering 25.  In  the  remaining  20  cases,  there  was  no  dependency.  There  were  158 
cases,  or  83.1  per  cent  insured. 

SUMMARY  OF  ACCIDENT  EXPERIENCE 

Table  I,  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Cases  Insured 

AND  NOT  Insured 

The  statistics  of  the  Board  show  that  93.5  per  cent,  or  35,658  of  the  tabulatable 
injuries  were  insured  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  and  that  6.5  per  cent,  or  2,493 
were  not  insured.  This  is  a  decrease  of  .9  per  cent  in  the  number  of  non-insured 
cases  as  compared  with  1938. 

Table  II,  Insurance  Transactions  Under  the  Act 
This  table  was  compiled  from  figures  furnished  the  Board,  upon  its  request, 
under  section  63  of  the  Act,  by  insurance  companies  licensed  under  the  Act,  and 
also  from  the  boards,  commissions  and  departments  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  and  counties,  cities,  towns  and  districts,  which  have  accepted  the 
provisions  of  the  Act.  During  the  year  ending  December  31,  1939,  a  total  payment 
of  $7,139,125.92  was  reported.  This  is  an  increase  of  $550,426.71  as  compared  with 
1938.  This  increase  may  be  accounted  for,  in  part,  by  the  fact  that  there  were  more 
.  njuries  this  year  than  last. 
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During  the  past  year  there  has  been  paid  to  injured  laborers,  workmen  and 
mechanics  in  the  service  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  various  counties,  cities, 
towns  and  districts,  and  to  their  dependents,  which  are  under  the  Act,  the  sum  of 
$333,102.16  as  compared  with  $368,675.16  which  was  reported  paid  in  1938. 

It  should  be  noted  that  Chapter  403  of  the  Acts  of  1936  permits  the  extension  of 
the  Act  to  additional  or  all  employees  of  the  Commonwealth,  counties,  cities,  towns 
and  districts,  upon  proper  acceptance  of  such  chapter,  excepting  police  and  fire 
forces,  A  number  of  pohtical  subdivisions  insure  directly  with  private  carriers  in 
lieu  of  accepting  statutes  enabling  payment  directly  by  such  subdivisions. 

According  to  the  information  furnished  the  Board  by  insurers  and  the  public 
units,  the  average  cost  per  case,  including  compensation  and  medical  benefits,  paid 
and  estimated  outstanding  in  all  cases  in  which  such  payments  were  made,  whether 
tabulatable  or  not,  was  $61.85  as  compared  with  an  average  cost  per  case  of  $62.70 
in  1938. 

Insurance  Payments  Made  and  Outstanding 

Type  or  Payment  Amount  Per  Cent 

Medical,  for  all  cases      ........  $2,615,341.69                36.6 

Fatal,  dependency  compensation      ......  548,857.47                    7.7 

Non-fatal,  disability  compensation  .          .....  3,974,926.76                55.7 


Totals $7,139,125.92  100.0 

Based  on  the  payments  made  and  estimated  outstanding  and  the  cases  to  which 
they  apply,  the  average  cost  per  case  for  the  several  groups  is  as  follows: 

Average  Cost  per  Specified  Case 

Number  Average 
Type  of  Payment                                                                        of  Cases  Cost 

Medical,  for  all  cases      ........  114,508  $22.84 

Fatal,  dependency  compensation      ......  149  3,683.60 

Non-fatal,  disability  compensation  ......  22,518  176.52 

Table  III,  Frequency  op  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Extent  of  Disability 

This  table  indicates  the  number  of  deaths,  permanent  total  disabilities,  perma- 
nent partial  disabilities,  and  temporary  total  disabilities. 

In  permanent  total  disabilities,  the  element  of  judgment,  based  on  experience, 
must  enter  into  classifying  a  part  of  the  data.  In  rating  injuries  of  this  nature, 
the  general  principle  by  which  severity  is  to  be  measured  is  based  on  economic  loss  to 
the  community  and  on  the  loss  of  wages  to  the  employee.  Permanent  total  disability 
applies  to  every  injury  which  permanently  incapacitates  the  workmen  from  per- 
forming any  work  continuously  in  a  gainful  occupation.  The  element  of  judgment 
must  enter  into  the  classification  of  the  data,  because  the  statistics  must  be  compiled 
before  we  can  determine  definitely  whether  an  injured  employee  is  ever  going  to  be 
able  to  perform  work  again. 

Permanent  partial  disabilities  are  all  injuries  less  than  permanent  total,  which 
result  in  the  loss  of  any  member  of  the  body,  or  part  thereof,  or  in  the  permanent 
impairment  of  any  function,  as  included  in  the  specific  injury  table. 

Temporary  total  disabilities  are  those  in  which  no  permanent  partial  disability 
is  involved. 

Extent  of  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries 

Extent  of  Disabliity 
Deaths  ........ 

Permanent  total  disabilities     ...... 

Permanent  partial  disabilities  ..... 

Temporary  total  disabilities    ...... 

Totals 38,151 

'  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 


Number  of 

Per 

Cases 

Cent 

190 

.5 

19 

-1 

984 

2.6 

36,958 

96.8 
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NUMBER  OF  TOTAL  TABULATASLE  IMJURIES  BY  JNDUSTRtES 
Januarv  t,  1939  TO  Decewber  30,  1939 


1  Traoc 

2  TraNSPORTATIOM, ROAD, ETC. 

3  Iron  ano  steeu 
k   Service 

5  Textiles 

6  Building  trades 

7  Leather 
S  Food 
9  Proitessional  SERVice 

10  Paper 

11  Express,  truck i no 

12  Lumber 

13  Agriculture 
\h  Clothing 

!5  Printing,  bookbinoins 
16  Metals 
1 7. Chemicals 

18  Clav,  class,  stone 

19  Liquors 

20  Water  transportation 

21  Others  in  transportation 

22  Telephone  and  telegraph 

23  Minerals 
2U  Air  transportation 
25  Miscellaneous 


7,000 


The  following  table  is  a  summary  of  the  duration  of  disability  in  all  cases  in  this 
classification : 

Duration  of  Temporary  Total  Disabilities 


Disability  Period 


1  to  3  days    . 
4  to  7  days    . 

1  to  2  weeks 

2  to  3  weeks 

3  to  4  weeks 

4  to  8  weeks 
8  to  13  weeks 
13  to  26  weeks 
26  to  52  weeks 
Over  1  year  . 

Totals    . 


Number  of 

Per 

Cases 

Cent 

6,253 

16.9 

7,936 

21.5 

5,278 

14.3 

4,296 

11.6 

2,629 

7.1 

5,611 

15.2 

2,489 

6.8 

1,338 

3.6 

679 

1.8 

449 

1.2 

36,958 
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It  should  be  noted  that  in  14,189  cases,  or  38.4  per  cent  of  the  temporary  total 
disabilities,  the  employee  was  not  incapacitated  for  a  period  of  more  than  7  days. 
Compensation  would  not  be  payable  on  these  injuries,  but  if  the  employers  were 
insured,  the  employees  would  be  entitled  to  medical  benefits. 
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Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Extent  of  Disability,  Including  Per- 
centage Distribution 


Indtjstkies 


Totals 


Num-     Per 
ber      Cent 


Deaths 


Num-     Per 
ber      Cent 


Permanent 

Total 
Disabilities 


Num-     Per 
ber      Cent 


Permanent 

Partial 
Disabilities 


Num-     Per 
ber      Cent 


Tempobart 

Total 
Disabilities 


Num-     Per 
ber      Cent 


Trade       . 

Transportation,  road,  etc. 

Iron  and  steel  . 

Service     . 

Textiles    . 

Building  trades 

Miscellaneous  . 

Leather    . 

Food 

Professional 

Paper 

Express,  trucking 

Lumber    . 

Agriculture 

Clothing 

Printing,  bookbinding 

Metals     . 

Chemicals 

Clay,  glass,  stone 

Liquors    . 

Water  transportation 

Others  in  transportation 

Telephone,  telegraph 

Minerals 

Air  transportation 

Totals 


6,878 

4,051 

3,244 

3,107 

2,977 

2,963 

2,459 

2,102 

1,969 

1,249 

1,212 

1,069 

1,037 

631 

572 

552 

477 

331 

309 

306 

253 

207 

145 

41 

10 


30 

39 

12 

7 

10 

23 

19 

5 

6 

5 

4 


15.8 

20.5 

6.3 

3.7 

5.3 

12.1 

10.0 

2.6 

3.1 

2.6 

2.1 

4.7 

1.1 

1.1 

.5 

1.6 

.5 

2.1 

1.6 

1.1 

1.1 

.5 


15.8 
5.3 

10.5 
5.3 
5.3 
5.3- 

21.0 

5.3 

5.3- 

5.3 


5.3- 
5.3 


5.3 


71 

79 

167 

41 

119 

69 

86 

56 

48 

20 

43 

11 

70 

16 

7 

14 

29 

11 

10 

8 

4 

3 


7.2 

8.0 

17.0 

4.2 

12.1 

7.0 

8.8 

5.7 

4.9 

2.0 

4.4 

1.1 

7.1 

1.6 

.7 

1.4 

3.0 

1.1 

1.0 

.8 

.4 

.3 


6,774 

3,932 

3,063 

3,058 

2,847 

2,870 

2,350 

2,041 

1,914 

1,223 

1,164 

1,049 

965 

612 

563 

535 

447 

316 

296 

295 

247 

203 

145 

39 

10 


18.3 

10.6 

8.3 

8.3 

7.7 

7.8 

6.4 

5.5 

5.2 

3.3 

3.1 

2.8 

2.6 

1.7 

1.5 

1.4 

1.2 

.9 

.8 

.8 

.7 

.5 

.4 

.1 

_i 


38,151  100.0   190   100.0    19   100.0   984 


36,958  100.0 


1  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 


Deaths. — "Transportation,  road,  etc."  had  the  highest  number  of  deaths,  39,  or 
20.5  per  cent;  followed  in  order  by  "trade",  with  30  or  15.8  per  cent,  "building 
trades",  with  23  or  12.1  per  cent,  "miscellaneous"  with  19  or  10  per  cent,  and  the 
rest  as  shown. 

Permanent  Total  Disabilities. — There  were  19  permanent  total  disability  injuries 
classified  as  follows:  "miscellaneous",  4;  "trade",  3;  "iron  and  steel",  2;  and  the 
rest  as  shown. 

The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  each  permanent  total  disability. 

Miscellaneous: 

A  24  year  old  laborer,  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  electrical  apparatus,  fell 
from  a  staging  and  sustained  injuries  to  his  spine  resulting  in  loss  of  use  of  both  legs. 

A  40  year  old  female  worker  in  a  rubber  factory  sustained  an  injury  to  her  back 
which  aggravated  a  pre-existing  tubercular  condition. 

A  42  year  old  machine  operator  in  a  rubber  factory,  caught  both  hands  in  a 
calender,  sustaining  amputation  of  some  and  loss  of  use  of  other  fingers  on  both 
hands,  which  may  result  in  loss  of  use  of  both  hands. 

A  54  year  old  employee  sustained  injuries  when  a  box  dropped  on  his  foot  and 
aggravated  a  pre-existing  diabetic  condition  necessitating  amputation  of  leg  above 
knee.   (Amputation  of  remaining  leg  may  become  necessary  and  may  occasion  claim 
of  causal  relation  to  injury.) 
Trade: 

A  68  year  old  female  bookkeeper,  employed  in  a  bank,  fell  and  fractured  her  hip 
which  has  not  united. 

A  68  year  old  janitor  fell  on  stairs  and  fractured  right  humerus  and  femur. 

A  67  year  old  saleswoman  fell  off  a  chair  on  which  she  had  been  standing  and 
sustained  a  fractured  femur,  which  has  not  united. 

Iron  and  Steel: 

A  46  year  old  grinding  machine  operator  contracted  silicosis. 

A  63  year  old  stationary  engineer,  making  his  exit  in  stooping  position  from  under 
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staging,  struck  his  head  against  staging  sustaining  a  fractured  skull  and  concussion. 
Transportation,  Road,  etc.: 

A  26  year  old  laborer  fell,  sustaining  a  fractured  skull,  when  the  crow  bar  with 
which  he  was  prjdng  a  rock  slipped. 

.  NUMBER  OF  FATAL   I NJUR I ES  BY   I NOUSTR I ES 


January  1 .   1 939  -  OecEMacR  3I ,  1 939 


Service: 

A  59  year  old  male  dishwasher  in  a  hotel,  sustained  severe  burns  resulting  in 
thrombo-phlebitis  and  aggravating  a  pre-existing  heart  condition.  The  Board  sus- 
tained the  claim,  but  the  appeal  of  the  insurer  to  the  Court  has  not  yet  been  heard. 
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Building  Trades: 

A  54  year  old  laborer  sustained  a  fractured  skull  when  he  was  accidently  struck 
by  a  hammer  in  the  hands  of  a  fellow-worker. 
Textiles: 

A  52  year  old  laborer,  employed  in  a  woolen  mill,  struck  his  thumb  against  a 
machine,  sustaining  a  cut  which  became  septic,  and  a  general  toxic  depressive 
psychosis  developed. 
Food: 

A  78  year  old  laborer  sUpped  on  coffee  beans  and  fell  sustaining  a  severe  back 
strain. 
Paper: 

A  28  year  old  machine  operator  became  insane  as  a  result  of  severe  injuries  to 
hands  which  were  caught  in  a  plating  machine.  Loss  of  use  of  hands  may  result. 
Professional: 

A  31  year  old  nurse  in  a  mental  hospital  contracted  pulmonary  tuberculosis  from 
constant  exposure  to  moist  air  and  wetness  in  giving  baths  to  patients. 
Agriculture: 

A  61  year  old  foreman  sustained  a  very  severe  back  injury  when  he  tried  to  stop 
a  bolting  horse. 
Clothing: 

A  62  year  old  machine  operator  sustained  a  very  severe  back  strain  when  his  foot 
sUpped  off  the  lever  of  a  pressing  machine. 
Liquors: 

A  68  year  old  laborer,  employed  in  a  brewery,  fell  and  sustained  a  dislocated 
shoulder  and  ruptured  supraspinatus  tendon. 

Permanent  Partial  Disabilities. — "Iron  and  steel"  had  the  highest  frequency  with 
167  cases  or  17  per  cent,  followed  by  "textiles"  with  119  or  12.1  per  cent  and  "mis- 
cellaneous" with  86  or  8.8  per  cent. 

Temporary  Total  Disabilities. — The  frequency  order  of  this  group  occurred  as 
printed  with  the  exception  of  "building  trades"  and  "textiles,"  which  are  reversed. 

Table  IV,  Sevekitt  of  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Extent  of  Disability 

This  table  aims  to  give  a  measure  of  the  severity  of  injuries  according  to  the 
actual  and  weighted  time  loss,  the  unit  of  time  loss  being  the  unit  least  given  to 
fluctuating. 

The  weighting  of  the  temporary  total  disabilities  and  permanent  partial  dis- 
abilities is  most  easily  determined  by  using  as  the  basis  of  measurement  the  actual 
number  of  days  lost  as  a  result  of  injuries.  Previous  to  July  1,  1937,  the  permanent 
partial  disabilities  were  weighted  by  using  for  each  case  an  aliquot  part  of  six 
thousand  days  proportionate  to  the  degree  of  disability  resulting  from  the  par- 
ticular bodily  impairment. 

Under  the  plan  for  weighting  the  other  types  of  injuries,  the  following  principles 
were  used: 

For  each  death  and  permanent  total  disability,  a  weight  of  six  thousand  days 
was  employed  as  representing  the  average  working  life  expectancy.  This  was 
determined  on  the  accident  experience  in  several  states  and  some  practical  modifi- 
cations based  on  committee  judgment. 
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Severity  of  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Extent  of  Disability 

Industries 


Transportation,  road,  etc. 
Trade 

Building  trades  . 
,  Miscellaneous 
Iron  and  steel     . 
Textiles      . 
Service 
Leather 
Food 

Express  and  trucking 
Professional  service 
Paper 
Lumber 
Agriculture 

Printing  and  bookbinding 
Clay,  glass  and  stone 
Chemicals 
Liquors 
Clothing    . 

Others  in  transportation 
Metals 

Water  transportation 
Minerals    . 

Telephone  and  telegraph 
Air  transportation 

Totals 


Per- 

Per- 

Tem- 

manent 

manent 

porary- 

Totals 

Deaths 

Total 

Partial 

Total 

Disabil- 

Disabil- 

Disabil- 

ities 

ities 

ities 

481,869 

234,000 

6,000 

72,601 

169.268 

448,851 

180,000 

18,000 

47,529 

203,322 

368,723 

138,000 

6,000 

76,029 

148,694 

245,215 

114,000 

24,000 

43,258 

33,957 

222,706 

72,000 

12,000 

49,291 

89,415 

213,330 

60,000 

6,000 

49,671 

97,659 

190,141 

42,000 

6,000 

38,019 

104,122 

125,644 

30,000 

- 

31,839 

63,805 

122,390 

36,000 

6,000 

29,311 

51,079 

101,465 

54,000 

- 

12,546 

34,919 

99,346 

30,000 

6,000 

22,705 

40,641 

77,178 

24,000 

6,000 

12,972 

34,206 

60,251 

12,000 

- 

19,895 

28,356 

53,321 

12,000 

6,000 

13,703 

21,618 

42,743 

18,000 

- 

8,325 

16,418 

37,842 

18,000 

- 

10,176 

9,666 

36,833 

24,000 

- 

3,309 

9,524 

30,549 

12,000 

6,000 

2,932 

9,617 

28,277 

6,000 

6,000 

1,375 

14,902 

22,838 

6,000 

- 

6,008 

10,830 

22,165 

6,000 

- 

4,838 

11,327 

20,497 

12,000 

- 

'       520 

7,977 

4,892 

- 

- 

3,180 

1,712 

4,299 

- 

- 

- 

4,299 

129 

- 

- 

- 

129 

3,061,494 

1,140,000 

114,000 

560,032 

1,247,462 

The  following  table  indicates  that  under  the  weighted  system  used,  deaths  cover 
37.2  per  cent  of  the  total  time  loss,  although  only  190  out  of  a  total  of  38,151  cases 
were  fatal. 

Distributed  Severity  of  Injuries 

Extent  of  Disability                                                                 Days  Lost  Per  Cent 

Deaths 1,140,000  37.2 

Permanent  total  disabilities         .......                 114,000  3.7 

Permanent  partial  disabilities      .......                 560,032  18.3 

Temporary  total  disabilities 1,247,462  40.8 


Totals 


3,061,494 


100.0 


The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  distribution  of  days  lost  and  the 
average  days  lost  per  case  by  industries: 

Percentage  Distribution  of  Lost  Days  and  Average 

Industries 
Transportation,  road,  etc. 
Trade 

Building  trades     . 
Miscellaneous 
Iron  and  steel 
Textiles 
Service 
Leather 

Food  .... 
Express  and  trucking    . 
Professional  service 
Paper 
Lumber 
Agriculture 

Printing  and  bookbinding 
Clay,  glass  and  stone    . 
Chemicals   . 
Liquors 
Clothing 

Others  in  transportation 
Metals 

Water  transportation    . 
Minerals 

Telephone  and  telegraph 
Air  transportation 


>ays  per  Case, 

by  Industries 

Per  Cent 

Average  Days 

of  Total 

per  Case 

15.7 

119 

14.7 

65 

12.0 

124 

8.0 

100 

7.3 

69 

7.0 

72 

6.2 

61 

4.1 

60 

4.0 

62 

3.3 

95 

3.3 

79 

2.5 

64 

2.0 

58 

1.7 

84 

1.4 

77 

1.2 

122 

1.2 

111 

1.0 

100 

.9 

49 

.7 

110 

.7 

46 

.7 

81 

.2 

119 

.1 

30 

.- 1 

13 

Totals 


100.0 


80 


1  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 
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A  study  of  the  above  table  indicates  that  the  industry  "building  trades"  con- 
tained the  injuries  which  were  of  the  most  severe  character,  the  average  days  lost 
per  case  being  124.  Last  year  the  average  days  lost  per  case  for  this  industry  was 
147. 

The  general  decrease  in  the  average  days  lost  per  case  is  due,  in  part,  to  the  fact 
that  there  were  17  less  fatals  this  year  than  the  previous  report  year  and  also  that 
the  number  of  minor  injuries,  7  days  and  less,  increased  from  33.6  per  cent  of  the 
temporary  total  disabilities  in  1938  to  38.4  per  cent  in  1939. 

Table  V,  Sex  and  Age  of  Injueed  in  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries 

Sex  of  Injured. — The  following  table  indicates  that  from  a  total  of  38,151  cases, 
87.6  per  cent  occurred  among  males  and  4,743,  or  12.4  per  cent,  occurred  among 
females. 

The  experience  according  to  the  extent  of  disability  is  here  shown. 


Extent  of  Disability,  by  Sex 

• 

Males 

Females 

Extent  of  Disability 

Number  of 
Cases 

Per  Cent 

Number  of 
Cases 

Per  Cent 

Deaths    .          .          ... 

Permanent  total  disabilities 
Permanent  partial  disabilities     . 
Temporary  total  disabilities 

18-1 

15 

909 

32,300 

.5 

_  1 

2!? 
96.7 

6 

4 

75 

4,658 

.1 

.1 

1.6 

98.2 

Totals       .... 

33.408 

100.0 

4,743 

100.0 

1  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 

An  analysis  of  the  above  table  shows  that  males  sustained  96.8  per  cent  of  the 
fatal  injuries,  and  that  .5  per  cent  of  the  total  injuries  to  them  were  fatal.  The  fatal 
injuries  to  women  were  .1  per  cent  of  the  total  injuries  sustained  by  them. 

The  percentages  of  the  permanent  partial  and  temporary  total  disabiUties  were 
of  almost  equal  proportion. 

There  were  four  permanent  total  injuries  to  women  this  year. 

Age. — The  age  experience  for  all  years  is  considered  by  compressing  the  number 
by  year  intervals,  into  groups  sufficient  for  general  explanation. 

Distribution  of  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Age  Periods 

Age  Periods  (Years) 
14?and  under 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 

20  to  24,  inclusive 
25  to  29,  inclusive 
30  to  34,  inclusive 
35  to  39,  inclusive 
40  to  44,  inclusive 
45  to  49,  inclusive 
60  to  54,  inclusive 
55  to  59,  inclusive 
60  to  64,  inclusive 
65  and  over  . 

Totals 38,151 


Number  of 

Cases 

Per  Cent 

27 

.1 

30 

.1 

127 

.3 

332 

.9 

755 

2.0 

1,178 

3.1 

6,656 

17.4 

5,732 

15.0 

4,597 

12.1 

4,281 

11.2 

3,835 

10.1 

3,420 

9.0 

2,880 

7.5 

1,959 

5.1 

1,315 

3.4 

1,027 

2.7 

100.0 


No  comment  on  the  above  table  seems  necessary  except  to  state  that  the  ages 
from  14  to  20  are  given  for  the  benefit  of  those  interested  in  minors. 
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Table  VI,    Total  Tabtjlatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Wage  Groups 
No  attempt  is  made  in  the  following  table  to  give  the  distribution  by  industries 
as  Table  VI  in  the  Appendix  contains  this  information. 


Distribution  o 

/  Tabulatable 

Injuries,  by  Wage  Groups 

Nvunber  of              Per  Cent 

Cumulative 

Wage  Groups                                                      Cases                   of  Total 

Per  Cent 

Under  $10.00 960                         2.5 

2.5 

$10.00  to  $10.99     . 

540                          1.4 

3.9 

$11.00  to  $11.99     . 

607                          1.6 

5.5 

$12.00  to  $12.99     . 

1,027                          2.7 

8.2 

$13.00  to  $13.99     . 

1,053                          2.8 

11.0 

$14.00  to  $14.99     . 

1,369                          3.6 

14.6 

$15.00  to  $15.99     . 

1,771                          4.6 

19.2 

$16.00  to  $16.99     . 

1,484                          3.9 

23.1 

$17.00  to  $17.99     . 

1,430                          3.7 

26.8 

$18.00  to  $18.99     . 

2,064                          5.4 

32.2 

$19.00  to  $19.99     . 

1,326                          3.5 

35.7 

$20.00  to  $20.99     . 

2,150                          5.6 

41.3 

$21.00  to  $21.99     . 

1,368                          3.6 

44.9 

$22.00  to  $22.99     . 

1,742                          4.6 

49.5 

$23.00  to  $23.99     . 

1,085                          2.8 

52.3 

$24.00  to  $24.99     . 

1,654                          4.3 

56.6 

$25.00  to  $25.99     . 

2,203                          5.8 

62.4 

$26.00  to  $26.99     . 

1,187                          3.1 

65.5 

$27.00  to  $27.99     . 

1,434                         3.8 

69.3 

$28.00  to  $28.99     . 

1,214                        3.2 

72.5 

$29.00  to  $29.99     . 

613                          1.6 

74.1 

$30.00  to  $30.99     . 

2,081                          5.5 

79.6 

$31.00  to  $31.99     . 

535                          1.4 

81.0 

$32.00  to  $32.99     . 

733                          1.9 

82.9 

$33.00  to  $33.99     . 

572                          1.5 

84.4 

$34.00  to  $34.99     . 

685                          1.8 

86.2 

$35.00  and  over     . 

5,264                        13.8 

100.0 

Totals 


38,151 


This  year  as  well  as  last,  the  group  "$35.00  and  over"  is  the  largest  with  5,264 
cases,  or  13.8  per  cent  of  the  total.  This  is  .8  per  cent  less  than  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1938. 

There  was  also  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  in  which  the  employees  were 
receiving  less  than  $10  a  week,  from  2.9  per  cent  in  1938  to  2.5  per  cent  in  1939. 
During  the  year  ending  June  30,  1930,  this  group  was  only  1.4  per  cent  of  the  total 
tabulatable  injuries. 

There  was  a  decrease,  from  35.8  per  cent  in  1938  to  34.5  per  cent  in  1939,  in  the 
number  of  cases  in  which  the  maximum  compensation  rate  would  be  $18  a  week. 
This  group  was  50.8  per  cent  of  the  total  cases  occurring  in  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1930,  the  last  high  year  for  this  group. 


Table  VII,    Location  of  Injury,  by  Nature  of  Injury 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  injuries  by  location  of  injury. 

Distribution  of  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Location  of  Injury 

Number  of 


Location  op  Injxtbt 

Upper  extremities 

Lower  extremities 

Trunk            

Head 

Face  and  Neck 

Body 

Cases 

14,968 

.        10,200 

8,597 

2,203 

1,202 

981 

Per  Cent 

39.2 

26.7 

22.5 

5.8 

3.2 

2.6 

Totals 

38,151 

100.0 

It  will  be  observed  that  out  of  a  total  of  38,151  injuries,  14,968  or  39.2  per  cent 
affected  the  upper  extremities. 

From  the  medical  aspect  in  particular,  and  for  information  in  general,  the 
following  table,  which  shows  the  number  of  tabulatable  injuries  by  location  and 
nature  of  injury,  will  prove  of  interest. 
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NUMBER  OF  TOTAL  TABUUTABLE  INJURIES  BY  WAGE  GROUPS 

Comparison  or  year  cnoinq 
June  30,  I93S  with  year  ending  December  3I ,  I939 


6,000 


5,000 


4.000 


3.000 


2.000 


1,000 


- 

-I 

1 
1 
1 
1 

! 

1 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

/\     A'\A    y     \           1             1 
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Distribution  of  Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Location  and  Nature  of  Injury 


NATtTKB  OF  Injury 


Face  Upper        Lower 

Head  and  Trunk      Extrem-    Extrem- 

Neck  ities  itiea 


Body       Totals 


Sprains  and  strains 

7 

63 

6,481 

1,478 

2,579 

43 

10,651 

Cuts,  punctures,  lacerations     . 

610 

428 

76 

6,907 

1,786 

21 

9,828 

Abrasions,  bruises,  contusions 

328 

183 

1,030 

2,231 

3,092 

162 

7,026 

Fraetiu-es      .... 

69 

100 

618 

1,501 

1,742 

14 

4,044 

All  other        .... 

774 

88 

321 

757 

570 

385 

2,895 

Burns  and  scalds    . 

190 

253 

36 

743 

312 

63 

1,587 

Amputations,  loss  of  use 

64 

- 

- 

758 

48 

- 

870 

Occupational  diseases 

15 

87 

6 

432 

32 

280 

852 

Dislocations 

- 

- 

29 

161 

39 

- 

229 

Concussions 

146 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

146 

Electric  shocks 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

23 

23 

Totals        .... 

2,203 

1,202 

8,597 

14,968 

10,200 

981 

38,151 
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Table  VIII,    Location,  by  Nature  of  Injury  anb  Extent  of  Disability 

This  table  shows  the  tabulatable  injuries,  by  nature  of  injury  and  duration  of 
disability,  including  the  percentage  distribution.  The  location  of  injury  is  not 
given  in  this  analysis. 

Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Nature  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability,  Including 

Percentage  Distribution 


Natukb  or  Injuht 


Sprains  and  strains 

Cuts,  punctures,  lacerations 

Abrasions,  contusions,  bruises 

Fractures 

All  other 

Burns  and  scalds    . 

Amputations,  loss  of  use 

Occupational  diseases 

Dislocations 

Concussions 

Electric  shocks 

Totals    . 


Per- 

Per- 

Tem- 

manent 

manent 

porary 

Per 

Total 

Partial 

Total 

Totals 

Cent 

Deaths 

Disabili- 

Disabili- 

Disabili- 

ties 

ties 

ties 

10,651 

27.9 

15 

3 

23 

10,610 

9,828 

25.8 

8 

.      2 

3 

9,815 

7,026 

18.4 

3 

- 

4 

7,019  . 

4,044 

10.6 

69 

5 

68 

3,902 

2,895 

7.6 

43 

1 

2 

2,849 

1,587 

4.1 

19 

1 

2 

1,565 

870 

2.3 

7 

3 

860 

- 

852 

2.2 

14 

2 

17 

819 

229 

.6 

- 

1 

1 

227 

146 

.4 

3 

1 

4 

138 

23 

.1 

9 

- 

- 

14 

38,151 


100.0 


19 


36.958 


1  Less  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. 

Table  IX,  Infection,  by  Nature  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability 

A  comparison  of  the  statistics  of  infections  shows  that  there  were  87  cases  more 
than  in  1938.  Experience  of  the  Board  shows  that  one  out  of  every  twelve  cases 
resulted  in  an  infection  as  compared  with  one  out  of  every  eleven  last  year._  The 
reason  for  this  rather  strange  ratio  can  be  more  or  less  charged  to  the  individual. 

Investigation  made  by  the  Department  of  Labor  and  Industries  has  indicated 
that  in  the  greater  majority  of  cases  facilities  for  first  aid  treatment  were  available, 
but  that  the  employees,  neglected  to  make  use  of  them. 

Infection,  by  Nature  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability 


Nature  of  Injury 


Permanent      Permarent      Temporary 
Totals  Deaths  7'otal  Partial  Total  _ 

Disabilities     Disabilities     Disabilities 


Cuts,  punctures,  lacerations 

2,205 

5 

Abrasions,  bruises,  contusions   . 

513 

2 

All  other          .... 

312 

- 

Burns  and  scalds      .          . 

101 

1 

Amputations,  loss  of  use  . 

68 

2 

Fractures         .... 

19 

1 

Sprains  and  strains 

5 

- 

Dislocations    .... 

1 

- 

Totals 


3,224 


1 

2,198 

- 

511 

- 

312 

- 

100 

65 

- 

1 

17 

_ 

5 

- 

1 

67 


3,144 


According  to  the  above  table,  3,224  cases  of  infection  ensued  from  injuries, 
is  8.4  per  cent  of  the  total  tabulatable  injuries. 


This 
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Table  X,    Causes  of  Injuries,  by  Extent  of  Disability 


This  table  presents  the  accident  experience  with  such  detail  as  resources  permit, 
showing  by  detailed  causes  the  relative  extent  of  different  types  of  injuries  due  to 
assigned  causes.  The  table  also  shows  the  weighted  severity  of  injuries,  based  on 
time  loss. 
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For  each  cause  enumerated,  the  following  information  is  given: 

Number  of  tabulatable  injuries:  Days  lost  due  to: 

Total  cases  Total  cases 

Deaths  Deaths 

Permanent  total  disabilities  Permanent  total  disabilities 

Permanent  partial  disabilities  Permanent  partial  disabilities 

Temporary  total  disabilities  Temporary  total  disabihties 

7  days  and  under  7  days  and  under 

1  to  2  weeks  1  to  2  weeks 

2  to  3  weeks  2  to  3  weeks 
Over  3  weeks  Over  3  weeks 

Condensed  information  of  the  detailed  table  f oUows : 

Total  Tahulatable  Injuries,  by  Cause  of  Injury  and  Extent  of  Disability 

Permanent      Permanent     Temporary 
Cause  of  Injury  Totals  Deaths  Total  Partial  Total 

Disabilities     Disabilities     Disabilities 

Handling  of  objects         .          .          .  11,749  21  1 

Falls  of  persons      ....  7,489  34  8 

Machiner3' 5,009  26  3 

Hand  tools    .          .          .          .     _     .  2,665  4  1 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against  objects  2,553  2  2 

Vehicles 2,285  37 

Miscellaneous  causes       .          .          .  1,963  9 
Falling  objects,  not  being  handled  by- 
employee  .....  1,764  16  - 
Explosions,  electricity,  etc.       .          .  1,609  27  1 
Occupational  diseases      .          .          .  852  14  2 
Animals          .....  213  -  1 


161 

11,566 

58 

7,389 

597 

4,383 

53 

2,607 

10 

2,539 

31 

2,217 

15 

1,939 

17 

1,731 

23 

1,558 

17 

819 

2 

210 

Totals 38,151  190  19  984  36,958 

The  above  table  in  condensed  form    shows  for  each  printed  cause  group  the 
total  number  of  injuries  and  the  distribution  by  extent  of  the  resulting  disabiUty. 

Distribution  of  Causes,  by  Per  Cents 


Permanent 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Cause  op  Injuky 

Totals 

Deaths 

Total 
Disabilities 

Partial 
Disabilities 

Total 
Disabilities 

Handling  of  objects 

30.8 

11.0 

5.3- 

16.4 

31.3 

Falls  of  persons 

19.6 

17.9 

42.1 

5.9 

20.0 

Machinery     .... 

13.1 

13.7 

15.8 

60.7 

11.9 

Hand  tools    .... 

7.0 

2.1 

5.3- 

5.4 

7.0 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against 

objects 

6.7 

1.1 

10.5 

1.0 

6.9 

Vehicles         .... 

6.0 

19.5 

- 

3.2 

6.'0 

Miscellaneous  causes 

5.2 

4.7 

- 

1.5 

5.2 

Falling  objects,  not  being  handled  by 

employee  ... 

4.6 

8.4 

- 

1.7 

4.7 

Explosions,  electricity,  etc. 

4.2 

14.2 

5.3- 

2.3 

4.2 

Occupational  diseases 

2.2 

7.4 

10.5 

1.7 

2.2 

Animals         .... 

.6 

- 

5.3- 

.2 

.6 

Totals    ... 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

The  cause  group  in  which  the  highest  number  of  accidents  occurred  was  "handling 
of  objects",  with  30.8  per  cent,  followed  by  "falls  of  persons",  with  19.6  per  cent. 
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Distribution 

of  Causes,  by  Resultant  Days  Lost 

Permanent 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Cause  of  Injury 

Totals 

Deaths 

Total 

Partial 

Total 

Disabilities 

Disabilities 

Disabilities 

Falls  of  persons        .... 

712,608 

204,000 

48,000 

115,804 

344,804 

Handling  of  objects 

574,505 

126,000 

6,000 

77,707 

364,798 

Machinery      ..... 

512,642 

156,000 

18,000 

195,961 

142,681 

Vehicles           ..... 

375,267 

222,000 

- 

57,331 

95,936 

Explosions,  electricity,  etc. 

227,072 

162,000 

6,000 

16,582 

42,490 

Falling    objects,    not    being    handled 

by  employee          .... 

183,240 

96,000 

- 

19,224 

68,016 

Occupational  diseases 

180,634 

84,000 

12,000 

61,000 

33,634 

Hand  tools      ..... 

98,654 

24,000 

6,000 

13,791 

54,863 

Miscellaneous  causes 

93,602 

54,000 

- 

910 

38,692 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against  objects 

85,332 

12,000 

12,000 

6,922 

64,410 

Animals           ..... 

17,938 

- 

6,000 

4,800 

7,138 

Totals 3,061,494 

1,140,000 

114,000 

560,032 

1,247,462 

As  indicated  above,  the  most  serious  cause  of  injury,  as  measured  in  terms  of  time 
loss,  is  "falls  of  persons",  with  23.3  per  cent  of  the  total.  The  estimated  time  loss 
on  this  account,  as  shown  by  the  above  table  is  712,608  days  or  115,638  less  than 
last  year.  This  decrease  may  be  accounted  for,  in  part,  by  the  fact  tl^at  there  were 
only  58  permanent  partial  disability  cases  this  year  in  this  classification  as  compared 
with  108  in  1938. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  days  lost  under  "explosions,  electricity,  etc."  is 
accounted  for,  in  part,  by  the  fact  that  there  were  27  fatal  cases  this  year  (for  each 
of  which  a  weighted  time  loss  of  6,000  days  is  given)  and  only  20  last  year. 

Average  Time  Loss  per  Case,  by  Principal  Causes 


Cause  of  Injury 

Falls  of  persons  .... 

Handling  of  objects     .... 

Machinery  ..... 

Vehicles     ...... 

Explosions,  electricity,  etc. 

Falling  objects,  not  being  handled  by  employee 

Occupational  diseases 

Hand  tools  ..... 

Miscellaneous  causes  .... 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against  objects 
Jinimals     ...... 

Totals 


Per  Cent 

Average  Days 

of  Total 

per  Case 

23.3 

95 

18.8 

49 

16.7 

102 

12.3 

164 

7.4 

141 

6.0 

109 

5.9 

213 

3.2 

37 

3.0 

48 

2.8 

33 

.6 

84 

100.0 


In  considering  these  figures  the  fact  should  be  remembered  that  the  units  cover 
all  cases,  including  deaths,  permanent  total,  permanent  partial  and  temporary 
total  disabilities.  If  more  detailed  analysis  is  desired  to  meet  particular  questions, 
reference  should  be  made  to  the  Appendix  under  this  table  heading. 
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Carbon 
Monoxide 

F    PT  PP   TT 

-  -    -  12 

-  -    -    1 

1    -    -    7 

-  -    -    3 

-  -    -    1 

-  -    -    1 

1 
1 

Benzol 

F    PT  PP  TT 

2    -    -    - 
1    -    -    - 

CO 

Gas 

F    PT  PP   TT 

1      -     -      8 
1      -     -      3 

5 

-  -    -    5 

-  -    -    1 
5 

-  -    -    4 

-  -    -    1 

-  -    -    1 

-  -    -    2 

-  -    -    4 

1 

1 

-  -    -    2 

-  -    -    1 

1 
1 

Tuber- 
culosis 

F    PT  PP  TT 

1    -    -    - 

-  -    1    - 

1    -    -    1 

3    12- 

-  1    7    5 

-  -    1    - 

-  -    1    - 

-  -    -    1 

-  -    1    - 

"5 

Poison 
Ivy 

P    PT     PP     TT 

84 

-  -  -      1 

16 

-  -    -      14 

-  -    -        6 

-  -    -        3 

-  -    -      36 

-  -    -        1 

-  -    -        1 

-  -    -      21 

-  -    -        4 

OO 

1 

1 
1 

Lead 
Poison 

F    PT     PP     TT 

-  -    -        1 

-  -    -       2 

-  -    -       9 

-  -    -        4 

-  -    1        7 

-  -    -        4 

-  -    -        2 

-  -    1        1 

III    z 

o 

CO 

1 
1 

Eczema 

F    PT  PP   TT 

-  -    -    1 

-  -    -    1 

-  -    -    1 

CO 

1 
1 
1 

Derma- 
titis 

F    PT     PP     IT 

-  -    -      16 

-  -    -    106 

-  -    -      69 

55 

62 

-  -    -      55 
_    _    _       4 

-  -    -      24 

-  -    -      33 

-  -    -        7 

-  -    -      11 

-  -    -        9 

-  -    -      10 
1-1        5 

8 

6 

-  -    -       5 

-  -    -       6 

1 

Anthrax 

F    PT  PP  TT 

-  -    -    3 

-  -    -    1 

-  -    -    1 

1 
1 
1 

All  Other 

F    PT  PP  TT 

-  -     -     6 

-  -     -     3 

-  -     -     3 

-  -    -    3 

-  -    -    2 
1    -    -    3 

-  -    _    2 

-  -    -    1 
1    -    -    2 

-  _    _    2 

-  -    -    2 

-  -    -    1 

-  -    -    2 
1 

-  -    -    1 

-  -    -    1 

-  -    1     1 

to 

CO 

1 

Indtjstrt                                        Totals 

F    PT  PP     TT 

Transportation,  road     .        .        .       2    -    -  127 

Leather 3    -    -  116 

Service -    -    -    91 

Miscellaneous       .        .        .        .       1    -    1    88 

Trade 1    -    -    72 

Textiles 1    -    -    62 

Building  trades     .        .        .        .       1    -    -    55 
Iron  and  steel       .        .        .        .       3    1    3    38 

Food            1    -    -    39 

Agriculture -    -    -    31 

Professional -    1    7    23 

Chemicals -    -    -    16 

Metals         .        .        .        .        .       -    -    -    16 
Printing,  bookbinding    .        .        .1-28 

Clothing -    -    -    10 

Lumber -    -    1      9 

Clay,  Glass,  Stone         .        .        .       -    -    1      8 

Paper -    -    -      7 

Express  Companies        .        .         .       -    -    -      2 
Other  persons  in  transportation      .       -    -    1      1 
Extraction  of  Minerals  .        .        .       -    -    1      - 
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Number  of 

Per  Cent 

Cases 

of  Total 

2,195 

43.8 

1,170 

23.4 

513 

10.2 

385 

7.7 

367 

7.3 

249 

5.0 

130 

2.6 
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Table  XI,    Machinery — ^Frequency  of  Injuries,  by  Manner  of  Occurrence 

AND  BY  Part  of  Machine 

The  number  of  machine  accidents,  according  to  the  cause  and  the  percentage 
of  the  total,  is  given  in  the  following  table: 

Machine  Accidents,  by  Manner  of  Occurrence 

Manner  op  Occttrbbnce 
Starting,  stopping  or  operating  machine  ..... 

All  other      ........... 

Adjusting  machine,  tool,  or  work   ....... 

Flying  objects      .......... 

Cleaning  or  oiling  machine    ........ 

Breaking  of  machine,  tool,  or  work  ...... 

Repairing  machine        ......... 

Totals 5,009  100.0 

Of  the  5,009  machine  accidents,  2,195  or  43.8  per  cent  occurred  while  "starting, 
stopping,  or  operating  machine".  There  were  1,723  of  these  cases  which  occurred 
at  the  "point  of  operation." 

Further  analysis  of  the  table  is  given  in  the  following  summary,  showing  the 
part  of  the  machine  on  which  the  injury  occurred. 

Machine  Accidents,  by  Part  of  Machine 

Pabt  op  Machine 
Point  of  operation  ......... 

AU  other      ........... 

Belts 

Gears  ........... 

Cranks  and  eccentrics  ......... 

Flywheels    ........... 

Setscrews,  keys,  and  bolts      ........ 

Counterweights    .......... 

Totals 5,009  100.0 

Table  XII,    Condition  of  Dependents  in  Uninsured  Fatal  Cases 

This  table  shows  in  detail,  when  the  information  was  obtainable,  the  industry, 
occupation,  age,  wage,  amount  payable  under  the  Act  in  analogous  cases,  depend- 
ents, settlement,  and  financial  condition  of  the  family.  Analysis  of  the  facts  in 
the  table  is  not  made  here,  but  will  be  found  in  a  separate  chapter  devoted  to 
the  subject  under  this  heading. 

Table  XIII,  Conjugal  Condition  and  Dependency  in  Cases  of  Fatal  Injuries 

The  conjugal  condition  of  the  employees  fatally  injured,  the  extent  of  dependency 
according  to  the  number  of  persons  dependent,  are  considered  in  the  following 
paragraphs : 

Conjugal  Condition  in  Fatal  Cases 

Number  of  Per  Cent 

Condition                                                                                                   Cases  of  Total 

Single 33  17.4 

Married 141  74.2 

Widowed 10  5.3 

Divorced     ............                 6  3.1 


Number  of 

Per  Cent 

Cases 

of  Total 

2,768 

55.3      • 

1,793 

35.8 

209 

4.2 

127 

2.5 

56 

1.1 

33 

.7 

12 

.2 

11 

.2 

Totals 190  100.0 

Total  dependency  was  involved  in  every  case  in  which  the  employee  was  married. 

There  were  33  cases  in  which  the  employees  were  single.  Total  dependency  was 
involved  in  7  cases,  partial  dependency  in  16  cases,  and  in  10  cases  there  was  no 
dependency. 

In  the  remaining  16  cases,  10  were  widowed  and  6  divorced. 
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Table  XIV,    Specific  Injury  Cases,  by  Age  op  Persons  InjIired 

This  table  indicates  that  there  were  863  cases  of  specific  injuries.  In  119  cases, 
or  13.8  per  cent,  the  employees  were  more  than  55  years  of  age.  There  was  no 
specific  injury  to  an  employee  under  16  years  of  age. 

There  was  an  increase,  from  14  in  1938  to  15  in  1939,  in  the  number  of  injuries 
to  minors. 


Specific  Injuries 


or  more  fingers  on  the 


Type  of  Injurt 
One  or  more  fingers,  one  phalange  . 
Right  or  major  index  finger,  two  phalanges 
One  eye        ....... 

Two  or  more  fingers,  two  or  naore  phalanges     . 

Right  or  major  thumb,  one  phalange 

One  toe         ....... 

Right  or  major  hand  or  arm  .... 

Left  or  minor  hand  or  arm      .... 

Right  or  major  index  finger,  two  phalanges  and  one 

same  hand  ...... 

One  foot  or  leg      ...... 

Two  or  more  toes  ..... 

Right  or  major  thumb,  two  phalanges 

Two  or  more  fingers  on  both  hands 

Right  or  major  thumb,  2  phalanges,  and  one  or  more  fingers 

Right  or  major  thumb  and  one  or  more  fingers,  one  phalange 

One  finger  or  thumb  on  both  liands  .... 

Rigtit  or  major  arm  and  two  fingers  on  left  hand 

Right  or  major  thumb  and  index  finger,  two  phalanges 

Right  or  major  thumb,  one  phalange,  and  right  or  major  index  finger,  twi 

phalanges  ...... 

Both  feet  or  legs   ...... 


Number  of 

Cases 

Per  Cent 

539 

62.5 

66 

7.7 

64 

7.4 

56 

6.5 

24 

2.8 

23 

2.7 

20 

2.3 

14 

1.6 

12 

1.4 

11 

1.3 

9 

1.0 

9 

1.0 

4 

.5 

4 

.5 

2 

.2 

2 

.2 

1 

.1 

1 

.1 

1 

.1 

1 

.1 

Totals 


863 


The  group  "one  or  more  fingers,  one  phalange",  continues  to  be  the  largest 
numerically  of  all  groups  classified  within  this  table.  Included  within  this  classifi- 
cation are  all  finger  injuries,  except  those  occurring  to  the  right  or  major  thumb 
and  index  finger,  in  which  there  is  a  loss,  either  by  amputation  or  the  equivalent 
loss  of  use,  of  less  than  two  phalanges  of  one  or  more  fingers.  In  other  words,  this 
group  includes  specified  injuries  to  both  one  finger  and  left  or  minor  thumb,  and 
other  such  injuries  which  do  not  come  within  the  higher  classification,  "two  or  more 
fingers,  two  or  more  phalanges". 

Included  in  the  group  "one  foot  or  leg"  is  one  case  in  which  the  employee  sus- 
tained an  injury  to  his  foot  which,  aggravating  a  pre-existing  diabetic  condition, 
resulted  in  amputation  of  leg  and  may  result  in  the  loss  of  the  other  leg.  In  the 
group  "two  or  more  fingers  on  both  hands",  is  included  one  case  which  may  result 
in  loss  of  use  of  both  hands. 


Table  XV,    Specific  Injury  Cases,  by  Causes 

There  were  580,  or  67.2  per  cent  of  the  specific  injuries  which  occurred  on  ma- 
chinery.  This  is  an  increase  of  4.3  per  cent  as  compared  with  1938. 

In  the  group  "one  or  more  fingers,  one  phalange",  there  were  539  cases.  There 
were  371  of  these  cases  which  were  due  to  machinery,  and  274,  or  73.8  per  cent, 
which  occurred  at  the  "point  of  operation". 

Percentage  Distribution  of  Specific  Injury  Cases,  by  Causes 

Caxtse  of  Injury 
Machinery    .... 
Handling  of  objects 
Hand  tools  .... 
Fires,  explosions,  electricity,  etc. 
Falls  of  persons 
Miscellaneous  causes 
Vehicles         .  .  . 

Falling  objects,  not  being  handled  by  employee 
Stepping  on  or  striking  against  objects 
Animals        ..... 


Number  of 

Per  Cent 

Cases 

of  Total 

580 

67.2 

144 

16.7 

51 

5.9 

20 

2.3 

18 

2.1 

15 

1.7 

14 

1.6 

11 

1.3 

9 

1.1 

1 

.1 

Totals 


100.0 
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The  following  table  shows  the  cause  of  injury  in  specific  eye  cases: 


Cause  op  Injttbt 
Hand  tools  .... 
Machinery   .... 
Fires,  explosions,  electricity,  etc. 
Handling  of  objects 
Falls  of  persons     . 
Miscellaneous  causes 
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Number  of 


Total 


26 

14 

12 

6 

3 

3 


MAXIMUM  PAYMENT  CASES 

The  following  table  shows,  for  the  periods  indicated,  the  number  of  non-fatal 
cases  in  which  the  maximum  amount  of  compensation  was  paid,  the  year  in  which 
the  accident  occurred,  and  the  type  of  disability  incurred.  Similar  data  by  year 
groups  from  June  30,  1934  to  June  30,  1938  is  shown  in  the  twenty-sixth  annual 
report. 


Year  Ending  June  30, 
IN  Which  Compen- 
sation Ended  and 
Ttpe  op  Compensation 


Years,  Ending  June  30,  in  which  Accident  Occurred 


Paid 

1918 
to 

Total 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

Cases 

1934  to  1938 

Total  only      . 

1 

6 

10 

11 

41 

66 

74 

41 

26 

3 

- 

279 

Total  and  Partial    . 

9 

8 

7 

16 

19 

16 

15 

19 

2 

- 

- 

111 

Total  and  Specific  . 

1 

5 

7 

6 

17 

20 

17 

21 

8 

- 

-    - 

102 

Total,  Partial  and 

specific 

19 

5 

7 

7 

8 

12 

9 

6 

- 

- 

- 

73 

Partial  only    . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Totals     . 

30 

24 

31 

40 

85 

114 

115 

88 

36 

3 

- 

566 

Six  Months  Ending 

Six  Months  Ending  December  SI 

December  31,  1938 

Total  only 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

5 

5 

2 

- 

14 

Total  and  Partial    . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

7 

Total  and  Specific 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

3 

Total,  Partial  and 

Specific 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 
4 

2 
3 

1 
4 

7 

1 
8 

2 

- 

8 

Totals     . 

32 

Year  Ending 

Year  Ending  December  31 

December  31,  1939 

Total  only      . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

4 

5 

3 

19 

1 

33 

Total  and  Partial    . 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

5 

- 

1 

3 

1 

15 

Total  and  Specific  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

2 

6 

- 

11 

Total,  Partial  and 

Specific 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

12 

Partial  only    . 

1 
4 

1 

1 

4 

1 
3 

6 

10 

5 

8 

29 

2 

2 

Totals     . 

73 

Grand  Totals 

38 

25 

32 

44 

92 

123 

129 

100 

52 

34 

2 

671 

During  the  six  and  a  half  year  period  covered  by  the  above  table,  there  were 
671  non-fatal  cases  in  which  the  maximum  compensation  payable  under  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  Act  was  paid.  In  442  of  these  cases,  the  employees  were 
receiving  total  disability  compensation  when  the  total  amount  due  had  been  paid. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  cases  by  the  type  of  disability 
and  the  percentage  distribution. 

Number  of 
Ttpe  of  Disability 

Total  only  

Partial  only  ........... 

Total  and  Partial  .......... 

Total  and  Specific  .......... 

Total,  Partial  and  Specific      ......... 

Totals 671  100.0 

The  following  table  shows  by  location  and  nature  of  injury  and  by  type  of  dis- 
abihty,  the  distribution  of  maximum  payment  cases  closed  during  the  year  Jan- 
uary 1,  1939  to  December  31,  1939. 


Cases 

Per  Cent 

326 

48.6 

3 

.4 

133 

19.8 

116 

17.3 

93 

13.9 
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Maximum  Payment  Cases  in  Which  the  Last  Payment  Was  Made  During 

THE  Year  January  1,  1939  to  December  31,  1939,  by  Location  and 

Nature  op  Injury  and  by  Type  of  Disability 


Ttpb  op  Disability 


Location  and  Natube  op  Injubt 


Abrasions,  Bruises,  Contusions 
Lower  extremities 

Concussions     . 
Head 

Cuts,  Punctures,  Lacerations 
Head 

Upper  extremities 
Lower  extremities 

Dislocations 

Upper  extremities 

Fractures 
Trunk 

Upper  extremities 
Lower  extremities 

Sprains  and  Strains 
Trunk 

Upper  extremities 
Lower  extremities 

All  Other 
Head 
Trunk 
Upper  extremities 

Occupational  Diseases 
Dermatitis  . 
Lead  Poison 
Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

Amputations,  Loss  of  Use. 
Head  (eye) 
Upper  extremities 
Lower  extremities 


Total 
Only 

2 
2 


1 
2 

1 
1 

10 
3 
1 
6 


Partial 
Only 

1 
1 


Total 

and 

Partial 


Total 

and 

Specific 


Total, 
Partial 

and  Total 

Specific         Cases 

3 
3 


11 
1 

8b 
2 


12 
3a 
9 


Totals 33  2  15  11 

A  In  one  case  the  uninjured  eye  has  been  sightless  since  childhood. 

B  In  one  case  the  employee  had  previously  sustained  the  amputation  of  his  left  hand. 


16 

4 
4 


15 

12 

2 

1 

6 
2 
2 
2 

4 
1 
2 
1 

23 
4 

17 
2 


73 


As  indicated  above,  the  classification  "amputations,  loss  of  use"  contained  the 
largest  number  of  cases,  23,  followed  by  "fractures",  with  16. 

There  were  2  cases  in  which  partial  disability  only  was  involved,  in  one  of  which 
the  employee  sustained  a  hernia  but  was  poor  operative  risk;  and  the  other  was  a 
knee  injury  resulting  in  hypertrophic  periostitis. 

In  one  case,  the  employee,  who  had  sustained  a  fractured  tibia  and  fibula,  died, 
as  a  result  of  an  embolism,  subsequent  to  the  payment  of  maximum  incapacity 
compensation,  and  dependency  compensation  was  awarded  and  is  now  being  paid. 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  maximum  payment  cases  by  age 
at  end  of  compensation  period. 


Maximum  Payment  Cases  by  Age  at  End  of  Compensation  Period 

Number  of 
Aqe  Periods 
20  to  24,  inclusive 
25  to  29, 
30  to  34, 
35  to  39, 
40  to  44, 
45  to  49, 
50  to  54, 
55  to  59, 
60  to  64, 
65  to  69, 
70  and  over 


Totals 


Cases 

Per  Cent 

1 

1.4 

7 

9.6 

'               6 

8.2 

8 

11.0 

10 

13.7 

5 

6  8 

13 

17.8 

7 

9.6 

6 

8.2 

10 

13.7 

73 


100.0 


24 
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In  9  cases,  3  of  which  were  women,  the  injury  resulted  in  a  neurosis  or  hysteria. 
The  nature  of  injury  in  these  cases  were:  strained  back,  4;  hernia,  1;  concussion  of 
the  brain,  1 ;  crushed  chest,  1 ;  amputation  of  thumb,  1 ;  and  amputation  of  thumb 
and  index  finger,  1. 


DEPENDENCY  IN  FATAL  CASES  NOT  INSURED  UNDER  THE  ACT 

From  January  1,  1939  to  December  31,  1939,  there  were  32  non-insured  fatal 
cases.  The  dependents  in  these  cases  obtained  their  relief  by  settlement,  voluntary 
agreement,  or  through  legal  procedure. 

The  information  contained  below  was  obtained  by  questionnaires  sent  to  the 
dependents  or  by  personal  interview. 


Industry 
Steam  railroads 
Iron  and  Steel 
Express,  trucking     . 
Wholesale,  retail  trade 
Shipbuilding   . 
Leather 
Building  trades 


Not  Insured  Fatal  Injuries,  by  Industries 

Number  of 
Cases 


Number  of 

Cases 

Miscellaneous 

2 

Agriculture      .... 

2 

Lumber            .... 

Food 

Professional    .... 

Wool 

Water  transportation 

Total 


32 


The  average  age  of  the  employees  at  the  time  of  death  was  44  years,  and  the 
average  weekly  wages  were  S28.06. 

The  possible  maximum  payment  to  the  dependents  in  these  cases,  if  insured 
under  the  Act,  is  $122,394.00.  There  were  25  cases  in  which  dependency  was  total. 
In  all  but  one  case,  in  which  the  dependent  widow  died  shortly  after  the  employee, 
the  minimum  amount  due  would  have  been  $4,000.00. 

There  were  7  no  dependency  cases  on  each  of  which  $150  would  have  been  due 
for  funeral  expenses  and  $1,000  in  each  to  the  Commonwealth  under  Chapter  152, 
s.  65. 

In  only  15  of  these  cases  were  we  able  to  obtain  accurate  figures  as  to  the  amount 
paid  by  non-insured  employers  to  the  dependents  of  their  fatally  injured  employees. 
The  amount  paid  was  $51,974.00,  or  an  average  of  $3,464.93  per  case.  In  comparing 
this  recovery  with  that  provided  by  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  the  cost 
of  litigation  together  with  medical  payments  for  last  illness,  should  be  kept  in  mind. 
In  the  other  cases,  figures  are  unavailable,  either  because  the  claims  have  not  been- 
adjudicated  or  settled  or  because  of  the  reluctance  of  the  parties  to  disclose  infor- 
mation. 

Last  year  the  total  amount  of  the  settlements  reported  in  9  cases  was  $37,774.50. 

A  statistical  tabulation  follows : 


Dependents  and 

_  Amount  Payable 

Industry  and  Occupation 

Age 

Wages 

in  Analogous  Cases 

Settlement 

Steam  railroad,  laborer 

26 

$23.36 

None    .... 

$1,150 

54,350 

Steam  railroad,  carman 

50 

39.00 

Widow 

4,000 

1,650 

Steam  railroad,  trackman    . 

64 

16.00 

Widow  and  2  children    . 

5,600 

2,000 

Steam  railroad,  inspector     . 

50 

45.00 

Widow  and  2  children     . 

5,600 

3,000 

Steam  railroad,  acetylene  cutter  62 

31.60 

Widow 

200  1 

2,500 

Steam  railroad,  inspector     . 

57 

34.40 

Widow 

4,000 

3,500 

Express,  driver  . 

35 

38.93 

Mother 

4,000 

4,728 

Trucking,  helper 

47 

20.00 

Widow 

4,000 

1,500  8 

Manufacture  of  stoves,  welder 

48 

27.20 

Widow  and  3  children     . 

5,248 

4,600 

Shipbuilding,  driller     . 

53 

35.68 

Widow 

4,000 

4,150 

Shipbuilding,  carpenter 

26 

37.27 

Parents 

4,000 

3,500 

Crushed  stone,  laborer 

53 

30.00 

Widow  and  3  children     . 

5,532 

7,680 

Cheese  manufacture,  cheese 

maker     .... 

48 

18.00 

Widow 

4,000 

2,466 

Roofer,  helper     . 

23 

20.00 

None    .... 

1,150 

350 

Wholesale,  retail  trade. 

salesman 

26 

40.00 

Widow  and  1  child 

5,560 

6,000 

1  Widow  died  shortly  after  employee. 
*  Third  party  settlement. 


$58,040 


$51,974 
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An  analysis  of  dependency  is  of  value  in  uninsured  cases  in  showing  upon  whom 
the  burden  fell. 

Dependency  in  Uninsured  Fatal  Cases 

Number  of 
Cases 
1 
2 
1 
7 


Number  of 

Dependency 

Cases 

Dependency 

Widow  only 

11 

One  child 

Widow  and  1  child 

2 

Parents 

Widow  and  2  children  . 

3 

Mother 

Widow  and  3  children  . 

4 

No  dependents 

Widow  and  5  children  . 

1 

32 


THE  MEDICAL  DIVISION 

The  work  accomplished  by  the  Medical  Division  of  the  Board  is  briefly  presented 
in  this  chapter.  A  more  detailed  statement  of  the  work  and  functions  of  this 
department  will  be  found  in  the  sixth  annual  report. 

Insurers  reported  payments  for  medical  and  hospital  services,  on  injuries  occur- 
ring during  the  period  January  1,  1939  to  December  31,  1939,  in  the  sum  of 
$2,615,341.69.  This  sum  represents  36.6  per  cent  of  the  total  benefits  for  the  year. 
During  this  period,  114,508  injured  employees  were  furnished  either  medical  or 
hospital  treatment  or  both. 

Many  problems  have  grown  out  of  the  large  number  of  cases  which  have  required 
the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  Medical  Division,  including  advice  as  to  the 
reasonableness  of  the  charges  of  physicians  and  hospitals  in  disputed  cases,  ade- 
quacy of  the  treatment  provided,  additional  treatment  beyond  the  first  two  weeks 
after  the  injury,  whether  the  employee's  incapacity  for  work  as  a  result  of  the 
injury  had  terminated  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  other  medical  questions. 

Impartial  physicians  are  appointed  by  the  Members  of  the  Board.  During  the 
year  covered  by  this  report,  2,157  impartial  examinations  have  been  made  at  a 
total  cost  of  $16,730.51.  In  addition  to  this  sum,  $431.71  was  paid  out  on  account 
of  services  of  impartial  physicians  at  hearings  on  disputed  cases,  and  for  hospital 
records  obtained  by  the  Board. 

The  medical  work  of  the  Board  has  been  administered  from  the  viewpoint  that 
employees  are  entitled  to  adequate  medical  and  hospital  treatment,  but  that  the 
cost  of  such  treatment  should  be  reasonable. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES. 
Table  I. — Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Cases  Insured  and  not 
Insured,  January  1, 1939  to  December  31,  1939 


Industries 


Insured 


Not 
Insured 


Total 


Agricalture,  Forestry  and  Animal  Husbandry 

Agriculture  ......... 

Forestry      .......... 

Animal  husbandry        .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

Ice  harvesting      .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

Extraction  of  Minerals 
Quarrying   .......... 

Building  Trades 
Carpenters  .......... 

Electricians  ......... 

Masons        .......... 

Plumbers     .......... 

Painters       .......... 

Roofers        .......... 

Iron  workers  (in  building  trades  only)    ..... 

Hand  trades,  all  other  ........ 

Chemical  and  Allied  Products 
Fertilizers   .......... 

Paints,  varnish  and  japanning        ...... 

Powder,  cartridges,  fireworks,  etc.,  makers       .... 

Soap  makers         ......... 

Other  chemical  workers  ....... 

Clay,  Glass  and  Stone  Products 
Brickmakers         ......... 

Potteries     .....'..... 

Glass  makers,  workers  ........ 

Terra-cotta  workers      ........ 

Lime,  cement  and  gypsum     ....... 

Marble  and  stone  cutters       ....... 

Mica  and  isinglass         ........ 

Clothing 
Clothing  makers  ......... 

Corset  makers      ......... 

Hat  makers;  wool  and  felt     ....... 

Shirt,  collar  and  cii£F  makers  ...... 

Food  and  Kindred  Products 
Bakeries,  bread  and  other  bakery  products      .... 

Butter  and  cheese  makers      .  .  .  .  . 

Candy  and  confectionery       ....... 

Fish  curers  and  packers         ....... 

Flour  and  grain  mills    ........ 

Fruit  and  vegetable  canners  ....... 

Slaughtering  and  packing  houses    ...... 

Sugar  makers  and  refiners      ....... 

Other  food  preparers    ........ 

Iron  and  Steel  and  Their  Products 
Agricultural  implements         ....... 

Automobile  factories     ........ 

Car  and  railroad  shops  ....... 

Foundries  and  metal  working,  tools         ..... 

Ship  and  boat  building  ....... 

Wagons  and  carriages  ........ 

Other  iron  and  steel  workers  ...... 

Leather  and  its  Finished  Products 
Harness  and  Saddle  Makers  and  Repairers       .... 

Leather  belt,  leather  case,  pocket-book  makers 

Shoes  .......... 

Tanneries    .......... 

Trunk  makers      ......... 

Liquors  and  Beyerages 
Breweries    .......... 

Distilleries  .......... 

Other  liquor  and  beverage  workers  ..... 

Lumber  and  Its  Re-manufactiire 

Box  makers  (wood)       ........ 

Furniture    .......... 

Pianos  a,nd  organs         ........ 

Saw  and  planing  mills  .  .  . 

Wood  heels  ......... 

Other  wood  workers      ........ 

Metals  and  Metal  Products  Other  than  Iron  and  Steel 
Brass  mills  .......... 

Clock  factories     ......... 

Copper  factories  ......... 

Gold  and  silver  factories        ....... 

Jewelry  factories  ........ 

Lead  and  zinc  factories  ....... 

Tin  plate  factories         ........ 

Watch  factories   .  .  .  . 

Copper  and  brass  factories    ....... 

Other  metal  workers     ........ 


619 

12 

631 

352 

8 

360 

179 

2 

181 

76 

2 

78 

12 

- 

12 

■  31 

10 

41 

31 

10 

41 

2,944 

19 

2,963 

361 

2 

363 

114 

_ 

114 

147 

— 

147 

259 

2 

261 

126 

4 

130 

163 

3 

166 

99 

2 

101 

1,675 

6 

1,681 

324 

7 

331 

8 

— 

8 

48 

— 

48 

3 

6 

9 

43 

— 

43 

222 

1 

223 

298 

11 

309 

44 

— 

44 

65 

7 

72 

34 

— 

34 

1 

— 

1 

124 

4 

128 

22 

— 

22 

8 

- 

8 

571 

1 

572 

428 

1 

429 

5 

— 

5 

71 

_ 

71 

67 

- 

67 

1,850 

119 

1,%9 

508 

22 

530 

134 

64 

198 

150 

15 

165 

258 

4 

262 

13 

_ 

13 

36 

1 

37 

494 

2 

496 

49 

— 

49 

208 

11 

219 

2,864 

380 

3,244 

9 

2 

11 

115 

1 

116 

2 

2 

4 

1,043 

125 

1,168 

86 

183 

269 

8 

— 

8 

1,601 

67 

1,668 

1,965 

137 

2,102 

3 

— 

3 

67 

1 

68 

1,139 

19 

1,158 

737 

117 

854 

19 

- 

19 

305 

1 

306 

141 

_ 

141 

30 

— 

30 

.  134 

1 

135 

1,020 

17 

1,037 

135 

3 

138 

362 

1 

363 

22 

— 

22 

201 

12 

213 

58 

— 

58 

242 

1 

243 

472 

5 

477 

18 

2 

20 

6 

— 

6 

27 

— 

27 

114 

— 

114 

81 

1 

82 

74 

- 

74 

25 

— 

25 

34 

_ 

34 

17 

— 

17 

76 

2 

78 
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Table  I. — Total  Tabulatable  Injuries,  by  Industries  and  Cases  Insured  and  not 
Insured,  January  1,  1939  to  December  31 ,  iPJP— Continued 


Industries 


Insured 


Not 
Insured 


Total 


Paper 

Box  makers  ....... 

Makers  of  blank  books,  envelopes,  tags  and  labels,  bags 
Paper  and  pulp  mills    ...... 

Pulp  mills   ........ 

Other  paper  goods         ...... 


Printing  and  Bookbinding 

Printing  and  publishing  establishments  . 

Textiles 

Carpet  mills  ...... 

Cotton  mills  ...... 

Dyeing  and  finishing  textiles 

Hemf)  and  jute  mills     ..... 

Knitting  mills       ...... 

Lace  and  embroidery  makers 

Linen  mills  ...... 

Print  works  .  .  _       .    _      . 

Rope  and  cordage  factories,  twine 
Sail,  awning  and  tent  makers 

Silk  mills 

Woolen  mills,  worsted  mills 
Not  specified  textile  workers 


Miscellaneous  Industries 

Broom  and  brush  makers 

Button  maicers 

Cigars  and  tobacco 

Electric  light  and  power  companies 

Electrical  supplies 

Gas  works 

Water  power 

Oil  works     . 

Rubber  factories 

Straw  workers 

"'urpentine   li.-tillers 

Gas  and  electric  companies 

Asbestos 

Other  miscellaneous  industries  and  occupations 

Water  Transportation 

Water  transportation    ...... 

Transportation,  Road,  etc.  . 

Roads,  streets,  bridges,  construction  of 

Livery  stables  and  garages     ..... 

Cab  and  taxi  companies,  buses,  not  street  railway  buses 
Street  railways     ....... 

Steam  railroads    ....... 

Express  Companies 

Express  companies,  trucking  and  freight  handling 

Telephone  and  Telegraph 

Telephone  and  telegraph        ..... 


Other  Persons  in  Transportation 

Other  persons  in  transportation      .... 

Air  Transportation 

Air  transportation         ...... 

Trade 

Banking  and  brokerage 

Insurance    . 

Real  Estate 

Elevators 

Stock  yards 

Warehouses  and  cold  storage  plants 

Other  persons  in  trade 

Clerical  assistants  (industry,  business  or 


profession  not  specified) 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Trade 
Automobiles 
Clothing 

Filling  stations     , 
Food  . 
Furniture    . 
All  other  wholesale  and  retail  trade 

Professional  Service 

Professional  service,  all  kinds  .... 

Domestic  and  Personal  Service 

Occupations  not  in  industries  .... 

Laundry  and  laundry  work   ..... 

Grand  Total 


1,1S8 

24 

1,212 

239 

34 

253 

99 

1 

100 

621 

8 

529 

2 

- 

2 

327 

1 

328 

535 

17 

552 

535 

17 

552 

2,810 

167 

2,977 

45 

- 

45 

860 

96 

956 

274 

16 

290 

12 

~ 

12 

111 

2 

113 

2 

— 

2 

20 

— 

20 

65 

— 

65 

29 

— 

29 

10 

— 

10 

99 

— 

99 

1,001 

33 

1,034 

282 

20 

302 

2,412 

47 

2,459 

39 

— 

39 

7 

— 

7 

21 

- 

21 

239 

— 

239 

334 

12 

346 

164 

— 

164 

8 

— 

8 

164 

1 

165 

692 

10 

702 

7 

— 

7 

1 

— 

1 

53 

— 

53 

3 

5 

8 

680 

19 

699 

243 

10 

253 

243 

10 

253 

3,697 

354 

4,051 

2,725 

6 

2,731 

619 

4 

623 

39 

— 

39 

305 

30 

335 

9 

314 

323 

760 

309 

1,069 

760 

309 

1,069 

4 

141 

145 

4 

141 

145 

206 

1 

207 

206 

1 

207 

10 

_ 

10 

10 

- 

10 

6,343 

535 

6,878 

135 

— 

135 

183 

— 

183 

379 

2 

381 

35 

— 

35 

1 

— 

1 

176 

— 

176 

231 

18 

249 

32 

5 

37 

270 

_ 

270 

219 

— 

219 

124 

— 

124 

1,896 

436 

2,332 

203 

— 

203 

2,459 

74 

2,533 

1,131 

118 

1,249 

1,131 

118 

1,249 

3,056 

51 

3,107 

2,693 

36 

2,729 

363 

15 

378 

35,658 


2,493  38,151 
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Table  II, — Insurance  Transactions  Under  the  Act,  filed  by  Insurance  Companies 
on  Injuries  Reported  for  the  Year,  January  1, 1939  to  December  31,  1939 


Number  of  employees  requiring  medical  services  only    ..... 

Payments  made  .......... 

Outstanding  payments         ......... 

Number  of  employees  receiving  compensation  and  treatment  under  contract 
medical        ........... 

Payments  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

Outstanding  payments         ......... 

Number  of  employees  receiving  both  medical  services  and  compensation 

Medical  payments  made      ......... 

Medical  payments  outstanding     ........ 


Compensation  payments  made 
Compensation  payments  outstanding 


92,747 


Number  of  cases  requiring  neither  the  payment  of  compensation  nor  medical 

Total  dependency  fatals     .......... 

Compensation  payments  made      .  .  .  .  .  . 

Outstanding  compensation  payments    ...... 


Medical  payments  made 
Outstanding  medical  payments 


Partial  dependency  fatals  . 

Compensation  payments  made 
Outstanding  compensation  payments 


Medical  payments  made 
Outstanding  medical  payments     . 

No  dependency  fatals 

Compensation  payments  made 
Outstanding  compensation  payments 

Medical  payments  made 
Outstanding  medical  payments     . 


$788,932.47 
48,123.68 


906 

$837,056.15 

$62,566.90 
32,459.64 

21,612 

$95,026.54 

$1,317,408.43 
438,161.97 

$1,755,570.40 

$2,214,750.34 
1,665,149.88 

19,013 
119 

$3,879,900.22 

$76,292.57 
414,331.90 

1490,624.47 

$10,976.14 
5,992.00 

22 

$16,968.14 

$12,290.00 
35,341.00 

$47,631.00 

$1,386.00 
2,311.00 

8 

$3,697.00 

$2,678.00 
7,924.00 

$10,602.00 

$1,303.00 
747.00 

$2,050.00 


Number  of  fatal  cases  reported  to  insurance  companies  ......  149 

Number  of  non-fatal  cases  reported  to  insurance  companies  .  .  .  .  .  .  134,278 

Total  number  reported  to  insurance  companies    ........  134,427 

Total  fatal  medical  paid $13,665.14 

Total  fatal  medical  outstanding  .  .  .  .  .  .  .      '    .  .  .  9,050.00 

$22,715.14 

Total  non-fatal  medical  paid $2,106,340.90 

Total  non-fatal  medical  outstanding     ..........  486,285 .  65 

$2,592,626.55 

Total  fatal  compensation  paid    ...........  $91,260.57 

Total  fatal  compensation  outstanding  .........  457,596.90 

$548,857.47 

Total  non-fatal  compensation  paid $2,277,317.24 

Total  non-fatal  compensation  outstanding   .........       1,697,609.52 

$3,974,926.76 

Total  payments  made $4,488,583.85 

Total  payments  outstanding 2,650,542 .  07 

$7,139,125.92 
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Textiles 

Carpet  mills   .          .          .          . 
Cotton  mills   .          . 
Dyeing  and  finishing  textiles     . 
Hemp  and  jute  mills 
Knitting  nulls          .    '      . 
Lace  and  embroidery  makers    . 
Linen  mills      .          .          .          . 
Print  works     .          .          .          . 
Rope  and  cordage  factories,  twi 
Sail,  awning  and  tent  makers    . 
Silk  mills         .          .          .          . 
Woolen  mills,  worsted  mills 
Not  specified  textile  workers     . 
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Makers  of  blank  books 

and  labels,  bags   . 
Paper  and  pulp  mills 
Pulp  mills 
Other  paper  goods  . 

SI 

I1 

PM 

Miscellaneous  ] 

Broom  and  brush  mak 
Button  makers 
Cigars  and  tobacco 
Electric  light  and  pow^ 
Electrical  supplies  . 
Gas  works 
Water  power  . 
Oil  works 
Rubber  factories 
Straw  workers 

Turpentine  distillers 
Gas  and  electric  comp 
Asbestos 

Other  miscellaneous  in 
cupations    . 
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Transportation,  Road,  etc. 
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Table  IX. — Cases  of  Infection,  by  Nature  of  Injury,  January  1, 1939,  to 
December  31, 1939 


Nature  of  Injury 


Permanent    Permanent     Temporary 
Totals  Deaths  Total  Partial  Total 

Disabilities  Disabilities      Disabilities 


Cuts,  punctures,  lacerations 

Abrasions,  bruises,  contusions 

All  other 

Bums  and  scalds 

Amputations,  loss  of  use 

Frac lures 

Sprains  and  strains 

Dislocations    . 

Totals 


2.205 

5 

513 

2 

312 

— 

101 

1 

68 

2 

19 

1 

5 

_ 

1 

- 

3.224 


11 


1 

2.198 

— 

511 

— 

312 

— 

100 

65 

— 
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17 

— 

5 

- 

1 

67 


3,144 
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